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Introduction
Ladies and gentleman, it is a great honour to be with you here in beautiful Accra. I would like to
thank the organisers of Africa Peace Festival, especially Korsi Senyo for their kind invitation and I
applaud them for the fantastic work they do in the name of promoting peace.
It is also a pleasure to be on African soil, widely regarded within the scientific community to be
the origin of us human and from here, they travel to Europe, Asia and other parts of the world,
which just shows how interconnected we all are and that is a good enough reason to work
together for mutual advancement.
Today I am going to talk about Challenges facing Africa and dangers of trading in natural
resources, Scramble for Africa, Building a strong democracy and media and how we can build
peace leading to sustainable development.
African economies are growing at an impressive rate of 5% per year, Africa’s longest income
boom for 30 years. Seven of the largest economies in the world are in the African Continent.
Ghana with 13% growth is the fastest growing economy in 2011 followed by Ethiopia, Tanzania,
Nigeria, Congo, Liberia and Mozambique. Africa has done well through the Global Crisis and
progress has been made towards completion of the UN’s Millennium Development Goals, which
include halving global poverty and universal primary education. Furthermore, African countries
are playing a far greater role in International affairs. Emerging countries like China, India and
Brazil are seeking new trading and investment opportunities in the region.
Africa has a large population of 1 billion people with an average age of 20 as compared to 40 in
the developed countries. It has the fastest growing middle class in the world with over 350
million people and growing. Africa is the world’s second largest continent with 16% of the world’s
population and accounts for 2.5% GDP of the world. Out of its 54 Sovereign states 27 are
democracies whereas there were only 3 when the Berlin wall fell in 1989. The positive
contribution of the West has been fundamental to the spread of democracy, protection of
Human Rights and the Rule of Law. Today, there are brighter prospects for a better future for
Africa, as democracy and improved governance are becoming universal and there is less
tolerance to military intervention in Africa.
One of the heartening facts to note is that after long drawn decades of Civil War in Sudan, finally
Southern Sudan has become an independent country. The number of major conflicts in Africa has
declined from 12 in the mid 1990s to just 4 today. Civil society, institutions are established all over
the continent and increasingly there are proactive peace keeping and preventive diplomacy being
used for conflict resolution which is conducive for development.
Challenges facing Africa and dangers of trading in natural resources
However, there are many problem areas and one of the biggest ones is extreme poverty. There
are deep persistent and enduring inequalities which leave too many people in destitution. Almost
half of all Africans are still living below the internationally accepted poverty benchmark of $1.25 a
day. At this moment in time, 18 million people are desperate for food in Africa’s drought struck
Sahel region and 1 million children are at risk of starvation. To add to the misery there is a new
type of scramble for land grabs taking place in parts of Africa under the pretext of sustainable
agriculture which is displacing hundreds of thousands of resident farmers from the land. These
deals done by rogue and bogus companies from US and Europe need to be fully exposed and
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halted so that farmers can get their farms back, plough the land to overcome hunger and
poverty.
Some problems facing Africa are created by the financial crisis in Europe and US. According to
Overseas Development Report June 2012, the world’s poorest countries will receive a $230 billion
hit from Europe’s sovereign debt crisis as the knock on effects from weak growth and austerity in
the single currency zone affect trade, aid, investment and remittances. The outgoing President of
the World Bank Robert Zoellick has warned that developing countries need to prepare for a
renewed wave of global financial turbulence stemming from Europe, and said they should put
their finances in order to face the threat.
Other pressing problems facing the African continent and dragging back development are:
insecurity and fragile societies, militarism and armed conflicts, poor governance and
infrastructure, exploitation of natural resources by wealthier countries, tribal and political rivalry,
endemic corruption and crime, the gap between the rich and poor and high youth
unemployment. One wonders why Africa is so poor when it is blessed with some of the precious
and rare natural resources including diamonds, coltan, gold, oil etc.
Since the late 1990s, awareness has grown that close links exist between illegal resource
extraction, arms trafficking, violent conflict, human rights violations, humanitarian disasters and
environmental destruction. Expert panels established by the United Nations have investigated
cases of irregularities in Angola, Sierra Leone and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Civil
society groups have launched a campaign against “conflict diamonds” from those countries and
have shed light on other conflict resources as well.
The other gloomy news is that countries with more than 1.5 billion people living in fragile states
under the grip of violence, will not be able to complete any of the single MDGs in time for 2015.
This is one of the important findings of the World Bank Development Report 2011 which
examines conflict, security and development and makes the connection between militarism,
resource theft and poverty.
