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4D GOES GLOBAL! 

2012 INTERNATIONAL THRUST FOR UFP CAMPAIGN 
niting for Peace’s 4D Campaign, our current major 
initiative, has aroused much interest worldwide. 
There have been very positive responses at 

events, social media and requests for speakers at 
meetings. A momentum has been built up, and is 
expected to increase during 2012.  
This year will also see a new 
dimension to the 4D campaign, as it 
‘Goes Global’. Our aim is for it to 
become steadily a truly international 
campaign. The charter itself speaks 
of “Creating global frameworks” for 
action on major inter-connected 
challenges facing the world today, 
with solutions related to the issues 
of Disarmament, Demilitarisation, 
Development and Democracy. It also 
speaks of “informing and engaging in 
the UK and globally with leaders, 
policy makers, parliamentarians, 
NGOs, international institutions, and the UN and EU”. 
Step by step, this can be done.  

Important international initiatives have already been 
taken. The charter has been promoted at key world peace 
events in the UK, India, Pakistan, Germany and Norway. It 
has already been translated into Armenian, Japanese and 
Urdu (see UfP website); other translations are in 

preparation. UfP has undertaken a 
special “Japan Project for the 4D 
Charter” and the charter has been 
sent to twenty peace organisations 
in Japan, with the aim of building 
links for future cooperation.  
The Charter has already attracted 
significant endorsements from 
luminaries worldwide – those 
below speak eloquently of the 
urgent relevance of the Charter for 
today.  
Finally any UfP members with 
international contacts which they 
believe would be interested in 

receiving the 4D Charter should contact our London 
office. Please help us to “Go Global!” 

    
    
 

U

I support this important campaign of 4D for World Peace, necessary steps to peace. Mairead 
Maguire, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate (1976), Northern Ireland 

 
Peace is not only the absence of war, it means calm and it means conditions where human beings 
can maintain their human integrity. Dr. Shirin Ebaadi, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate (2003), Iran 

 
I support Uniting for Peace for a safer world and endorse 4D for World Peace. 4D, Count me in…! 
Deepak Chopra, Best Selling Author and Founder Chopra Foundation, USA 

 
The 4D Charter provides the essential dimensions of struggle for a more humane and sustainable 
future. It offers us a 21st century map capable of guiding our moral and political imagination in its 
search for practical solutions. Richard Falk, UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights for 
Palestinian Territories 

 

The Charter sets out inspiring goals and highlights important points. The idea of a forum for critical 
discussion, developing solutions and implementation of global peace and sustainable development 
is both necessary and important. Jeremy Gilley, Founder Peace One Day, UK 

World peace is not a utopian dream. It can be realised by overcoming forces of destruction, violence 
and warmongering. Uniting for Peace, merging Action for UN Renewal and World Disarmament 

Campaign, is a civil society organisation helping to do just that. 
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In Scotland events focused on Edinburgh,
Glasgow, Perth and Brechin. At St. Mark’s
Unitarian Church in central Edinburgh, forty-
five people attended the Inter-Faith Prayers
for World Peace event on Peace Sunday,

which I led with representatives from across the faith spectrum in
the city. At the Universal Peace Federation event for UN Peace
Day in Perth, opened by Lord Provost John Hulbert – who said the
city was a member of Mayors for Peace – I spoke on the
significance of the day and the role of the world’s faiths in relation
to the UN. UfP members took part in an event at Edinburgh Peace
and Justice Centre; three house meetings on ‘Peace in the Middle
East’ were held during September; a UfP stall featured at
Glasgow Peace Federation’s exhibition (September 24). At
Brechin Cathedral, Rev. David Mumford led an ecumenical Vigil
around the Peace Pole. As a follow-up, on October 9, I spoke on
‘Christianity and Peace’ at the Edinburgh Inter-faith Peace
Conference of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community on ‘Love for All,
Hatred for None’.

Rev. Brian Cooper – UfP Churches & Inter-Faith Secretary

For the third year, UfP Churches & Inter-Faith
Work promoted the September Peace Days:
special services and vigils on Peace Sunday
September 18, and events including inter-faith
ones for UN International Peace Day
September 21. (For the former, UfP worked in
liaison with the Baptist, Methodist and United
Reformed Churches’ Joint Public Issues Team
promoting the Sunday among their churches.)
Some forty events were notified, some held
before or after September dates for local
reasons; from past experience it is very likely other events were
held but not notified. London events included inter-faith Prayers
for World Peace in the Peace Chapel at St. Mary’s Anglican
Church, Harrow (co-arranged by UfP member Mary Hale), and a
Peace Service at Full Gospel Pentecostal Church, Camberwell, led
by UfP member Pastor Daphne Smalling and Pastor Evelyn Blair.
At Emmanuel URC-Methodist Church in Redditch, Rev. Inderjit
Bhogal, former Methodist Conference President and now leader
of Corrymeela Community in Northern Ireland and Methodist
Peace Fellowship President, led two peace services; several
Unitarian churches marked Peacemaking Sunday, including at
Plymouth, and Rev. Angus Parker, minister of Hyde Unitarian
Fellowship, conducted peace-theme sevices at Denton and
Shrewsbury. Churches in Glossop held a UN Day of Peace united
service, and Sunday peace intercessions; addressing a gathering
at Friend’s Meeting House, Malvern, following a Vigil at its Peace

