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The ancient vision of the prophets Isaiah and Micah, inscribed at the United Nations Plaza in New York, is the perennial challenge

Editorial

HOPE AMID CRISIS

Since Uniting for Peace was launched in 2010, it has held
eighteen major public events, over the past year focused
especially on the current campaign 4D for World Peace on
the core themes of Disarmament, Demilitarisation,
Development and Democracy. UfP Chair Vijay Mehta and
Co-ordinator Brian Cooper have addressed a range of their
NGO’s events, and represented UfP at international
conferences, highlighting these key issues. A series of
inter-faith events have emphasised the importance of the
moral and spiritual motivations for political action for
progressive change. In all of this, strengthening the United
Nations has been a constant concern.
The expert speakers and activists who have addressed our
gatherings, bringing different perspectives and distinctive
information, all confirmed the single reality: humanity now
faces a fundamental crisis in the whole global system, one
with political, economic, financial, ecological, social and, at
basis, moral dimensions. The Eurozone crisis and rising
poverty in the developed world, the Arab Spring and

turmoil in Middle East, the failed NATO aggression in
Afghanistan and destabilisation of Pakistan, the spread of
Islamic jihadism, the rise of China and other BRIC powers,
the Occupy and many similar movements world-wide, are
all expressions of this systemic crisis. Economic hardship
and political turmoil are forcing the realisation that a world
order dominated by US/Western economic, political and
military power and the 1% global elite, is morally
indefensible, contrary to the professed peaceful and
democratic ideals enshrined in the UN Charter, and socially
and environmentally unsustainable. A new world order,
whose nature remains unclear, struggles to emerge. Amid
much suffering and striving, new hope is being born. The
Peace Movement, UK and worldwide, is a vital part of this
process and transformation. For a just, peaceful and
sustainable future for all humanity – support the campaign
4D for World Peace and join Uniting for Peace! We have
made a campaign film, Change the World: please contact
us for a free copy.
Brian Cooper & Vijay Mehta
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ECONOMICS OF KILLING: UfP Book-Launch
A hundred people including numerous NGO representatives
packed the lecture theatre at London Euston Hotel on March 8 for
the launch of THE ECONOMICS OF KILLING, a new book by UfP
Chair Vijay Mehta analysing “How the West fuels Wars and
Poverty in the Developing World”. Highlighting the destructive
global impact of the US/West Military-Industrial Complex (MIC), it
also advocates positive routes towards a peaceful, just and
sustainable future. Opening the event, chair Rita Payne
(Commonwealth Journalists’ Assn.) said the US ‘obsession with
defence’ had created MIC, whose violent and corrupting effects
the book clearly exposed.

opinion should be ashamed of UK government complicity in the
US/West MIC: “it is complicit in the immorality, corruption and
cynicism of the international arms trade, causing untold
suffering”. The book should be circulated and reviewed as widely
as possible to heighten awareness of this state of affairs. UfP
Vice-President Rev. John Johansen-Berg, stressing “wars are
caused because vested interests make profit from them”,
declared there was now a “growing swell of opinion that war and
killing are not the way to solve disputes, and that the politicians
of war must be rejected. Peace is the idea whose time has
come!”

Vijay Mehta declared: “We must shift from a war economy to a
peace economy”: with only 4% of world population, US military
expenditure stands at $700bn. – greater than that of all the rest
of the world: such is the power of MIC. “MIC supports, even
installs, puppet governments, selling them weapons so they can
oppress their people, in return for unlimited access to their
resources for the benefit of US/West.” Islamist terrorism was the
backlash against MIC wars in Muslim countries. MIC wars were a
major cause of global economic crisis from 2008: the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars – estimated cost $4 trillion – had been financed
by massive debt. MIC “has given power to the 1% global elite”:
for a peaceful future for the human community, “it must be
replaced by a green peace economy”, with the West’s green
technology shared with the developing world. “Our common
enemies are extreme poverty, corruption and climate change.”