The Western Role
The contribution of the West to promoting peace and democracy in the developing world is a
mixed one. It is a subject that is of great relevance to many countries but especially to our hosts
here in Ghana. So often, the fact of striking oil has extreme consequences for a developing
country’s relationship with the West, which I am going to explore in my talk. Some Western
powers have pursued the policies of divide and rule for the extraction of natural resources even if
it had to instigate conflicts in certain parts of Africa like in Democratic Republic of Congo, Africa’s
most deadly conflict in Modern History which has led to 6 million deaths. The situation in war
ravaged Somalia, Mali and Sudan is dire as the conflict is going on in several areas.
Economics have always influenced the West’s policies when it comes to democracy and to peacepromotion in the Global South. In the 1400s Portuguese traders arrived off the West African coast
to harvest gold. They were followed by the Dutch, the British and other European traders who
saw the opportunity to pick up gold, ivory and other valuable commodities at a fraction of the
price they would need to pay in Europe.
Today it is crude oil tempting European ships to sail down the Eastern Atlantic. It is difficult not to
be concerned for Ghana. In the Niger Delta, energy companies have made a fortune extracting
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and importing oil. The Delta’s oil represents a huge proportion of Nigeria’s economy, yielding
wealth of $600 billion since the 1960s.
But rather than enriching the local population, the effects for the people of the Delta have been
catastrophic. Frequent oil spills blight their lives and their livelihoods. The majority do not have
access to clean water or health-care. At night often the only light visible for miles around is from
flares burning unwanted gas.
With inequality has come conflict. Armed groups have sprung up across the Delta, to demand
their own share of the wealth that otherwise seems to fall only to high politicians and foreign
investors. Nigeria’s elite has turned to Western arms suppliers for weapons to fight the gangs.
The pollution and violence is hidden from many of us in the West, but Nigeria’s oil wealth has a
habit of finding its way back to Europe and the US.
Scramble for Africa
During the process of de-colonisation Europe’s imperial powers were guilty of creating countries
without consulting their inhabitants. The boundaries of the Middle East and Africa demonstrate
this. As US President Barack Obama said here in Ghana three years ago, colonialism created
unnatural borders. Ruled onto the map by European bureaucrats, these straight lines were the
markers of the colonial domination of subjugated Africans and Arabs.
From colonialism in the 19th Century and the scramble for Africa by European Imperial Powers to
the Berlin Conference of 1884-1885, convened by King Leopold II of Belgium, to settle claims to
African territories, Imperial rule by Europeans would continue until after World War II, when
almost all remaining colonial territories gradually obtained formal independence.
Today, Africa contains 54 sovereign countries most of which still have the borders drawn during
era of European Colonialism. African states have frequently been hampered by instability,
corruption, violence and authoritarianism. During the period from the early 1960s to the late
1980, Africa had more than 70 coups and 13 presidential assassinations. The devastating military
conflict in the 2nd Congo War killed over 6 million people. Cold War conflicts between the United
States and the Soviet Union, as well as the policies of the International Monetary fund also
played a large part in the instability of the region.
In the 21st Century however the number of armed conflicts in Africa has steadily declined. For
instance, the civil war in Angola came to an end in 2002 after nearly 30 years. The improved
stability and economic reforms have led to a great increase in foreign investment into many
African nations, mainly from China, which has spurred quick economic growth in many countries,
seemingly ending decades of stagnation and decline.
Building a strong democracy and media
A strong democracy can help a developing country on the path to economic growth. It is
important to note that “democracy” means a lot more than elections. Democracy means a free
press. It means independent courts and judges. It means transparency of political process and
spending. It means a civil society that is confident and outspoken. Too often the West has been
willing to collude in the fantasy that elections without these other elements are the same as
democracy.
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Of all these factors, a free press is perhaps the most important. Corruption exists in every society.
Those who would seek high office are not always the same people who you would wish to wield
it. That is every bit as true in the United States and France as it is in Burundi or Vietnam. Greedy
people exist everywhere, in all societies and across all continents.
A free press, however, makes corruption a great deal more difficult. Journalists love news. They
especially love news about scandals involving the rich and powerful. If reporters are allowed to
do their jobs, free of intimidation, they can do more than any other professional group to enforce
high standards among our leaders. And if the people at the top behave well, it is much easier to
persuade the rest of society to play by the rules. The result is a more peaceful and happier nation.
It was the English philosopher John Locke who argued that freedom of speech opens a
marketplace for ideas, in which good arguments drive out bad ones. The effect of creating such a
marketplace is not easily measured, but it cannot be a coincidence that the countries with the
strongest artistic, design, and intellectual property sectors are those with the least constraints on
free expression.