2011 was a very significant year for Uniting for Peace (UfP), with
the merger of World Disarmament Campaign and Action for UN
Renewal completed. The new organisation's first full year of
activities included four major conferences:

'United Nations for the 21st Century' (April 26)

'After the Conflicts - How Can Development Build Peace?’
(September 21 - UN International Day of Peace)

'Peace Campaigning in Today's World' (October 3)

‘The Morality of Intervention, Responsibility to Protect (R2P)
and Role of UN’ (November 9)

All  well attended,  they drew in a wide range of new supporters.
The Annual Erskine Childers Lecture on 'Peace and Development
– 50 Years after Dag Hammarskjold' (June 6), with a book launch,
aroused much public and media interest. Key events were also
held in Edinburgh – including on 'World Faiths for World Peace'
May 14 – Glasgow and elsewhere, while some forty churches' and
inter-faith occasions marked the September Peace Days.

Vijay Mehta (Chair) spoke at and represented UfP at conferences
around UK (Birmingham, Bradford, Liverpool, Sheffield, etc) and
important global peace events in Germany and India. Brian
Cooper (Co-ordinator) did likewise around Scotland and in
Norway. Hur Hassnain (Campaign Secretary), promoted UfP  at
various events including World Peace Festival (Berlin), Fried's
Symposium (Potsdam) and Labour Party Conference (Liverpool).
We are  indebted to our Vice-Presidents for their contribution to
promoting UfP throughout 2011: Frank Jackson fronted our Peace
Stall at the Labour Party Conference, and Lord (Frank) Judd and

SEPTEMBER PEACE DAYS 2011

EDITORIAL: Campaigning for Peace – 2012
Rev. John Johansen-Berg addressed various events for the 4D
Charter for World Peace Campaign.

The 4D Charter, UfP's major initiative for global peace-building
founded on the four pillars of Disarmament, Demilitarisation,
Development and Democracy, was focus of much of 2011's
activity.  Originally devised by Vijay Mehta, its holistic approach
has been widely welcomed as very timely, gaining significant
endorsement by leading figures in the peace movement
worldwide, including Mairead Maguire, Richard Falk, and Arun
Gandhi. Developing the 4D Campaign is at the heart of our busy
2012 schedule. We intend to maintain the momentum with a
major London conference (March 15), our AGM & Spring
Conference (April 28), and other events, and to continue
circulating the 4D Charter among peace leaders, NGOs, etc.

On the global scene, the Arab Spring continues to arouse hope
and anxiety in equal measure in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Syria and
elsewhere. The urgency of change in North Africa/Middle East,
the Eurozone financial crisis and looming danger of an attack on 
Iran, have pushed key planetary concerns, e.g. peace-building,
climate change, nuclear disarmament and the Millennium
Development Goals, to the margins. UfP and the wider peace
movement have the responsibility to get them re-set at the heart
of UK and global community concerns. On these and other key
issues, with 4D Charter at the centre, co-operating as widely as
possible with other peace organisations for maximum effect, and 
with the active backing of our growing membership, Uniting for
Peace will campaign with increased momentum in 2012.

We invite your support!

Vijay Mehta (Chair) & Brian Cooper (Co-ordinator)

•
•

•
•

Pole, Rev. David Haslam linked Justice,
Development and Peace. Burnley,
Chippenham, Chislehurst, Craven Arms,
Leominster, Oldham, and Watford were
among other venues.
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UN DAY EVENT: PEACE & DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES
The interdependence of all humanity, and common global
responsibility for building a just, sustainable and harmonious
world community, were keynote themes of UfP's London event
marking UN International Day of Peace, September 21 2011.  At
Friends House over a hundred people heard Rt.Hon. Hilary Benn,
MP, former Secretary of State for International Development
(now  Shadow Secretary for Communities and Local Government)
range widely under the theme "After the Conflicts: How Can
Development  Build Peace?"

Opening the event, UfP Chair Vijay Mehta stressed the urgency
of the current situation: UN Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) programmes were under-funded by $155 billion, and
many millions existed on less than $2 per day, while trillions of
dollars were spent on bailing out the banks and war in
Afghanistan.  He stated that at DfID Hilary Benn had boosted
UK's aid budget, won international agreement in 2005 on debt
relief for the poorest  countries, and helped secure setting-up the
UN Central Emergency Relief Fund for more effective response to
disasters.