Vijay Mehta – THE ECONOMICS OF KILLING:
How the West fuels War and Poverty in the Developing World.
Pluto Press pback. £14.99. ISBN: 978-0-7453-3224-6

Criticising UK government subsidising of the arms industry, Lord
Frank Judd (a former Minister for international Development and
Oxfam director) said such finance should be re-directed for
constructive economic development: “how can a society be
civilised if it has an arms industry? We need a culture which
regards trade in arms as never desirable. always dangerous and
unpredictable in its consequences. The principle should be that
we don’t export arms except for a specific global security
situation, under rigorous conditions.” Roger van Zwanenberg,
chairman and editor of Pluto Press, publisher of THE ECONOMICS
OF KILLING, deemed it “very relevant to this moment of history”:
the government was responding to UK’s economic decline “with
belligerence – eg. its response to the Falklands dispute”: the book
linked the military economy with this economic decline. John
Hilary, Director of War on Want UK, said it had been founded on
linking militarism with the economics of under-development:
militarism was a key factor in the crisis of capitalism today. “We
have military Keynesianism – and must reject it!” Significantly,
China had attained UN Millennium Development Goals without
using neo-liberal economics. By contrast, US sees as the ‘enemy’
any state restricting its free-market exploitation: Pentagon deems
‘forces of anti-access’ – any state or institution constraining US
economic interests – ‘a threat to US security’ against which
military intervention could be used. James Brazier, professional
researcher for the book, highlighted two key themes: the
“tapestry of dictatorships across the Middle East”, supported and
armed by US/West in return for resources, and now challenged
by the popular forces of the Arab Spring; the ‘economic
imbalance’ between China with its vast credit surplus and
US/West deeply in debt.

“We live in a rich world and yet increasingly people are getting
caught in the poverty trap and facing real hardship and pain. We
know how to solve these problems by disarmament and
demilitarisation and putting human and financial resources, into
dealing with the real enemies of humanity: poverty,
unemployment, environmental crisis, etc. Vijay Mehta’s excellent
book sets out the problems and solutions, and challenges us all,
to create the political will to implement policies which will bring
about real change and give hope to humanity.” – Mairead
Corrigan Maguire, N. Ireland, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
“THE ECONOMICS OF KILLING brilliantly links the deepening
economic crisis facing the West with the dynamics of militarism
that is wreaking havoc on the planet, and thus destroying the
prospects for a peaceful and just world and hastening the
implosion of the United States. Everyone who cares about the
future must read this groundbreaking book, and take action
before it is too late.” – Richard Falk, United Nations Special
Rapporteur on Human Rights for the Palestinian
Territories, USA

Brian Cooper, UfP Co-ordinator & Inter-Faith Secretary, welcomed
the book for being “packed with facts not otherwise readily
available, avoiding simplistic sloganising, showing the destruction
wreaked by the MIC, and revealing significant connections not
usually made.” US global network of military bases, an empire
unsurpassed in human history, was the world reach of US MIC:
716 bases in 183 countries, with 250,000 US troops. British public
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“It is about time someone exposed the nefarious activities of the
military-industrial complex that is destroying the foundations of
civilised human existence. It has made killing a profitable
industry. This book is a must read for all peace-seekers.” – Arun
Gandhi, grandson of Mahatma Gandhi, and President of
Gandhi Worldwide Education Institute, Rochester, USA
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ADVANCING 4D AGENDA – 2012 AGM & SPRING CONFERENCE
The 2012 Annual General Meeting & Spring Conference of Uniting
for Peace was held at Wesley’s Chapel, City of London, on
Saturday April 28. Adverse weather resulted in smaller than usual
audience – but lively discussion, valuable input and useful
information-sharing characterised the event, which began with
the UfP 20-minute film Change the World. It includes scenes of
Hiroshima A-bombing and contemporary warfare, of Gandhi,
Martin Luther King and other peace leaders, and interviews with
UfP members on 4D campaigning: advancing peaceful solutions
to global problems by disarmament, demilitarisation,
development and democracy. Co-ordinator B. Cooper informed
the meeting of the illnesses of UfP ‘elder statesmen’ Lord (Peter)
Archer and Rev. Kenneth Greet; tribute was paid to Kurt
Burgesss, Frank Brown and Bob Russell, who sadly had died
during 2011-12, and a one-minute silence observed.