The West’s role in promoting media freedom has been patchy. Freedom House, which monitors
this issue, has criticised the US government for cutting funding for press freedom in recent years.
Its 2012 annual report shows that many of the developing countries with which the West has the
most amount of trade also tend to have some of the worst levels of media freedom. Among
these major trade partners were Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Equatorial Guinea, China, and Kazakhstan.
In many cases, the oil trade is a common denominator. Too often the West has compromised on
media freedom in order to appease powerful business lobbies.
Nevertheless, the expansion of the internet has allowed media freedoms to flourish across the
globe, and official censorship has never been more difficult. Other institutional strengths remain
much more localised, however. The world is divided between governments who create laws that
must be obeyed, and governments who issue orders that must be obeyed. Playing by the rules is
very different to making them up as you go along.
None of this is to say that elections are not important. They are. But there have also been cases
where elections, instead of forging a government that represents an entire people, have instead
served only to cement the power of a majority over a minority. In Northern Ireland and Sri Lanka,
minority groups were permanently frozen out of power by the majority, leading to conflict.
Where democratic rights are suppressed, the result is frustrated politicians who organise
violence – what we call terrorism.
What Price Peace?
Security is a fundamental requirement for development. According to a report produced by
Global Peace Index this year, the cost of violence to the world economy was estimated $9 trillion
in 2011. The wellspring of violence was no longer inter-state wars, but wars between repressive
governments and the people they rule. Real security is produced by democracies who work for
the interests of their own countrymen, ones that do not sell their services to wealthy foreigners;
which invest in the broad human and industrial development of their country; and which do not
waste their national resources on weapons and a giant military payroll. In our organisation,
Uniting for Peace, we have started a campaign and a major initiative called 4D for World Peace to
deal with conflicts, violence for building a safer future. 4D stands for Disarmament,
Demilitarisation, development and democracy. This campaign and the film guide us to take the
necessary steps to build peace, which are urgently needed in Africa.
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How is security created? The most damaging idea facing the world today is that a country’s
security is guaranteed by a massive military force. This is a myth. A glance at the map shows very
quickly that the world’s most secure countries are secure not because they have huge armies.
Notably peaceful nations such as Finland, Costa Rica, the Republic of Ireland, Mongolia and
Botswana are secure because they are democracies who seek to avoid conflict with their
neighbours and who avoid membership of aggressive military alliances.
Countries with vast military structures tend if anything to be less secure. The United States,
despite being a democracy that is bordered by other democracies, and despite its enormous
military power, fell victim to 9/11. Iran has invested heavily in its military might but becomes ever
less safe. China’s military modernisation has prompted a destabilising arms race in Asia. The
nuclear weapons and huge armies of India and Pakistan have hardened their disputes, not
lessened them.
Likewise, there is little evidence that relinquishing weapons of mass destruction makes a country
more vulnerable. South Africa and Brazil gave up their nuclear weapons in the late 1980s, but
neither became less secure because of this. On the contrary, those two nations are notable for
the absence of external or terrorist threats to their security.
The West’s role in advocating disarmament has been disappointing. All too often, Western
leaders promote arms sales to the developing world, beholden as they are to the power of the
military business lobby. They do this not because they wish to see the weapons used, but
because big-ticket arms sales are a means by which Western countries can pay for the goods and
commodities they import from the developing world.
The West is also guilty of resorting far too often to violence to achieve its ends. The cycle of
conflict is closely associated with under-development. Afghanistan, for the past 30 years a
strategic battleground between the US and its enemies, is one of the least developed countries
on earth. The US invasion of 2001 succeeded in driving many Taliban fighters into neighbouring
Pakistan, undermining that country’s otherwise bright economic prospects and, latterly, giving
US commanders a scapegoat to explain their own failure to pacify Afghanistan, despite having a
decade in which to do so.
The Way Forward
It is not certain how the situation in Afghanistan, North Africa and rest of Middle East will play
out. If peace is to prevail, the region must throw off the model of dictatorship and instead try to
build the institutions of democracy that are today present across much of Africa, Latin America
and South-East Asia. Only then will the Arab world begin to address the conflicts that divide its
people and its rulers, and which divide the Arabs from their Jewish and Persian neighbours.
It is of paramount importance that we do break the cycle of despair, exclusion, powerlessness
and work for equitable and sustainable world by creating a level playing field for the developing
world?
