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“Moving Towards a New United Nations” was topical theme for 
UfP’s successful 2018 UN Symposium held at Hilton London 
Euston on 29th October attended by a large gathering. UfP 
Chair, Vijay Mehta said, ‘Our world is beset with 40 con�icts 
with violence costing $14.6 trillion per year, grassroots peace 
campaigners were more vital than ever.’ Event chair Rita 
Payne, President Emeritus Commonwealth Journalists Associ-
ation and UfP Vice President, said, ‘Warmongers dominate the 
headlines – peace seems to be fading.’ Voices of civil society in 
many countries being suppressed by authoritarian leaders.

Fabian Hamilton MP, Shadow Peace and Disarmament Minis-
ter, said, ‘UN had come a long way with great achievements, 
e.g. Paris Climate Change Agreement, Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty, Sustainable Development Goals, but US unilateral 
withdrawal from agreements threaten a shift from global 
cooperation. US actions were leading to new arms race. UK, in 
danger of turning inwards, should rather encourage countries 
to work together, if we ignored the rest of the world it would 
overwhelm us. We must recognise the problems are intercon-
nected. UN systems had not adapted to the multi-polar world 
and must change to work for all. It was urgent UN worked to 
stop countries becoming failed states. Labour Party backs 
reform and enhancement of the Security Council – exclusive 
club of the Five must end. UN Treaty to ban Nuclear Weapons 
revealed the great gap between nuclear and non-clear states, 
with a breakdown of trust. It was vital to build a new consen-
sus to bridge the world’s divisions.’

Natalie Samarasinghe, Executive Director, UNA-UK, said, ‘It 
campaigned for a  more transparent, more inclusive, more 
accountable and above all an e�ective UN. Current global 
challenges could only be solved by global co-operation, 
making abundantly clear the new for UN. It is overstretched, 
underfunded, politicised, bureaucratic and often fails, but UN 
remains the only organisation with the reach, remit and 
capability to address the spectrum of challenges we face. 
Indeed, it was already doing so by behind-the-scenes work to 
prevent war, by peacekeepers who protect people in places 

where others will not go, on international laws ranging from 
bio-diversity to Human Rights and life saving humanitarian 
work.’

‘Humanity was in a very dangerous period – past experience 
warned another large scale world war was possible, but a 
reformed UN could prevent this. UNA-UK was addressing UN’s 
democracy and solidarity de�cits. The UN remain totally states 
centric, but global NGO’s and businesses needed to be 
engaged in UN decision making and delivering UN work on 
the ground, taking over tasks they could do better and 
enabling UN to concentrate on peace and security priorities. 
Western countries had gained more from the post 1945 
system than poorer countries – humanitarian aid to the latter 
have insulated the West from crisis  - but this imbalance had to 
be changed by tackling structural inequalities in UN system.’

Jeremy Gilley, Founder, Peace One Day, gave an upbeat 
account of his global movement supporting the Annual Peace 
Day, (21st September) now known by 1 billion people across 
the world. He stressed the importance of mobilising youth 
activism in grassroots pro UN peace campaigns.

UfP Chair, Vijay Mehta discussing ‘Reforming the UN in 21st 
Century,’ reiterated key themes he had  expounded at the 
Scotland events. Analysing the global scene, Mehta declared, 
‘The world seems spinning out of control. President Trump 
�outs many world agreements, West-Russia relations deterio-
rate with NATO threatening expansion to Georgia and Ukraine, 

“From le� to right: Rev. Brian Cooper, Natalie Samarasinghe, Jeremy Gilley,
 Rita Payne, Vijay Mehta, Fabian Hamilton MP”



power rivalries prevent peace in Syria and Yemen, Israel-Pales-
tine con�ict festers with no just solution for Palestinians in 
prospect. US trade war on China and sanctions against Iran 
damaged the world economy.’

‘All this argued for urgent restoration of the authority of UN as 
world’s leading and most representative forum for global 
con�ict and peace building, and reforms for it to achieve its as 
yet unful�lled original goal ‘To Save Succeeding Generations 
from the Scourge of War.’ There are hopeful signs as the new 
Secretary General Antonio Guterres is doing excellent work in 
the �eld of elimination of big power aggression and reasser-
tion of international law, dialogue and diplomacy and reduc-
tion of weapons.’