Unless checked, climate change due to increased greenhouse
gases could raise global temperature by 8 degrees by 2100,
rendering the planet uninhabitable. Oil shortage and soil erosion
due to agri-corporations’ intensive farming were causing falling
crop yields and rising food prices (leading to social unrest and
violence in many developing countries). Instead of global cooperation, military action to control resources marked
governments’ negative response. “By 2100 the current
unsustainable civilisation model will either have been destroyed
– or transformed” declared Dr. Ahmed. To attain the latter
desirable end, disarmament, demilitarisation, a shift to
renewable energy by mid-21st century, and to a peace-oriented,
more localised economic system and community ownership,
were essential. Global military expenditure now $1.74 trillion and
rising by 3–4% annually, needed switching to renewable energy
investment. The drive for unlimited
economic growth was also socially
unsustainable:
it
was
causing
“increasing mental illness and social
breakdown – we need an equitable,
socially harmonious model of society.”

After the 2011 AGM Minutes had been
approved, UfP Chair Vijay Mehta gave his
report, stressing in 2011-12 UfP had been
extremely active with the 4D Campaign,
several meetings held and others
addressed, the making of the film and
launch of his book The Economics of
Killing. The global context of many
conflicts, Arab Spring and financial crisis
made UfP’s efforts urgently relevant. B.
Cooper’s Co-ordinator’s Report across the
whole range of UfP endeavours
underlined this, while his Churches &
Inter-Faith Report, detailing September
Peace Days’ faith events and key
meetings in Edinburgh and Glasgow,
stressed the importance of co-operative
faith-related peace actions. Treasurer
Abdul Muhib reported on UfP finances
(assets £38,000-plus), and the 2011-12
Executive Committee was re-elected for
2012-13. (Full Reports available from
Brian Cooper, 144/1 Whitehouse Loan,
Edinburgh EH9 2AN – please send s.a.e.)

UfP Chair Vijay Mehta added to this
analysis: US expenditure of over $2
trillion on wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
had greatly deepened US/West debt
crisis, as had the US-China trade
imbalance. US/West military-industrial
complex fuelled wars in developing
countries to maximise profit. He agreed
shifting to a ‘green, peace economy’,
beneficial to both rich and poor
countries since “the West can sell green
technology to the developing world”,
was essential for a sustainable, peaceful
future. Co-ordinator B. Cooper, recently
in France for a UNESCO peace
conference (see separate report) during
its presidential election, had noticed key
themes across the political divides were
profound criticism, even rejection, of
globalisation, neo-liberal capitalism and
Eurozone austerity, alongside far-Right
Islamophobia.

‘Advancing 4D for World Peace –
Exploring Disarmament, Demilitarisation,
Development and Democracy’ was the
Spring Conference theme, with Dr. Nafeez
A lively ‘Open Forum’ probed these issues further.
Ahmed, Executive Director of the Institute for
It highlighted the importance of mass democratic
Policy Research, keynote speaker. Expounding
movements opposing global domination by the
key themes of his book A User’s Guide to the
1% elite, and the significance of the rise of the
Crisis of Civilization, he argued “financial
‘BRIC’ powers – Brazil, Russia, India and China –
meltdown, dwindling oil reserves, terrorism and
in the emerging new world order. “They
food shortages” were not isolated events but
represent a more stable, traditional form of
different aspects of a systemic global crisis:
capitalism”, said Dr. Ahmed, but had much
“humanity is facing a multi-dimensional crisis”
inequality and corruption. Vijay Mehta said
with neo-liberal capitalism its major cause. With
opposing a US-led war against Iran could
industrial profits falling post-1970, US/Western
become an urgent issue for the Peace Movement,
capitalism shifted to “the financialisation of the
but noted there were now many positive signs of
economy” for debt-accelerated profits, producing
change. Concluding the event on a hopeful note,
debt-financed growth and hugely increased
Dr Ahmed
he said the current situation gave special
global inequality. 5% of world population now
opportunity for Uniting for Peace and its 4D
owned ‘entire world production and resources’; most were owned
Campaign. “We must maintain the 4D momentum!”
by a 1% global elite. This ‘growth for the benefit of the few’
Report by Brian Cooper
capitalism, was unsustainable financially (2008 crash),
ecologically and in energy terms. World oil production had
For full reports of speeches of Dr N. Ahmed & Vijay Mehta see website:
peaked in 2008 and was on plateau from 2012 (‘peak oil’ factor);
www.unitingfor peace.org :: N.M. Ahmed: A User’s Guide to the Crisis
of Civilisation: Pluto Press £19.99: ISBN: 9780-7453-30532.
‘unconventional’ oil sources increased environmental damage.
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PEACE IN MY LIFETIME: UfP MARCH CONFERENCE
operation has over 20 unarmed operations in the Balkans. The
UN force in Sinai is unarmed. The EU has a number of police
missions. In Israel/Palestine there are more than 20 NGOs trying
to intervene to reduce conflict. In the Philippines civilian peacekeepers from his own group had been effective in promoting
dialogue and had made a presentation to the UN.