The way forward is the way to adopt multilateralism, a crucial path to peace. While it is no longer
the responsibility of the British to build democracy in their former colonies, the Commonwealth
offers the scope for encouraging democratisation and for providing a forum where rich and poor
countries meet as equals. By acting, if you will, as a “gentleman’s club”, one in which only
democracies are allowed, the Commonwealth sets a high standard for its members, who can
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share one another’s experiences as they move to build a strong institutional base. The
suspensions of Pakistan and Fiji in recent years have shown that the Commonwealth has a “soft
power” capacity to embarrass autocratic governments into reform.

Multilateralism is bearing fruit elsewhere in the world. Here in Africa, the African Union grows in
international stature year by year. In South-East Asia, the countries of ASEAN have been crucial in
persuading the isolated Burmese regime to begin democratic reforms. The Nobel laureate Aung
San Suu Kyi is now free as a result. Even India and Pakistan are moving towards closer trade
relations under the auspices of the South Asian Association for Regional Co-operation.
The United Nations is another multilateral body whose achievements are often ignored. The
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) set by the UN are measurable, realistic targets for
creating a world in which minimum standards of human security can be widely achieved. .
According to the UN, US$300 billion a year would lift everyone on the planet above the extreme
poverty line of $1 a day – that’s just a third of each year’s global military budget.
Military Spending by Africa in 2011 was $34.3 billion which is being used to carry out wars and
violence (especially against women and children) resulting in massive loss of human lives and
livelihoods. If this unwise spending can be deployed for completion of Millennium Development
Goals, Africa can be a much safer place.
Military spending is anti development. The developing world does not need hand-outs from
industrialised nations. All it needs is a level playing field and leaders who place their country’s
interest over personal wealth. A Chinese proverb states “Give a man a fish and you feed him for
one meal, teach him to fish and he is set for life”
Like China and India, who have successfully managed industrial and human development the
poor countries should start the state managed development by import substitution, trade
protection and promoting state champions. This will put them on the road to the catching up
strategy – producing value added goods, transferring base metals into high value electronics and
machinery.
My book Economics of Killing states that democratic, sustainably developing and demilitarised
world is good for everyone which we can achieve by ending hideously costly and destructive
wars and fostering culture of peace through education. Instead of warfare, we should spend our
energy and resources into tackling three biggest challenges: extreme poverty, climate change
and warmongering.
The bottom line in future peace keeping is that more efforts and resources should be spent on
soft power, such as dialogue, diplomacy and reconciliation to end conflicts instead of military
options.
My friends, by banding together it is possible for the world’s developing countries to gather the
strength needed to build strong, long-lasting well functioning democratic institutions which can
provide freedom, rule of law, good governance and equitable distribution of resources. We
should follow the West and its institutional successes in the same way that China has followed
the West’s technological successes.
Building such institutions requires faith in our humanity. It requires giving up central control and
sharing power across multiple structures. It requires believing that even those who disagree with
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us act with good will, and that a system of laws and traditions is superior to one in which a
handful of men rule supreme. It is this faith, this willingness to accept the frustrations and
compromise of devolved authority, this refusal to bow to mutual suspicion, that forms the basis
of a peaceful and stable society. And it is a faith that ultimately must be found within ourselves.
One of my proposal is for the formation of African Union on the style of European Union which is
nothing short than a miracle. It has pacified what for centuries was the word’s most warlike
continent. By breaking down barriers between countries and working towards a common goal,
Europe is more peaceful today than at any stage of its history. We should not lose sight of this
wondrous achievement.

African Union will be a landmark in regional integration and long term development, a united
Africa. It will be able to give freedom of movement and make the trading among African
countries easier. The European Union is the embodiment of an open society –an association of
nations founded on the principles of democracy, human rights, and rule of law in which no nation
or nationality would have a dominant position.
The African Union can take bold decisions and utilise materials and energy resources for creating
wealth for the Africans, which will make the continent stronger. The African entrepreneurs can
use raw materials for manufacturing high value goods instead of selling them cheap to Western
countries, so that the wealth remains in Africa making the continent one of the richest in the
entire world.
Conclusion
If the world was completely peaceful in 2011, the additional economic impact would have been an
estimated $9 trillion (equal to the size of the German and Japanese economics combined). While
a total elimination of violence may not be possible, an achievable 25% reduction in violence could
reap a peace dividend of at least $2.25 trillion.
This amount would easily cover the European Financial Stability Facility’s $1 trillion allocation to
deal with the European sovereign debt crisis while also covering the Millennium Development
Goals. The UN Development Programme estimates that $300 billion is needed to lift 1 billion
people out of extreme poverty which represents just 1.6% of the income of world’s richest 10%.
