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Annual Conference Highlights
‘New Cold War in Europe’ Dangers
The urgent need to replace the
current dangerous 'New Cold War'
with Russia with a responsible
relationship of dialogue and
detente, was the topical theme of
UfP's 2016 Annual Conference
at House of Lords on 25 October,
attended by 90 people. Chair Rita
Payne, President Emeritus of
Commonwealth
Journalists
Association, began by stressing the
need "to pull back from Cold War
tensions" and not simplify complex
issues.
Lord MacLennan of Rogart, former LibDem leader, sponsoring
the event, was anxious UK's departure from EU might precipitate
the latter's break-up, damaging world peace. He voiced the
mainstream Cold War narrative that President Putin's Russia was
expansionist and had to be opposed or contained. He criticised the
current governments of Hungary and Poland for their ultraconservative nationalism. Humphrey Hawksley, BBC Foreign
Affairs correspondent, put East-West tensions in broader context
of rivalry between authoritarian systems represented by China and
Russia and liberal-democratic ones represented by USA and
Europe. The West's global standing had 'become devalued' by
defeat in Iraq and Afghanistan, and 2008 financial crash: "many in
the world now look to China's achievements as the model for the
future." US-China trans-Pacific rivalry, and Chinese expansionism
in South China Sea, were dangers in parallel to East-West tensions
in Europe: "The West lacks any new thinking on how to deal with
Russia and China - but Western co-operation with Russia is
essential for Middle East peace in the long term."
Daniel Kawczynski, Conservative MP for Shrewsbury and
Atcham, member of parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee,
opened frankly: "There is a breathtaking lack of knowledge about
Russia in the House of Commons. The current debate is very
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superficial, blinkered and biased."
As the first Polish-born UK MP, who
had left Poland in 1978 to escape
Communism, he said he could be
expected to be anti-Russian - but
rather had deep and sympathetic
understanding of its people and
policies. For the sake of humanity
now and tomorrow, it was vital to
move away from confrontation
between Russia and the West. "We
are ratchetting up rhetoric against
Russia and only a handful of MPs
want detente."
He interpreted
problems like Ukraine: "These
conflict areas are classic border disputes, not evidence of an
intentional expansionist policy." Recently visiting Ukraine, Foreign
Affairs Committee members learned from the independent
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe [OSCE] that
both sides in the conflict over the breakaway regions were equally
responsible for violating the Minsk Agreement to end hostilities.
USA, main driver for sanctions against Russia, now had its
highest-ever trade with Russia. The Russian people had suffered
unimaginably over long periods, and would not be intimidated by
outside powers. "A platform of mutual understanding by which
more friendly relations could be developed" was urgently
necessary.
Dr. Marcus Papadopoulos, Editor of Politics First, said the
deterioration in US-Russian relations - "the most dangerous
reality facing the world" - was due to "Moscow having had its face
slapped over and over again by Washington since 1990s."
Russia's history of suffering invasion from the West five times over
three centuries [1605, 1708, 1812, 1918, 1941] had created a
distinctive mindset "extremely sensitive to any potential threat to
their homeland". After the USSR's collapse in 1991, US policy was
"to prevent re-emergence of a new rival" in the form of postSoviet Russia [the Wolfowitz Doctrrine], by advancing NATO
eastwards in 1999 and 2004 to
Russia's doorstep. From 1994
onwards the NATO alliance and
individual NATO states had acted
against Russia's allies and associates
- from Serbia in 1990s to Libya and
Syria 2011 onwards. US withdrawal
from the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty
[2001] and deployment of its 'antimissile shield in Eastern Europe, and
US backing of pro-Western groups in
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EDITORIAL: Responding to a DANGEROUS AND TURBULENT WORLD
A DANGEROUS AND TURBULENT WORLD
The outset of 2017 sees the world facing unprecedented dangers
and turbulence. The degree of chaos and violence, widespread
terrorism, rejection of globalisation and political establishments,
and resurgence of populist and nationalist forces, all cause and in
some ways reflect prevalent deep uncertainty and anxiety.
Conflicts across the Middle East and beyond - Afghanistan [15
years], Iraq [13 years], Syria [over 5 years], Libya [over 5 years],
Israel/Palestine [unresolved after 70 years] and regions of Africa
- have killed millions and wreaked untold destruction. The
appalling suffering is truly heartbreaking and beyond
comprehension.
2016 unleashed huge political shocks in the form of Brexit and
election of Donald Trump as US President. The success of the
nationalist-populist Northern League and anti-euro Five Star
Movement in Italy's referendum, and 40%-plus vote for Austria's
defeated neo-fascist presidential candidate Norbert Hoffer, signal
danger to liberal democracy in EU. Forthcoming elections in
France, Netherlands and Germany, between tolerant, inclusive
and socially responsible parties and populist anti-immigrant and
Islamophobic ones, will be decisive for Europe's direction and
values.
Some observers fear President Trump will usher in a new US
isolationism and "lack of strong US leadership of the West". That
'leadership' in recent decades gave the world Afghanistan, Iraq,
and other disasters, the reactive emergence of ISIS, and mass
migration crisis. Such 'leadership' the world can well do without.
It remains unclear whether Trump's controversial rhetoric was for
real – or to kick his way into the headlines. He says he will boost
US military power – but not engage in overseas interventionism.
He has spoken of working closely with Russia to defeat ISIS, and
not try overthrowing President Assad of Syria. This approach
could end the Syrian Civil War, allowing Assad to stay in power