PEACE IN MY LIFETIME, the theme of UfP's March conference,
organised jointly with Fellowship for Reconciliation (FoR), was
introduced by UfP Chair Vijay Mehta. Although it may seem like
a distant dream, with ongoing conflicts and a threat of a new war
against Iran, it is an achievable aim, not just a pious hope. There
was then a showing of UfP's new film CHANGE THE WORLD: 4D
for world peace.

Vijay summed up this session by referring to the monster of the
military/industrial complex and the need to move from a war
economy to tackling problems such as extreme poverty and
climate change.

The first session was Wars, Terrorism and Violence: Getting
Rid of War Addiction (Exploring 4D themes)
Liberal-Democrat Baroness Jenny Tonge opened with an
overview of the conflict zones in Afghanistan, Iraq and the Middle
East. As a "peace militant" she had opposed the Iraq war and had
argued at the recent LibDem conference that Afghanistan was a
humanitarian situation which needed food, not bombs. Military
action only caused more problems. Why was it thought
acceptable to take up arms against impoverished people? She
praised the coalition government's policy of maintaining the level
of international development funding and in particular ringfencing
it for "fragile states" such as Somalia. But she condemned the use
of drones as "cowardice".

The second session, The Age of Automated Killing: Drones,
Robots and Predators - Warfare or Welfare was chaired by
Millius Palayiwa, Director of FoR.
Dr Ian Davis, founding Director of NATO Watch, acknowledged
that many in the peace movement would wish simply to abolish
NATO, but it would not happen, so he was pushing a reform
agenda. This would put the emphasis on human security and the
rule of law, including regulating drones. Drones were popular in
the US, with 83% approval among the general public. Even
among "liberal" Democrats, the figure was 77%. Obama adopted
the policy of using drones against "active terrorists", as a more
targeted, precise and risk free strategy. US power projection in
pursuit of its global war on terror had evolved through three
phases: 2001-2006 under Rumsfeld, Liberation; 2006-2011 with
Petraeus, Pacification; 2012 armed drones used for
assassination. But it is starting to be recognised that drones are
not risk-free, they result in blowback and proliferation, they cause
civil casualties and have high loss rates. Whether they are illegal
is being asked, with many disagreeing with the US claim that
they are legal. They are expensive: the Reaper costs $10m and
later ones are even more.

Turning to Israel and the Middle East, the way to create peace
was for all to obey international law and respect human rights. It
was not anti-Semitic to recognise that the Palestinians had
suffered injustice. Israel should return to the 1967 borders, but
the "two-state solution" was a long way off. Arab citizens of Israel
were being discriminated against, with two new laws every week.
Gaza was a "school for terrorists". Israel was losing friends, and
even with the US bulwark one might ask: How much longer?
Sir Richard Jolly, former UN Assistant Secretary-General, called
for a global perspective. Citizen power needs to be exercised, and
we should be outraged by the current situation. As a positive
example he focussed on Costa Rica. Jose Figueres came to power
in 1948 in a coup-d'etat after a contested election, resulting in a
44-day civil war. The winning junta in 1949 then abolished the
army and established a democratic constitution, which remains in
force today. Costa Rica has never been involved in armed conflict.
Two border skirmishes with Nicaragua were settled by
negotiation. Since then it has surged ahead in many respects
such as education, human development, health and environment.
When there was a police strike, their place was taken by boy
scouts! All this shows that not spending on military brings many
benefits, but it needs leadership. Costa Rica can maintain itself
wihout an army by virtue of education and democracy.