We should work towards reducing violence and developing culture of peace. We should also
celebrate our past achievements, some of which are abolition of slavery, freedom from
colonialism, end of apartheid, fall of Berlin Wall etc.
In conclusion let me repeat the wise words of Ghana’s first President and founding member of
Non-Aligned Movement, Kwame Nkrumah from a speech he gave at the Organisation of African
Unity Summit Conference in Cairo in 1964, he said and I quote:
"...We must unite for economic viability, first of all, and then to recover our mineral wealth so
that our vast resources and capacity for development will bring prosperity for us and additional
benefits for the rest of the world. This will be emancipation of Africa and also could be the
emancipation of Man."
I think Kwame’s prophetic words are becoming a reality as new changes are taking place in
Africa. The history is in the making. The continent is ripe for new partnerships, new capital, new
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strong handshakes on equal footing and ready for real engagement. Leaders and activists are
joining together to lift the continent out of poverty by challenging the status quo, tackling
corruption, having respect and tolerance for different tribes and cultures, for unity and harmony.
The truth is that every single person has the ability to make a difference for building a common
and vibrant future for Africa, which can surpass the economic growth and dominant position of
USA and China in the 21st Century.
Thank you for listening.
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The full version of this talk can be downloaded from:
Uniting for Peace

www.unitingforpeace.org

Notes:
During writing this speech, excerpts have been taken from the following sources:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

12.

The Economics of Killing, Vijay Mehta, Pluto Press 2012 www.theeconomicsofkilling.org
World Bank Development Report 2011
Old Europe should invest in young Africa, Tidjane Thiam, The Times 25 May 2012.
What Makes Countries Rich or Poor, Jared Diamond, The New York Review of Books, May
2012
Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity and Poverty, Daron Acemoglu and James
A. Robinson, The Crown Publishing Group
War and Plunder, Peace Pledge Union, www.ppu.org.uk
Uniting for Peace, www.unitingforpeace.org
The Fortune Forum Code For a Sustainable Future, Vijay Mehta, VM Centre for Peace for
Fortune Forum Charity, www.fortuneforum.org
The role of global institutions in tackling poverty, a talk given by Vijay Mehta at Magdalen
College, Oxford, OX1 4AU, in http://www.unitingforpeace.com/speeches.html
Speech OAU Summit Conference Cairo 7/19/64 can be found on pages 282-4 of
Revolutionary Path
Millennium Development Goals (MDG)
The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are eight international development goals that
all 193 United Nations member states and at least 23 international organizations have
agreed to achieve by the year 2015. The goals are: Eradicating extreme poverty and hunger,
Achieving universal primary education, Promoting gender equality and empowering women,
Reducing child mortality rates, Improving maternal health, Combating HIV/AIDS, malaria,
and other diseases, Ensuring environmental sustainability, and Developing a global
partnership for development.
Oakland Institute: www.oaklandinstitute.org
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This speech can be downloaded from www.unitingforpeace.com
Vijay Mehta is chair of Uniting for Peace (www.unitingforpeace.org), renowned author
and global activist for peace, development and human rights. He is also the Founding
Trustee of Fortune Forum Charity (www.fortuneforum.org) which was founded by his
daughter Renu Mehta. Fortune Forum held summits (2005 and 2006) where Former US
President Clinton, Former US Vice President Al Gore and Actor Michael Douglas were
keynote speakers. The summits raised over a million pounds for charity and attracted a
worldwide audience of 1.3 billion people (one fifth of humanity) including print and
media coverage.
Vijay Mehta’s books include The Economics of Killing (2012), The Fortune Forum Code:
For a Sustainable Future (2006), Arms No More (2005) and The United Nations and its
Future in the 21st Century (2005).
He has appeared in various TV programmes including BBC World, Press TV, Ajtak-24
hour Indian news channel, and Think Peace documentary, Canada, among others. The
Sunday Times, Independent, Observer and Guardian newspapers, among other journals
have written about him. His life is devoted to the service of peace, humanity and our
planet.
Vijay Mehta’s new book “The Economics of Killing: How the West Fuels Wars and
Poverty in the Developing World” is published by Pluto Press (UK) / Palgrave Macmillan
(USA) / Amazon (Worldwide). For reviews and endorsements of the book, please visit:
www.theeconomicsofkilling.org
“Vijay….a long standing activist for peace, development, human rights
environment”
The Sunday Times Magazine, London 1st February, 2009

and

“Vijay Mehta lends intellectual credibility to the project and wrote ‘The Fortune Forum
Code for a Sustainable Future’, a sort of manifesto that will underpin the group’s future
activities.”
The Independent, London 26 September 2006
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