pending an internationally-agreed political solution. A Trump
presidency hopefully could see US-Russian relations turning away
from current 'New Cold War' [see UfP conference report] to
business-like mutual respect and constructive engagement,
paving the way to mutually beneficial dialogue and detente.

UNITING for PEACE RESPONSE – AN AMBITIOUS
PROGRAMME for PEACE & JUSTICE
The emerging New World Order is clearly set to be turbulent and
volatile. In these difficult and uncertain times, Uniting for Peace
has decided to redouble its efforts, embarking upon an ambitious
agenda for building peace in 2017 and beyond. This programme
will include working closely with PeaceJam – an international
youth movement working for peace.
Our 2017 AGM and Spring Conference at Wesley's Chapel,
London, on 25 March, launches the year's programme. Its theme
– "Global Terrorism - The Peace Movement Response" –
promises in-depth analysis of a neglected subject. May/June sees
UfP hosting a conference on "Brexit, Trump, Rise of Populism
– Is a Better World Possible?" In September UfP plans with
other peace groups to present the Peace Stall at the 2017 Labour
Party Conference in Brighton. September also sees UfP's Erskine
Childers Lecture 2017, on "To Save Succeeding Generations
from the Scourge of War – Is the UN Capable of Building
a Peaceful World?" UfP's Annual Conference in
October/November explores the urgent topic of "World
Religions and Peace". UfP also plans to revamp its website,
spearhead a drive for new members, expand its supporters
network and live-stream future events.
We welcome support and donations from our members but more
importantly sincerely hope our members will join us for these
important events promoting peace and justice.
Vijay Mehta [UfP Chair] & Brian Cooper [UfP Co-ordinator]
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John Sawers, ex-head of MI6: "The West has failed to build a
correct strategic relationship with Russia over the past decade. We
need a strategic understanding with Moscow for global security."