Continued from front page- London Event Probes UN's Prospects

UfP 6 April Spring Conference theme sums up the current crisis facing the 
global future. Overarching challenges from climate change,  gross inequali-
ty, to nuclear threat, arms trade, migration and others, know no frontiers; 
con�icts involving major powers in Yemen, Syria and Afghanistan are 
unresolved. President's Trump's competitive nationalism and blatant 
anti-internationalism, President Bolsonaro of Brazil's climate change 
irresponsibility, UK's diminished status due to Brexit, France's domestic 
instability, EU's weakness due to Brexit, Central European illiberalism and 
Eurozone crisis - all mean the will for and structures of global cooperation 
are gravely at risk just when so urgently needed. This lack of e�ective 
cooperation is deplorable and dangerous. Unexpectedly, China has 
emerged as leading pro-internationalist state.
What can the Peace Movement do? 2018 saw UfP stress the UN and reforms 
needed for it to tackle the global issues. In UK we must press HM 

Editorial – Global Problems Need Global Solutions

Leena Patel: An Undeniable Impact
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Government to strengthen the UN, adopt a UN-centred foreign policy, and 
work for e�ective multilateralism. Hypocritical actions, like arming Saudi 
Arabia while lamenting its terrible humanitarian crisis, must cease. Peace 
NGOs must step up pressure for Trident replacement abolition [now also 
urged by some right-wing �gures on �nancial grounds]. UK should stop 
dangerously provocative NATO manoeuvres on Russia's borders, de-esca-
late tensions and strive for renewed East-West dialogue. It should also 
activate the Commonwealth's potential as a global peace-builder. 
Please participate in our Spring Conference on Saturday 6th April 2019 at 
Wesley’s Chapel, 49 City Road, London EC1Y 1U  from 10:30am  to 11:45 
AGM and 12:00pm to 5:00pm conference to examine these themes in 
depth.

Vijay Mehta (UfP Chair) and Brian Cooper (UfP Co-Ordinator)

Leena Patel, CEO of Global Impact Systems and founder of Sandbox-
2Boardroom.com, is a dynamic trailblazer who does not let the status quo 
inhibit her abilities to step into her power. Her company works to enable 
businesses to become market leaders through designing, streamlining, 
and executing on innovation initiatives. Within Global Impact Systems, 
Leena focuses on empowering the people she works with, believing them 
to be her greatest assets.

“One must balance a con�dent commanding presence with the sensitivity 
to be attuned to others. It is an interesting dynamic,”   You have to �nd a way 
to bridge the gap, to soften up and acknowledge that people have 
challenges in the workplace.”

Through keynotes, consulting, and strategy days, Leena trains business 
leaders to become key persons of in�uence.

Leena traces her Leena own self-con�dence back to her childhood, where 
she had a strong in�uence: her grandfather, a direct disciple of Gandhi. He 
encouraged her to “stand up for what [she believes] in, even if it means 
changing the status quo.” Leena gravitated towards his message and has 
never let the traditional paths de�ne or con�ne her.

Leena believes that what appears as an inhibitor can become a driver for 
action. Her impact is undeniable but she continues to endeavour for more 
– “Success is a never-ending journey, a combination of doing what you love 
and serving others. My vision is to see one hundred women within the 
Fortune 500 in CEO roles by 2025. That means we’ve got to keep banging 
the drum for change.”

She says: “[Women of colour] do not have the same privileges that other 
women or men have. However, our history, our story, and our experiences 
have given us so much inner strength and tenacity. And we are blessed to 
live at a time where there are platforms like Colour Magazine for us to share 
our stories. Women should take advantage of these opportunities to 
remind themselves that we are all in this together.”

Leena Patel is a committee member of Uniting for Peace.