Benn underlined the seriousness of global problems. "We live in
a world where 70 million children do not attend school, a woman
dies in pregnancy almost every minute,  some 5000 children die
every day because of dirty water and poor sanitation, and one in
seven children in sub-Saharan Africa never live to celebrate their
fifth birthday. It is a world where 1 billion people are obese while
1 billion go hungry.  All this is happening in an unprecedented
age of plenty, for the world is eight times richer than fifty years
ago. Yet violence and its legacy make it more difficult to solve
these problems."  Our sense of outrage must make the choice
facing the world clear: "either we say it's too difficult and close
the door on hope – or we act, taking our shared responsibility to
build a safer world for all."  Interdependence was the key word
for the human condition in the 21st century. Population growth
worsened development problems: global population was set to
increase by 50% over the next two generations, accelerating
urbanisation and putting huge strain on food and water supplies,
raising the spectre of wars over the basics for human survival.
International agribusinesses were buying up tracts of land in
developing countries to secure  future food supplies for the
developed world. The population and equitable food supply
problems had to be faced honestly and responses found. 

Stressing "without peace and security, there can be no
development", Benn said there was 'universal desire' for human
rights and good governance, both being essential for sustainable
development.  On  'fragile states', he said where there was
violence, corruption and weak government, conflict was much
more likely. He discussed the key findings of the World Bank
Development Report 2011 on conflict, security and development,
which makes the connection between militarism, resource theft
and poverty.  He cited its finding that 1.5 billion people live in
fragile states, affected by conflict, large-scale organised criminal
violence, and poor economic conditions. These countries had not
reached a single one of the UN MDGs. The key message was that
strengthening legitimate government  and institutions to provide
security, justice, employment and other social and economic
needs, was 'absolutely crucial' to break the vicious cycle of
violence.  
Development  programmes  were vital in helping countries
recover after periods of conflict:  Mozambique  was a good
example, having greatly improved its schooling provision.  Good
government had to be effective government: e.g. in Democratic
Republic of Congo the majority had never experienced this,
instead depending on their own resources and efforts to survive. 

Recalling the genocide in Rwanda and atrocities in Sierra Leone,
Benn argued the global community had a "shared responsibility
to bring safety and security to all the peoples of the world", and
that the problems associated with enabling the UN to fulfil this
responsibility had to be faced frankly and answers found.  He saw
UN action over Libya to prevent a massacre at Benghazi as a
positive example. Raising global living standards by creating
wealth, securing agreement on sharing finite resources, and
effective action on climate change, were other priorities for
building peace and security. 

Benn concluded by emphasising it was important  to be optimistic
and believe peaceful change for human advancement was
achievable.  Recalling that "in the last 40 years life expectancy
has increased by a quarter, in the last 30 years illiteracy has fallen
by half, in the last 20 years 400 million people have been lifted
out of absolute poverty, and we have beaten smallpox and almost
eradicated polio", he said these were once dreams that had
become reality. If humanity summoned up "all its skills,
innovations, science, passion and creativity", it could achieve the
great advances it now dreamed of.

Responding, John Hilary, Director of War on Want UK, thanked
Hilary Benn for his address and for his positive achievements
while at DfID, including ending the condition that UK aid had to
be undertaken through UK companies ('tied aid'): "aid must
always be for the benefit of the recipients, not the donor state".
War worsened under-development, Hilary said: Afghanistan, at
war for a decade, had the lowest life expectancy and highest
infant mortality in the world. He deplored that "militarisation of
aid" was taking place as aid was used as “a weapon to win hearts
and minds” in global power rivalries. Furthermore, it was 'a very
worrying development' that under the Coalition government one-
third of UK aid was now linked to the UK's global security
interests. So-called 'liberal interventionism' could be used to
promote major powers' interests, he believed.

Lively discussion ranged from the importance of conflict
prevention and potential of an 'Olympic truce' to the need for UN
Security Council reform. Thanking Hilary Benn, and noting UfP
members had come from all over UK, including as far away as
Aberdeen, Vijay Mehta closed this successful meeting, an
important step forward in the 4D Campaign.

REPORT by Brian Cooper & Hur Hassnain

Rt. Hon. Hilary Benn, MP Shadow Secretary for Communities and Local
Government, previously International Development Secretary and Secretary
of State for the Environment, empatically makes his point.



  

 

THE  MORALITY  OF  INTERVENTION  •  RESPONSIBILITY  TO  PROTECT  •  ROLE  OF  UN  
 

‘The Morality of Intervention, Responsibility to Protect (R2P) and the role of United Nations’ was the urgent theme of UfP’s conference 
on November 9 2011 at the House of Lords. Seventy people packed its Committee Room 3 to hear seven authoritative speakers analyse the key issues. 

 
UfP Chair Vijay Mehta opened by stressing the importance of the 
theme, and highlighting  the 4D Charter campaign as a holistic 
approach  to global peace-building.  Lord (Frank) Judd, chairing 
the occasion, began by paying tribute to the great peace 
endeavours of UfP President Lord (Peter) Archer, currently very ill 
in hospital. The thoughts and prayers of the meeting were with 
him and Lady Archer. 