ex-Soviet republics with aim of removing pro-Russian regimes
eg.Ukraine, all seen as very threatening in Moscow, were
producing robust Russian reactions to protect its national security.
US and UK blamed Russia for current tensions - but unless they
listened to and understood Russia's perspective, the results could
be catastrophic.
For Rev. Brian Cooper, UfP Co-ordinator
and Inter-Faith Secretary, the 'New Cold War'
began with Western failure to treat postSoviet Russia as a partner. He quoted ex-CIA
director Robert Gates that US severe
underestimation of "Russian humiliation
[over] dissolution of USSR" and US
arrogance towards the new Russia "had led
to deep and long-term resentment and
bitterness." Post-9/11, Putin was first world
leader to offer - and give - President Bush full
support in 'The War on Terror' but his offer of cordial partnership
was spurned. Speaking after the Beslan School atrocity by
Chechen Jihadists [2004], Putin said post-Soviet Russia had been
left weakened against threats from West and East [NATO, Islamist
terrorism]; at 2007 Munich Security Conference he denounced US
aggression in Middle East and zest for regime change. Gorbachev
had highlighted Western misinterpretation of events: eg. Russia's
defence of South Ossetia against Georgia's invasion [2008] was
called "Russia's invasion of Georgia"! On Crimea, Putin had long
resisted ultra-nationalist pressure to regain it, and had only done
so out of fear of losing its key strategic naval base to a pro-NATO
regime in Kiev. In Ukraine's two breakaway regions, most
Russians fighting alongside anti-Kiev militias were volunteers with
ultra-nationalist
agendas, eg. the oddly-named 'Russian
Orthodox Army' dedicated to restoring the Csarist Empire! It was
essential for the West to re-establish a business-like relationship
of dialogue and detente with Russia. Finally, Cooper quoted Sir
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Vijay Mehta, UfP Chair, said the New Cold
War, unlike the first one, was not about
ideological competition, nuclear arms race or
an Iron Curtain - but international power and
influence. "No rules have been established, the
terrain is fluid, it is more volatile - hence more
risky than the old Cold War." There was now a
"climate of hysteria and demonisation which
never existed in the first Cold War." After
reiterating East-West tensions over two
decades, Mehta recalled Ukraine's crisis had
begun with US pressure to join NATO - "even
though it should have been obvious that Ukraine has deep
historical, cultural, linguistic, economic and political ties with
Moscow and any effort to pull it into an anti-Russian alliance was
playing with fire." Ukraine's parliament had voted for nonalignment [2010]; all opinion polls showed a majority against
NATO membership. EU backing for US with an exclusive economic
treaty prompted violent crisis. The New Cold War was boosting
arms expenditure and escalation on both sides, forcing EU states
to accept US hegemony, causing Russian media to demonise the
West - and much increasing Putin's popularity at home. Removal
of anti-Russian sanctions would defuse tensions and pave the way
for East-West co-operation to solve urgent issues in Middle East
and elsewhere.
The Open Forum urged neutral country mediation between USA
and Russia; Russia-West action on Iran Nuclear Agreement
showed cooperation was possible; Russia wanted recognition and
respect; need for confidence-building measures.
[also see report on UfP website] Report by Brian Cooper & Bernie Holland
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Uniting for Peace at 2016 Labour Conference

Chris Butler and Rebecca Sharkey at
the Peace Stall

After 2-year lapse UfP returned
to the Labour Party conference
[September 2016], sharing the
Peace Stall with the new Global
Nuclear Weapons Ban Coalition
[Abolition 2000UK, International
Campaign for Abolition of
Nuclear Weapons and Labour
Action for Peace]. At UN General

Assembly over 120 non-nuclear weapon states have voted to
convene in 2017 a conference to negotiate a treaty making all
nuclear weapons illegal. Our very enthusiastic team of helpers
collected nearly 500 signatures for a petition urging the Labour
Party to support these multilateral negotiations and call on the UK
government, which opposed them, to do likewise. Many useful
conversations with conference participants spread knowledge of
this important breakthrough towards a nuclear weapon-free
Report by Frank Jackson (edited)
world, first for many years.

REVIEW: POPULAR PROTEST IN PALESTINE
Focussed on non-violent resistance to Israel’s
occupation of Palestine, this book reports many
incidents, both successes (few) and failures (many).
Defining and analysing different forms of resistance
developed over the years – symbolic, polemical,
offensive, defensive, constructive – it gives examples
in various contexts. The measured, almost academic
tone, yet reveals the inhumanity of the situation,
with admiration for the courage of those who stand
up non-violently to the might of the Israeli state.
Sadly, the authors conclude: “Palestinian popular
resistance since the Second Intifada appears to have
exercised virtually no significant influence on large
sections of the Israeli public.” The book argues only

external pressures, including the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions (BOS) Campaign, can
succeed where the Palestinians’ own resistance,
violent and non-violent, has failed, concluding with
the hope a just solution will ultimately be achieved.
Israel’s foundation after the Holocaust, its ‘never
again’ syndrome and belief only a secure Jewish
homeland can ensure that end, are not discussed.
Ultimately, peace between Israelis and Palestinians
will only come when both recognise their common
humanity transcends their divisions.
Frank Jackson
POPULAR PROTEST IN PALESTINE – The Uncertain Future
of Unarmed Resistance, by Marwan Darweish and Andrew
Rigby.
Pluto Press pb £12.99 ISBN: 9780-7453-3509