Interview by Victoria Awkward

Rev. Brian Cooper, UfP Churches and Inter-Faith Secretary, on 
the UN and the World Religions reiterated his key Edinburgh 
themes, especially global faith bodies support for UN humani-
tarian actions and global responsibilities beyond national 
borders. 

The Open Forum heard calls for cessation of UK arms sales to 
Saudi Arabia and to end war in Yemen, a global movement for 
global governance, reform of UN Peacekeeping, greater 
awareness of Democratic Republic of  Congo crisis, meeting 
problems of globalisation to reverse the rise of far right, and 
urgency of new Marshall Plan to tackle root causes of 
migration.

Report by Rosemary Addington and Rev. Brian Cooper



Uniting for Peace (UfP) stall at the Labour Party 2018 Annual Conference 
was shared as usual with Labour Action The for Peace (LAP). This year we 
were joined by the Campaign Against Arms Trade (CAAT), with the focus on 
the “conventional” weapons that are responsible for all the day-to-day 
killing around the world. In particular, we were promoting a campaign for 
the Labour Party Opposition in Parliament to set up a “Shadow Defence 
Diversi�cation Agency” to plan for alternative skilled jobs when cuts are 
made to military expenditure (which of course we wish for). A Labour 
government would then be well prepared to implement such a policy soon 
after being returned to power. This campaign already has the support of 
Fabian Hamilton, Shadow Peace and Disarmament Minister, the TUC and 
several unions, but it is not yet o�cial Labour Party policy.

The three groups all have their own speci�c priorities and their own 
literature, but we work as a team to promote the general theme. For the 
second year LAP produced a postcard with a simple quiz on peace issues, 
which was a good way of starting discussions and an excellent educational 
tool. CAAT had material on the scandal of arms sales to Saudi Arabia, and 
the horror of their use in Yemen. UfP had a special supplement to its 
Newsletter, covering some wider peace issues. All these were received well.

An excellent team, including three new volunteers, ensured that the stall 
was fully sta�ed at all times,

FRANK JACKSON, UfP Vice-President

Book Review – America’s Liberal Delusions
Post-1945 USA intervened over 30 times from Latin America and Africa to 
Middle East and Paci�c Asia, staging CIA coups, subverting progressive 
regimes, and backing right-wing dictators, making democratic declara-
tions while really making the world safe for anti-communism and US 
capitalism. Post Cold War regime change wars in Afghanistan, Iraq and 
Libya and the anti-Russian coup in Ukraine, continued such intervention-
ism for global supremacy, under pretext of exporting liberalism. Since 
9/11, USA has been at war 7 times, costing over $5 trillion and 480,000 
people killed (Watson Institute, Brown University).

Chicago politics professor, John Mearsheimer, In The Great Delusion: 
Liberal Dreams and International Reality (Yale University Press, $30), 
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deems this latter  - arising from post 1991 unipolar supremacy supposedly 
advancing both US interests and democracy, a tragic failure. USA has 
become a highly militarised state �ghting wars that undermine peace, 
harmony, human rights and threatens liberal values (in USA). The author 
neglects the Neo-Con’s agenda of projecting military power to secure 
resources and markets but correctly urges a more restrained foreign policy 
based on national interests, realpolitik checks and balances, dialogue with 
competing powers. President Trump’s quirky rhetoric echoes some of this, 
but sanctions and trade wars are his new interventionism. 

Rev. Brian Cooper, UfP Co-ordinator

LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE, LIVERPOOL, September 2018

The Green Party Conference 2018 took place on 5-7 October at Bristol City 
Hall. Uniting for Peace stall had an eye-catching sign put by the organisers. 
The stall had CND on its left hand side and a liberal think-tank group on its 
right hand side. Jonathan Fosh, a UfP supporter and partner of Lilias 
Cheyne, went to a seminar on universal wage and Lilias went to the Green 
Women’s meeting. And there they spread the Uniting for Peace message 
and collected signatures for a petition written by Frank Jackson urging 
policymakers for the need of disarmament so that the world can eliminate 
huge number of weapons of all kinds, and set up a Defence Diversi�cation 
Agency. There were 1,000 attendees at the conference. The delegates were 
handed newsletters and �yers which were received with enthusiasm. On 
Saturday, Jonathan went on a guided walk around Bristol, lead by a Green 
Party councillor.