Oliver McTernan, Co-Founder and Director of Forward Thinking, 
an organisation  for conflict  resolution  and inter-faith  relations, 
spoke from a wide knowledge of the Middle East about ‘the wrong 
kind of interventionism’. Declaring policy towards Israel/Palestine 
‘misguided’  for many years, he said: “USA has failed to be an 
honest broker in the Middle East”, wrongly pursuing its national 
interest   by  supporting   Israel.  “USA has  been  intervening 
politically for many years”, for example deliberately opposing the 
democratically elected Hamas government of Gaza, because with 
Mubarak’s Egypt it had feared the election of any Islamist party 
in the region. The Arab Spring and revolution in Egypt meant that 
US policy was now in ruins. USA had threatened to cut off all aid 
to Fatah if it united with Hamas, and for five years opposed any 
Israel-Palestine exchange of prisoners: now this had taken place, 
US policy might change. So far, there had been “no respect for 
human rights, only for US interests”. To achieve solution of the 
Israel/Palestine  issue “a complete  change of US mindset”  was 
needed. Generally, if ‘intervention’ were to be beneficial, it had to 
be motivated by a “new moral, ethical and political code”, not 
state interest. 

Tim Wallis, Executive Director of Nonviolent Peaceforce, 
discussed    ‘Alternatives    to    Military    Intervention’.    “The 
‘Responsibility to Protect’ concept covers not only military 
intervention,  but  a  whole  range  of  ways  to  protect.  ‘Doing 
nothing’ or ‘Military action’ are not usually the only choices. We 
need to recognise the complexities  of each situation.” Peaceful 
actions by NGOs could sometimes stabilise conflict zones: in 
Nicaragua  during  the Cold War insurgency  by pro-US  Contras 
against  the  Sandinista   government,   10.000  US citizens  had 
stayed in border areas and helped prevent all-out war by USA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord Judd  John Baron MP 
 
fullest range of expertise.  In the case of military intervention, 
‘mission creep’ was always a danger, and had certainly occurred 
with  Libya,  as the  protection  of Benghazi  had  expanded  into 
involvement in civil war aiming at regime change. Interventions 
should always have UN authorisation: “The Security Council 
resolution is a very realistic political necessity.” 

 
John Baron MP, member of the Foreign Affairs Select Committee, 
who had resigned from the Conservative front bench in 2003 in 
opposition to the Iraq War and was the only Conservative MP to 
vote against Libya intervention, said Britain had “aggresively 
intervened” in Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya. He declared that only 
the  threat  of  genocide  could  justify  the  UN  Responsibility  to 
Protect doctrine being invoked to authorise a military 
intervention, otherwise R2P “could be license for unsavoury 
interventions: we must retain the moral high ground.” In his view, 
the Iraq War had “radicalised parts of the Muslim world against 
us”; Afghanistan was “a complete shambles”; in neither country 
was democracy flourishing. Persecution of Christian minorities in 

 
powerful countries are using R2P as a pretence for military 
intervention.” The UN Secretary-General and High Level Panel had 
set out five ‘criteria of legitimacy’ for coercive humanitarian 
intervention. Such were: the seriousness of the threatened harm 
(mass  killing  or  ethnic  cleansing);  the  primary  aim  of  the 
proposed action (to stop or avert harm); whether more good than 
harm were likely to result. NATO, whose original purpose had 
ceased with the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, had re-purposed 
itself with interventions in Afghanistan, Iraq, Kosovo and Libya for 
mainly US and European interests – but these actions were not 
justified under R2P. 
 
2011 had seen UN unable to bring peace to the Middle East, 
South Asia and other troubled areas, and facing problems with its 
peacekeeping missions. Advocating a range of peacekeeping 
reforms, Vijay Mehta highlighted “clear, achievable 
mandates....matched  by adequate resources’; rigorous oversight 
to ensure effectiveness; “more emphasis on peace-building  and 
conflict  prevention  in  countries  of  high  security”;  successful 
review  of  the  UN  Peace  Building  Commission.  Future  peace- 
keeping should devote more resources to soft power: dialogue, 
diplomacy and reconciliation instead of military action. 
 
US and Western interventionism  in the Middle East was part of 
their exploitative global control of oil and other commodities, and 
promotion of international arms trade, involving hypocritical and 
immoral dealings with authoritarian regimes, and neo-colonial 
structures.   NATO  wanted  regime  change  to  install  puppet 
regimes;  the  Peace  Movement  should  back  regime  change 
“towards the transformation  of the world for good governance, 
rule of law and participatory democracy. Only then is there hope 
for freedom and equality, not only for all in the Middle East and 
North Africa, but also in the rest of the world.” (Full text of V. 
Mehta’s  speech  available  from UfP London  office or download 
www. united forpeace.org). 