UfP 2017 AGM & SPRING CONFERENCE
Theme:

‘GLOBAL TERRORISM – THE PEACE MOVEMENT RESPONSE’
Analysing the causes and nature of the phenomenon of global terrorism today, and role of the Peace Movement in responses to it.

Speakers include:

Humphrey Hawksley, Author, BBC Foreign Correspondent
Prof. Makram Khoury-Machoul, Founder, Europe Centre for Study of Extremism, Cambridge
Owen Bennett-Jones, Author, BBC Presenter
Vijay Mehta, UfP Chair
Session by PeaceJam youth organisation
SATURDAY 25 MARCH 2017 • AGM 10.30-12.00 • CONFERENCE 12.00-17.00
WESLEY’S CHAPEL • 49 CITY ROAD • EC1 1AU • CITY of LONDON
UfP website (see page 1) for more details. Registration: contact Vijay Mehta – 0207-791-1717 • vijay@vmpeace.org • Brian Cooper – 0131-446-9545

Nearest Tube station Old Street
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BUILDING A DEMOCRATIC UN FOR ALL HUMANITY
Professor Federico Mayor Zaragoza,
former Director-General of UNESCO famous
for initiating its 'Culture of Peace'
programme, gave a truly inspiring 2016
Erskine Childers lecture on Building a
Culture of Peace in a World of
Conflicts, on 6 October 2016 at Hilton
London Euston. Addressing some ninety
people, he stressed humanity stood at "a
decisive moment in world history", re-stating Childers' challenge
of over thirty years ago: "We have to go forward with the giant
undertaking of building a democratic United Nations to make the
real world safe, just and sustainable for all our children." In a
wide-ranging lecture discussing democracy and globalisation, bigstate domination, development and humanitarian aid, world
poverty, citizens' rights and curbing arms expenditure, he showed
great optimism that humanity was intelligent and resourceful
enough to solve its current daunting problems. People had an
"absolutely unbelievable capacity" to imagine and create a better
future, "guided by principles of justice, freedom, solidarity and
equal human dignity." Long cowed into fear and obedience,
because of international communications and digital technology
"people are not silent and fearful anymore".
Re-asserting UN's foundation democratic principles meant that
big-power domination of the global agenda by groups like G7 and
G20, often frustrating the UN's will, had to be reversed. The
global community of 193 UN states should no longer accept only
7 or 20 states "holding the reins of the common destiny". The
World Bank also needed democratic reform. Begun as the World
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, under US Republican
pressure it had been reduced to just 'World Bank', a tool for the
richest countries. It was vital to recapture the spirit of
international co-operation through UN, at its peak in 1960s-1970s
when 'sharing' – materially and intellectually – was the
watchword. "All this has disappeared. There is now no money for
solidarity. We are unable to help millions in need. What we are
practising today is exploitation." Such was the reality of today's
flawed global economy: driven by greed and irresponsibility, it was
primarily preoccupied with speculation and 'de-localisation' with
production and jobs outsourced to cheap-labour countries like
Bangladesh and China, causing de-industrialisation in Europe. The