A dance class was organised by Mayor of Bristol attended by Lilias and 
Jonathan. Uniting for Peace was extended an invitation to join together 
and bond in a cross party amalgamation to build a Culture of Peace which 
encompasses all facets of all political belief systems. The news of the 
appointment of Fabian Hamilton MP as Shadow Minister for Peace and 
Disarmament was well received at the conference. Among the visitors to 
the stall were some of the highly regarded members of the Green Party: 
Baroness Jenny Jones, Jonathan Porritt, Natalie Bennett, Jonathan Bartley 
and Sian Berry (current co-leaders of the Green Party). Caroline Lucas MP, 
Keith Taylor MEP, Jean Lambert MEP. An excellent team of Lilias Cheyne and 
Jonathan Fosh minded the stall.

Lilias Cheyne, UfP Committee Member

Green Party Conference, Bristol, October 2018
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Establishing Departments for  
Peace and Peace Centres Worldwide

‘In the ministerial 
appointments, we may well 
be appointing in the future, 
a Minister for Peace and 
Disarmament.’
Jeremy Corbyn, Leader of the 
Labour Party in an interview  

‘The proposal that there should be a Ministry 
of Peace within Governments is not merely 
admirable, but if implemented, would represent 
serious indication of actual intent. I’m happy 
to give my support to such a body whose 
responsibility would include being a consistent 
voice for non-violent means of settling disputes.’
His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, Nobel Peace Prize 
Laureate 1989 
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‘Vijay proposes that in countries and communities, in governments, 
private institutions and media, Peace Departments and Peace Centres  
be established to report on and promote peace. I fully agree, adding to 
the commendable efforts undertaken by thousands around the world  
in promoting peace, reconciliation, solidarity among peoples.’
Jose Ramos Horta, Nobel Peace Prize Winner 1996, and Former President  
of Timor-Leste

‘I welcome this contribution to the discussion on how we can secure 
peace in our increasingly perilous world. Ministries of Peace could play  

John McDonnell MP, Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer, UK

‘A clear and concise argument for the establishment of a governmental 
Department for Peace. Explaining how we, as a society, must 

essential read for activists and campaigners who believe in a more 
peaceful world.’
Fabian Hamilton MP, Shadow Minister for Peace and Disarmament, UK

‘War is not inevitable. We need to create structures in our governments  
 

of Department for Peace is a powerful tool which provides programmes 
for education and support for community organizations to be more 
humane and caring.’
Dennis Kucinich, American politician who introduced the US Department  
of Peace Legislation to Congress on July 2001 

 
this book. How helpful it would be if we knew how to avoid war in  
our international relationships.’
Sir Mark Rylance, Actor, Theatre Director and Playwright, UK

How Not To Go To War

spending with spurious appeals to patriotism. 

In 2017, the world spent all time high $1.7 trillion on its uniformed �ghters. 
That’s equivalent to about a thousand dollars per family on the planet. Yet 
all these weapons have not made the world less violent. In 2015, violence 
cost the global economy some 14 trillion dollars, a surge of 15% from 2008. 
That number might seem high, until one considers the escalating inequali-
ty, famine, pollution, disease, collapse of public services, environmental 
damage and climate change that follows in the wake of war. Institutions 
endure. They can outlast the people that create them. The question asked 
by this book is, How can peace be institutionalised?

The book �nds that the institutions of war need to be matched by institu-
tions of peace. For every Department of Defence, there needs to be a 
department of peace that allocates public resources to forestall violence 
and militarism, by measures of pre-emptive con�ict resolution rather than 
waiting for it to occur and then deploying violence against it. Such depart-
ments of peace will be distinct from foreign and development ministries, 

Establishing Departments for Peace and Peace Centres Worldwide 
Uniting for Peace Chair Vijay Mehta writes a book on world without war 

War has been institutional-
ised. Giant military industries, 
formed from thousands of 
companies and employers, 
ensure that every old genera-
tion of war pro�teers is 
replaced by a new one. 
Admirals, generals and senior 
defence o�cials demand that 
trillions of dollars are 
funnelled every year into the 
co�ers of arms companies. 
People whose careers depend 
on the cycle of arms and 
warfare, insist that any break 
in funding is some kind of 
betrayal or national humilia-
tion. Manipulated by vested 
interests, mainstream media 
justify increased military 

compromised as they are by espionage, export-promotion and securitisa-
tion of aid. By opening peace / social centres / franchises, in each city, town 
and village, the Peace Department can contain violence and foster a 
culture of peace.