 
Rev. Brian Cooper, UfP Churches & Inter-Faith Secretary, related the 
theme to the ‘Just War’ tradition in Christianity. Jesus of Nazareth 
had given a radical call to non-violence and love of enemies, and the 
Early Church had been pacifist, but when states adopted Christianity 
the  Church  compromised  with  the  doctrine  of ‘Just  War’,  which 
sought to limit the incidence and nature of conflicts. Its fundamental 
principles, elaborated by Catholic theologians down the centuries, 
had  clear  parallels  with  modern  international  humanitarian  law, 
whose  development  it had influenced.  These principles  included: 
war must be authorised by a legitimate authority; it must always be 
the ‘last resort’, all other means of conflict resolution having been 
exhausted; wars should be between armies and not involve civilians 
(“the innocent should not suffer”); it must be for a ‘just cause’ (eg. 
to  avert  evil);  there  must  be  reasonable  chance  of  success.  B. 
Cooper noted there was nothing specifically Christian in these 
principles (there were parallels in other faith traditions), and that the 
World Council of Churches had declared that the destruction  and 
suffering  caused by modern warfare made it totally incompatible 
with Christian faith. On the basis of Just War concepts, the Pope, 
Archbishop of Canterbury and most churches had opposed the Iraq 
War (not authorised by UN as the ‘legitimate authority’). On Libya, 
the no-fly zone to protect the civilians of Benghazi was justified on 
the basis of ‘averting evil’, but the wider NATO campaign was not. 
UK’s intervention in Sierra Leone to stop atrocities against civilians 
was justified, but NATO’s interventions in the Yugoslavian Civil War 
against Serbia were extremely questionable because one-sided, as 
all  parties  had  committed  atrocities.  B.  Cooper  stressed  that 
although R2P was in line with faith-based humanitarian principles, 
Christianity  always  regarded  war  as  evil,  and  a  sign  of  human 
failure. 

After a lively discussion,  UfP Chair V. Mehta closed the meeting, 
declaring  it  a  most  successful  event,  taking  forward  the  4D 
Campaign. 

Report by Brian Cooper and Daphne Smalling 

against  the  Sandinistas.  In Mindenao  in the  Philippines,  local 
mediation by the Nonviolent Peaceforce’s non-armed civilians had 
helped maintain cease-fires. “Non-armed peacekeepers  can put 

the Middle East was another unintended consequence  of these 
Western interventions. It was significant that all the Communist 
regimes where the West had militarily intervened – China, Cuba, 

UfP at CND CONFERENCE 
pressure, and by their pressure prevent violence breaking out.” 
Interventionism  by  non-armed  NGOs  should  be  given  higher 
priority. 

Jeremy Gilley, film-maker and founder of ‘Peace One Day’, 
presented  the  urgent  need  for  ‘fundamental  change’  for  the 
global community to pursue “peace through dialogue”. Recalling 
his experience establishing UN International Day of Peace 
(September 21) as a Ceasefire Day in Afghanistan in 2010 and 
2011,  he said it was possible  “by dialogue  of all the parties, 
including the Taleban”. It had made possible the vaccination of 
1.4  million  Afghan  children  against  polio.  (See  also  ‘Peace 
Campaigning’ report). 

 
Lord Judd, UfP Vice-President and a former Minister for 
International Development, said there was today “a very 
dangerous trend” for politicians to regard war “as one 
management option among others, for managing world affairs”, 
without realising its horrific nature. Only genocide or its threat, 
and internal repression and cruelty, could make a proper case for 
internationalism;  even then its advocates  needed  to consult the 

North Korea and Vietnam – had survived to today. 

The objective of the Afghanistan intervention was unclear. “If it is 
to build a better state, then we must be there for the long haul; 
if it is to deny the country to Al qaeda, we could do that by talking 
to the Taleban”. US drone attacks on Taleban commanders were 
a mistake: “if you kill off their leaders, who is there to negotiate 
with?”. On Libya, he stated:”from protecting civilians with a no-fly 
zone – which Egypt alone could have imposed – NATO became 
the  rebels’  airforce.”  The  misuse  of UN  resolution  19/73  had 
‘fractured UN harmony’ and alienated China and Russia, making 
other  UN  action  in the  Middle  East  far  more  difficult.  Britain 
should use ‘soft power’, and it was retrograde to cut back such 
globally  respected  institutions  as the  British  Council  and  BBC 
World Service. A former army officer in Northern Ireland, John 
Baron declared: “War must always be the very last resort.” 

Speaking  in-depth  on  the  conference  theme,  UfP  Chair  Vijay 
Mehta said the UN’s Responsibility to Protect was a ‘morally sound 
concept’, but its proper implementation by the global community 
under international law was being questioned “as more and more 

UfP chair Vijay Mehta, his wife Shanti, a long time CND supporter, 
and Hur Hassnain, UfP Campaign and Membership Secretary, 
represented Uniting for Peace at the 2011 Annual Conference of 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) at Bradford 
University (October 15-16) attended by delegates from all over 
the UK. For several years a member of the National Board of CND 
council, V. Mehta was re-elected to that body. 
 