current system resulted in gross inequality – "70 people today
have more money than all the rest of humanity" – and immense
poverty with over 20,000 people dying of hunger every day.
It could not be rationally argued that finance to help the world's
poor was lacking, while $4 billion per day was being spent on
weapons and military resources. There had to be an urgent reallocation of some military expenditure to the UN. "If we could get
only 10% [of arms spending], then every day we would have $400
million for all the UN priorities – food, clean water, health services,
hospitals, environmental care and education. How can they say no
to this?" Fundamental economic and cultural change were
urgently needed. "We must change this economy of violence and
killing to an economy based on knowledge, wisdom and
sustainable human development." In international relations,
changing to such a culture of peace would entail non-violent
solutions to disputes: "We can solve so many things through
mediation, conciliation, encounter and dialogue."
A further very serious issue was the immense power of the media
being controlled by a small number of people whose intentions
were questionable. However, through the 'common media'
accessible via the internet, the people now had a voice and could
speak out against all wrongdoing. The emphasis on 'We, the
People' was a frequent refrain in Zaragoza's address, as he
recalled Franklin D. Roosevelt's original vision for UN, with the
popular will for peace empowering the UN institutions to "save
succeeding generations from the scourge of war".
Echoing his quotation of John F. Kennedy's inspiring declaration
–"There is no challenge that is beyond the distinctive human
capacity" – he concluded with a clarion call to reject dogmatism
and fanaticism, and "write the future". "When we are free we can
really create – we can invent the future – and this invention of the
future is our dream. For the first time in history we can all be
aware of all the problems that face us, knowing that we are able
to solve them."
The lively Open Forum heard questions and comments on the
war in Syria, the ongoing Israel/ Palestine conflict and tensions in
Eastern Europe between USA, NATO and Russia threatening peace
in the region. Erskine Childers Lecture 2016 proved a very
informative and challenging occasion. [See also report on UfP
website]
Report by Brian Cooper & Bernie Holland

BREXIT UK, Europe and Peace – Edinburgh Event
UfP's UN International Peace Day event at Edinburgh Quaker
Meeting House [20 September 2016], co-organised with
Edinburgh Peace & Justice Centre, focused on 'Britain and
Brexit - Impact on World Peace'. Chair Dr. Arthur Chapman
set the tone with Arun Gandhi's Peace Message 'Open Our Hearts
to the World'.
UfP Chair Vijay Mehta related themes of his book Peace Beyond
Borders [see Issue 16] to the current unprecedented existential
EU crisis of Brexit, Eurozone, immigration and resurgent
nationalisms: "There is risk Europe's great peace-promoting
project will start to unravel." He stressed its vision, structures and
co-operative working overall remained a model urgently relevant
for global peace and security. Europe had been transformed from
a continent prone to wars to a continent of peace.
"Internationalism, solidarity and co-operation" were the keys to
building world peace. Rob Perkins [Control Arms Monitor] said
EU and UK were both violating the 2014 global Arms Trade Treaty
– signed by 87 states including EU ones and UK – by their arms
sales to Saudi Arabia, a state committing human rights abuses in
Yemen's civil war, despite EU controls. 2015 had seen £2.8 billion
UK arms sales to SA. Post-Brexit, UK could weaken its arms sales
controls yet was likely to follow EU embargoes. For Brian Larkin
[EPJC], new EU proposals for weapons research and a European
Defence Force, under pressure from arms manufacturers,
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dangerously negated EU's founding peace purpose and principles.
Rev. Brian Cooper, UfP Co-ordinator & Inter-Faith Secretary, on
'What Future for Euro-Idealism?', said popular enthusiasm across
Europe for EU's peace project was weakening as economic crisis
destroyed belief in EU as engine of prosperity for all, with
xenophobia and anti-migrant sentiment expressing deep
discontent. Recalling former EU President Jacques Delors' warning
– "Unless Europe finds a soul, it will have no future" – he urged a
'new European moral vision' of shared values and common cultural
and spiritual heritage.
Dr. Thomas Daffern, Director of International Institute of Peace
and Global Philosophy, commending Peace Beyond Borders, said
EU had prevented conflict between members states, but not in
neighbouring Yugoslavia. EU's example was helping to develop
federalism in South America. EU should be neutral about conflicts
on its borders, eg. Ukraine, Syria, and emphasise mediation and
conflict resolution. An EU Mediation Service, offering diplomacy
and financial incentives to warring parties to achieve peace
settlements, would be very beneficial.
The Open Forum urged post-Brexit UK should not become
isolationist; stressed need to discuss all aspects of the immigration
issue; reminded the audience the big-power military-industrial
complex posed ongoing threats to peace.
Report by Brian Cooper
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