Chris Woods focussed his contribution on the increasing use of
drones and their effects. The CIA claims that there have been no
civilian casualties, but this is refuted by many reports from those
on the ground. In Pakistan it has been estimated that 13 to 33%
of casualties have been civilian. Yet no US media have challenged
the claim. It is also to be noted that incursions into Pakistan are
not authorised by the Pakistan government, there is no
accountability and they are almost certainly illegal under
international law. Following initial strikes, there have been
attacks on rescuers. Somalia has had about 60 strikes, and 178
children are claimed to have been killed. Drones have been used
in Yemen, again with civilian casualties, despite Hillary Clinton's
denial. Obama has authorised five times as many strikes as Bush.
(Note: This is Barack 'Nobel Peace Laureate' Obama! FJ)

Can other countries follow this example? War has become an
anachronism, which can serve no useful purpose. The challenge
Professor Dave Webb, Chair of CND, looked at some of the
for all countries is to shift the focus from outdated military view
developments in US war-fighting technology, in pursuit of their
of security to human security - protection from health, financial
goal of global hegemony. Drones technology is part of the US
and economic threats and gender violence. People's priorities for
military plans for "full spectrum dominance" of land, sea, air,
human security need to be addressed and the insecurities
space and information. All the war fighting
identified dealt with. Human security is
technologies available in these spheres of
gaining interest and support; the UN
operation are coordinated and controlled
General Assembly has had two debates,
through computer network systems
with much support. Its implementation
connected by satellites over a global scale.
requires government and non-government
Future developments are being tested and
action, while public opinion must be built in
evaluated through the X-plane series of
support of the changes.
experimental US airplanes, helicopters and
Tim Wallis. Director of Non-Violent Peace
rockets. Boeing's X-45 Unmanned Combat
Force, noted that 2012 was NVPF's 10th
Air System (UCAS), which had its first flight
anniversary. There are never only two
in May 2002 and the first bombing run test
options in crisis and conflict situations:
in April 2004, is said to have demonstrated
military action or nothing; the vast
a capability to work autonomously, to
Baroness
Tonge
and
Vijay
Mehta
majority can be dealt with non-violently.
manage resources and engage previously
exchange notes
The Organisation for Security and Co-
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RECALLING OUR FOUNDERS: Lord Philip Noel-Baker 1889-1992
under UN inspection and control”. His knowledge of
current and past disarmament negotiations was
unrivalled. His attention to current negotiations – or
often, lack of them – marked him out from others, as
did his advocacy of the comprehensive approach as
opposed to partial measures. The latter, as clearly
stated in the Final Document of the 1978 UN First
Special Session on Disarmament (SSD1), “had done
little to bring the world closer to the goal of general
and complete disarmament.” Philip Noel-Baker and
Fenner Brockway founded World Disarmament
Campaign for the implementation of SSDI
programme. In 1981, at the age of 91, he was still campaigning.

Philip Noel-Baker, in 1979 joint founder with Fenner
Brockway of the World Disarmament Campaign, was
an extraordinary man: founder and first
Commandant of the Society of Friends Ambulance
Unit 1914; captain of the British team, and silver
medal winner in the 1,500 metres at the 1920
Olympic Games; international sports statesman,
who in 1980, according to the then secretary of the
AAA, “saved the Olympics”; first Professor of
International Relations, London University; linguist,
master of seven languages, who in World War II
broadcast in French, German and Greek to occupied
Europe; and of course: “man of peace”. The World War I
experiences of this deeply caring and compassionate man, in
France and Italy, where he won the Italian Silver Medal for
Military Valour and Italian Croix de Guerre, were to become the
motivating forces of one of the truly great “men of peace” of the
twentieth century. When a young socialite challenged his work for
disarmament, saying “There will always be wars. You see, it’s in
the nature of men”, he replied “I believe war is an evil thing”. He
knew war, and hated it.