CND Chair David Webb welcomed the delegates and Kate Hudson, 
Secretary General, gave a presentation in which she highlighted 
the  campaigning   initiatives  and  projects  taken  up  by  CND 
including media coverage over the past year. 
 
Policy debates ranged over campaigning against Trident 
Replacement,  NATO  and the Libya  intervention,  India-Pakistan 
relations and the CTBT, and V. Mehta took part in these debates, 
including with passionate advocacy of Nuclear Disarmament.  In 
the context of government cuts to public services as part of its 
debt reduction policy, the CND conference urged the scrapping of 
Trident as a positive means to save money for the public services. 

The Uniting for Peace stall at the conference (see picture) was the 
focus for literature distribution, and the whole event proved a fruitful 
opportunity for networking with delegates. Hur Hassnain was 
particularly busy doing this, and gathering endorsements for the 4D 
Charter for World Peace. 
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PEACE CAMPAIGNING IN TODAY’S WORLD
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‘Peace Campaigning in Today’s World: Exploring Strategies and
Actions’ was the topical theme of UfP’s London event on October
3 2011 focused on sharing ideas and information on successful
campaigning, and taking forward the 4D Campaign for a peaceful
world. Some eighty people gathered at the Euston Hilton Hotel
for presentations by NGO activists and media persons in the
fields of peace, human rights, development and the environment.

Highlighting the importance of the 4D Campaign in the global
context of huge military expenditure and vast human need, UfP
Chair Vijay Mehta stressed “all the threats to humanity today are
inter-linked, and therefore the solutions are interdependent.” He
considered successful campaigns required raising public
awareness of an issue, involving those converted to it and
converting a wider group, following newly opened opportunities
to get the message across, and especially capturing and
expressing ‘the spirit of the age, the Zeitgeist.’

John Hilary, Executive Director of War on Want, said a successful
campaign had to set out a clear vision. Recalling WoW had
originated after 10,000 people had sent publisher Victor Gollancz
postcards signifying their opposition to militarism and under-
development, he said there had been a clear recognition that
“political choices cause war and poverty”, and a clear vision that
campaigning for the correct political choices could tackle those
evils. A campaign also had to have a specific focus and aim: “find
where you can make a specific contribution to the general
question.” On the Israel/Palestine issue, WoW had conducted a
disinvestment campaign against the Caterpillar company which
built the bulldozers used by the Israeli authorities to destroy
Palestinians’ homes. Since this company also made hats and
boots, WoW had conducted awareness-building activities in
shops selling its products, thereby gaining publicity; the
campaign both highlighted Israeli oppression and secured
significant disinvestment, including by the Church of England.
Successful campaigns looked to the future: “identify issues you
expect will eventually come into the public domain.” A good
current example was the ‘Financial Transactions Tax’: “13 years
after WoW first proposed it, EU now says it will introduce it.” Such
campaigning methods must be sustained, so building a
movement was always essential for successful campaigns.

Media lecturer and journalist Jan Goodey said effective
campaigns had a high media profile, which had to be built up
steadily at local and/or national level. He cited a campaign in
Brighton against a local arms manufacturing company, which had
featured strongly in the local media. The late Brian Haw’s peace
camp in Parliament Square had attracted much media attention
because he had been so persistent, courageous, and such a
remarkable person. Campaigns had to decide whether to contact
primarily print or broadcasting media, or online media, or have a
mix. Developing personal contacts with media people, providing
lively stories and accurate information, and keeping to deadlines,
were all essential.

In a very enthusiastic and inspiring contribution, Jeremy Gilley,
film-maker and founder of the ‘Peace One Day’ movement, spoke
of his campaign which helped persuade UN to adopt September
21 as its Peace Day, with special emphasis on making it a day of
non-violence worldwide. He had been involved in negotiations in
Afghanistan last year which had seen violence fall by 70% on
that day. He was currently campaigning for September 21 2012
to be observed as a “Global Truce Day,” and believed this would
be a significant contribution to building lasting peace in war-torn
countries like Afghanistan.

Declaring “We can move to a culture of peace”, he said that
promoting the peace message was becoming easier rather than
more difficult – “certainly the corporate world is becoming more
responsive.”

How New Zealand made the shift from being “a militaristic nation,
involved in many wars, and supporting nuclear weapons” to a
country promoting peace, was explained by Alan Ware, Global
Co-ordinator, Parliamentarians for Nuclear Disarmament, himself
from that country. New Zealand peace campaigners had
publicised the humanitarian consequences of French nuclear tests
in the Pacific (such as deformed babies born to mothers in Pacific
island states), and promoted peace education. “When New
Zealand declared itself nuclear-free, there was a positive global
response.” Britain had to choose between being globally regarded
as a warmonger, or as a peacemaker. “Britain should become a
nuclear-free peacemaker!”