Fundamental to all this is the pressing need for institutionalised Peace- a 
network of self-sustaining peace centres and social enterprises / compa-
nies, governmental peace departments and commentators that have 
peace as their core mission, in the same way that arms manufacturers and 
defence ministries institutionalise con�ict. The book shows how the 
establishment of Departments of Peace and Peace Centres worldwide will 
result in saving of trillions of US dollars which governments can utilise in 
jobs creation, healthcare, education and peace building.

Only by institutionalising peace at many levels of society, can the peace 
movement become powerful enough to face-down the many commercial 
and o�cial networks that have a vested interest in armed violence. A better 
world has less violence and war. That is what this book aims to achieve. The 
time for action is now. There may not be a tomorrow to wait for.

‘In the ministerial appointments, we may well be appointing in the future, 
a Minister for Peace and Disarmament’
Jeremy Corbyn, Leader of the Labour Party

‘I’m happy to give my support to Ministry for Peace whose responsibility would 
include being a consistent voice for non-violent means of settling disputes’
His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Nobel Peace Laureate 1989. 

If you would like to host a book discussion event where Vijay can speak on 
the core message of the book, please get in touch with our Media team: 
Charlie Fox – charlie@unitingforpeace.com or
Saron Tadele – saron@unitingforpeace.com.  

Publisher: New Internationalist Publications Ltd (24 Jan. 2019), Paperback - 
208 pages, Price: £9.99 + UK Postage and Packaging (£2.00)
Please make cheques payable to “Vijay Mehta” and post it to: Vijay Mehta, 
Uniting for Peace, 14 Cavell Street, E1 2HP, United Kingdom or Buy Online 
from www.unitingforpeace.com 
For bulk orders please get in touch with Dan Raymond-Barker of 
New Internationalist: danrb@newint.org

Clive Wilson

Designing The Purposeful World – A Brief Review By The Author Clive Wilson

The full title of this publication “Designing the Purposeful World – the 
Sustainable Development Goals as a blueprint for humanity” is deliberate.  
I was inspired in December when I �rst read the draft for the UN Sustaina-
ble Development Goals during my Christmas break.  The world being 
described for the 2030 time horizon was exactly the one I held in my heart 
and mind’s eye.  I had just �nished writing “Designing the Purposeful 
Organization” and had mused in the �nal chapter that the principles 
outlined in the body of the text could very easily be applied to the whole 
world.  There are eight principles in all and the �rst two are purpose and 
vision.  It seemed to me that world leaders at the UN had amazingly 
described a very plausible and inspiring vision at the 2030 time horizon 
and this was my call to write a sequel.  In my new book, I use a very similar 
construct, taking the reader (chapter by chapter) through eight robust 
“conditions” for success – explaining them in the context of global sustain-
ability.  I was also particularly inspired by Al Gore’s “Reasons for Hope” 
which explain how climate change is being mitigated and I have therefore 
o�ered a “Reasons for hope” chapter of my own peppered with mini case 
studies for each of the seventeen SDGs ranging from massive interventions 
like the work of Tesla’s Elon Musk, through famous achievements like that 
of Malala Yousafzai, the Pakistani activist for female education and the 
youngest Nobel Prize laureate – right through to inspiring contributions 

from lesser known ordinary people doing amazing things for our world.
The book is a call to action for every one of us to engage with the world 
around us and simply follow our hearts into action in support of the world 
we want to leave for future generations.
Clive Wilson is the Chair of the Harrogate branch of the United Nations 
Association (UNA).
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