From Germany, Norbert Stute, founder of the website
www.betterworldlinks.org – ‘a Google directory for NGOs’ – urged
the importance of the internet and social media for peace
campaigning today. His online system has some 80,000 links on
peace, development, human rights and environment.

Spiritual, moral and ethical factors must be at the core of peace
campaigning, urged both Maureen Goodman, Programme
Director of Brahma Kumaris and Valerie McKie, Senior
Ambassador for Human Rights, of Rights and Humanity. McKie
said its campaigning method was “meeting key people, asking
them questions, giving fresh perspectives, and pursuing a humble
quest for understanding,” with the emphasis on love as
motivation for trust and peace. “What we can conceive, we can
achieve.” Goodman stressed “the oneness of the human family,
respect, tolerance and compassion” as core values for creating a
culture of peace. Spiritual transformation for personal inner peace
could be externally expressed in developing a harmonious society.

From  Africa, Sylvie Aboa-Bradwell, Executive Director, African
People’s Advocacy, said the peace movement should not accept
the “misrepresentation” of Africa as “a continent of problems only
the West can solve.” Africa must solve them itself – and
“contribute to realising the world’s dreams.”

In lively discussion, speakers and participants endorsed UfP’s 4D
campaign which Vijay Mehta declared would be taken forward by
a range of initiatives in 2012. 

Clockwise from top left: John Hilary, Jeremy Gilley, Sylvie
Aboa-Bradwell and Vijay Mehta. Centre: Norbert Stute.
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There is so much material in this book that
it is difficult to do justice to it in a short
review. One part of the story, about how
Reagan and Gorbachev ended the Cold War
arms race, though not achieving the elim-
ination of nuclear weapons that they both
claimed to desire, is relatively well-known
in outline. But there is a significant amount
of new detail, gained from interviews with
many key players in the Soviet system and
previously secret documents.

Hoffman was a reporter and editor at the Washington Post for
27 years. He covered the White House during the presidencies
of Ronald Reagan and George HW Bush, and from 1995 to
2001 he was Moscow bureau chief. The picture he reveals is
one of misinformation, misunderstanding, misinterpretation
and paranoia on both sides. Yet there was enough genuine
threat, plans for pre-emptive strikes, again on both sides, to
justify a degree of paranoia. Spies, double agents and double
double agents galore added to the confusion. In 1983 a group
of Harvard professors, commenting on the situation, observed
that "The United States cannot predict Soviet behaviour
because it has too little information about what goes on inside
the Soviet Union; the Soviets cannot predict American
behaviour because they have too much information."

The book begins in the late 1970s, the post-détente so-called
"Second Cold War" period when the total destructive power of
nuclear weapons reached the level of a million Hiroshimas. In
this period there were a number of alarms and incidents
including the shooting down of Korean Air Lines flight 007 in
August 1983. There was a serious possibility that this could
have escalated into open conflict, with Reagan and others
claiming that it could only have been a deliberate act by the
Soviets, while Andropov, then USSR president, initially denied
that a plane had been shot down. Eventually the truth was
revealed and accepted that it was an accident, a mis-
identification, but it was a close run thing. A few weeks later
a Soviet early warning system appeared to indicate a missile
launch, and only the commonsense and courage of the duty
officer, Lieutenant Colonel Stanislav Petrov, who felt it must
be a computer error and reported it as a false alarm, averted
disaster. In November NATO ran a provocative exercise called
Able Archer, which again created alarm in Moscow. According
to Hoffman it was these experiences that led Reagan to revise
his view of and approach to the Soviet "enemy", and to start
to envisage a world without nuclear weapons. This was still
based on woolly ideas about his Strategic Defense Initiative,

"Star Wars", which he had floated a little earlier, and which he
believed could make nuclear weapons obsolete. But it was
only when Gorbachev came to power and took a number of
unilateral initiatives that it  could be taken any further. The
most positive outcome was the Intermediate-range Nuclear

Forces Treaty (INF), but on the ultimate aim of total abolition
there was deadlock. A great opportunity was missed.

In fact, it was precisely SDI that was the stumbling block in
the end. Reagan could not see, what Gorbachev recognised
and many outside critics pointed out, that if it was successful,
it could be a shield behind which an attack could be launched
without fear of retaliation - an end to Mutual Assured
Destruction (MAD). One likely response would be to vastly
increase the number of nuclear weapons, together with
decoys, so as to overwhelm the defensive systems. On the
other hand, those same outside experts were almost
unanimously convinced that the technology would never work
with a high enough reliability to justify Reagan's optimism. Had
Gorbachev recognised this, he might have called Reagan's
bluff, until even he was forced to admit defeat. In the event,
although there have since been some further cuts in nuclear
weapons, including the latest START treaty, there is no sign
of real progress towards their complete abolition. There is
only one very brief reference to the NPT in the book, and it
played no part in the negotiations.

There is much more that could be said, but some general
conclusions can be drawn. First, an essential element of any
system designed to prevent recurrence of the the near
disasters noted above must be complete transparency.
Second, every major step in the direction of disarmament has
been initiated unilaterally. Third, anyone who still believes that
nuclear "deterrence" kept the peace from 1945 to 1989 must
surely be disabused by reading this book.

Finally, in addition to the main narrative about Reagan and
Gorbachev, there are several other themes not directly
connected to this. Strangely, one of these is the "DEAD
HAND" of the title. This was originally planned as a completely
automated response to a "decapitation" attack in which all
the Soviet leaders and all command systems were destroyed.
The fate of the earth would be entrusted entirely to
computers! This was reduced to a semi-automated system,
under the name Perimeter, whereby specialised bunkers were
constructed so deep underground that they would survive a
nuclear attack, permanently manned, and if all contact with
military and political leaders was lost, they could order all
remaining nuclear weapons to be launched, aimed at the US.
Apparently it still exists. Madness indeed! Other sections
reveal a horrifying story about the Soviet biological weapons
programme, the post-Cold War chaos, with huge quantities of
unsecured nuclear materials all over the country, and the new
dangers resulting from the spread of terrorism.

FRANK JACKSON
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THE DEAD HAND: REAGAN, GORBACHEV AND THE UN-
TOLD STORY OF THE COLD WAR ARMS RACE, by David E
Hoffman, Icon Books Ltd, pbk,  £9.99, ISBN 9781848312999

TAKING THE PEACE MESSAGE TO THE LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE
The 2011 Labour Party conference was held for the first time in
Liverpool. Uniting for Peace had a stand in the exhibition, shared
with Labour Action for Peace as usual. The stand is generously
provided free by the Labour Party,

A fair amount of attention was generated and a lot of literature
distributed. A strong team comprised of Rosemary Addington,
Hur Hassnain and Luci Carolan with her son Toby was a great
help. Luci's three-year-old daughter Hannah charmed everyone.
On the LAP side, Grace Crookall-Greening and Rosalie Huzzard
launched their hot off the press history of the peace movement
within the Labour Party, LAP and its predecessors. This sold
very well, though it slightly distracted attention from the other
material on the stand. Hilary Benn paid a brief visit to the stand.

FRANK JACKSON
"Labouring for Peace" can be obtained from Richard Hart, LAP
Secretary, 94 Newbury Road, Bromley, Kent BR2 0QW, £5 + £1
postage.

Rosalie Huzzard spreads the word
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Joint Conference: “Peace in My Lifetime”
Session

1
Session

2

Speakers:

“War, Terrorism and Violence:
Getting Rid of the War Addiction 

– Exploring 4D Themes”
“The Age of Automated Killing:

Drones, Robots & Predators 
– Warfare or Welfare?”

“TAKING FORWARD the 4D CHARTER for WORLD PEACE:
EXPLORING DISARMAMENT, DEMILITARISATION,

DEVELOPMENT and DEMOCRACY”

Saturday APRIL 28 – 10.30am – 5.00pm
Wesley’s Chapel 49 City Road, London EC1 ( O  Old Street)

BARONESS WILLIAMS of CROSBY (Liberal Democrat) [tbc]

NAFEEZ M. AHMED (Institute for Policy Research) [tbc]

UfP 2012 AGM & SPRING CONFERENCE

UNITING
FOR PEACE

UNITING for PEACE & FELLOWSHIP of RECONCILIATION

Sadly, we record the deaths of three long-standing WDC/UfP
members. Rev. Seth Stephens, a former Baptist missionary who
in later life kept strong Christian peace contacts with USSR/Russia,
attended WDC conferences especially in the 1990s. Frank Brown,
a retired solicitor and Anglican churchman, was a familiar figure at
WDC (and latterly UfP) events over many years, and a keen
observer of world affairs.

Bob Russel was well-known in the wider Peace Movement for his
Christian CND activities. A member of CND Council, and very
committed to Essex CND, Bob was tireless and imaginative in his

work for nuclear disarmament and peace, whether helping to
organise and taking part in demos and vigils, speaking in schools,
or promoting British-Japanese commemorations of Hiroshima. A
frequent participant in WDC/UfP events, and a United Reformed
Church preacher, Bob was an inspiration to many. He is survived by
Enid, his wife and peace co-worker.

Seth, Frank and Bob were all in their eighties; all were from Essex,
respectively from Upminster, Harold Wood and Hornchurch; all
were motivated for peace by their Christian faith. They will be much
missed.

VALIANT for PEACE

SPEAKERS TO BE ANNOUNCED

Euston Hilton Hotel – 17-18 Upper Woburn Place, London WC1
THURSDAY MARCH 15 – 2012 – 2.30pm – 8.00pm