The aim of SSD2 in 1982 was to produce a “Comprehensive
Program of Action” for disarmament. In his final years, he
continued to work passionately for this aim. All was in vain: SSD2
was an abysmal failure, and could only reaffirm, virtually
meaninglessly, the Final Document of SSD1. After its final
session, there was the usual NGO Briefing. “Are there any
questions?” asked the UN Information Service official. Philip, Lord
Noel-Baker, the grand old man of disarmament, spoke up: “I
want to make a speech, a short one”. Consent was given and in
a few brief and poignant sentences, he urged us not to give up,
to keep on trying until general disarmament became a reality. No
one could have felt bitter disappointment more than he, but he
was undefeated. It was his last speech. Philip Noel-Baker was
a Labour M.P. from 1929-31 and 1936-70; he was made a peer
in 1977.
Pro. Frank Field

In 1918, he became principal assistant to Lord Robert Cecil on the
Committee which drafted the League of Nations Covenant, later
serving as principal assistant to Sir Eric Drummond, the first
Secretary-General of the League. In this capacity he worked on
the ill-fated Geneva Protocol of 1925, which would have provided
a sound collective security system for the League. In old age,
Philip spoke of this time as “the happiest of my life”.
He was a life-long campaigner. His third book on disarmament,
‘The Arms Race: a Programme for World Disarmament’ won him
the 1959 Nobel Peace Prize. He used the money to set up a small
disarmament unit at the United Nations Association Headquarters
and to finance a Public Opinion Enquiry on Disarmament
organised by UNA, which in 1961 reached 495,097 people,
472,718 of whom declared themselves “in favour of general world
disarmament including the total abolition of all nuclear weapons,

Frank Field, Organiser, UK National Enquiry on Disarmament (1961),
served in Geneva as World Federation of UN Associations’ SecretaryGeneral (1976-80) and Vice-Chair, NGO Committee on Disarmament.
He became Emiritus Professor of Kent State University, Ohio, after
directing its Geneva Programme 1984-94. He knew Philip Noel-Baker
personally over many years, and is a long-standing supporter of WDC
and UfP.

continued from p4
China. 94% of the residents there have voted against the base,
yet their protests have fallen on mostly deaf ears. This is not only
an issue of protecting the environment or preventing military
expansion. Human rights and free speech are also at stake. The
people of Jeju Island need international recognition and support.

undetected targets. The Northrop Grumman X-47B UCAS version
was shown at Edwards Air Force Base, California, on February 4,
2011.
In February 2011 reports were published of Pentagon plans to
build 80-100 long range nuclear capable bombers - that could
operate with or without a pilot on board. "Nuclear bombs to be
flown by robot planes – that could even be developed in the future
to make their own decisions – could anything be scarier?"

The conference was wound up with an Open Forum. Points made
included the inadequacy of the proposed Arms Trade Treaty,
which would not curb the proliferation of drones, or the supply of
weapons to oppressive regimes so long as they were on "our"
side. Ammunition was not included, yet the number of bullets
produced each year is enough to kill every man, woman and child
on earth - twice! Sir Richard Jolly commented that we had to take
a long-term perspective. A speedy withdrawal of NATO/ISAF
from Afghanistan was urged by Brian Cooper. The case for an
effective Ministry of Peace was argued, and the need to build up
a "new peace consciousness". Tim Wallis noted that anti-war
sentiment is rising in society: compare pro-war attitudes over the
Falklands with the anti-war feeling re Iraq. The full range of nonmilitary, non-violent ways of settling disputes are used within
societies; they can/should also be used on the international
scene.

Prompt Global Strike is a Pentagon concept that uses some of
today's most advanced technology, as well as some not yet even
invented, to deliver a conventional or nuclear precision-guided
warhead (pre-emptively if necessary) to targets anywhere on the
globe within 60mins. A Minuteman missile would release a
hypersonic glider guided by satellite, which could release the
warhead to its target.
The X-51 hypersonic cruise missile, the X-37B Orbital Test Vehicle
and tiny insect-like surveillance systems are other technologies
being developed and deployed to support the US global military
reach – as are the 1,000 or so military bases maintained overseas.
These bases cause distress to the local population wherever they
are situated, for example the plight of a small fishing village on
Jeju Island, South Korea, where the government is constructing a
naval base on Jeju Island, for the US military to berth their missile
defence warships and nuclear powered submarines close to

UNITING for PEACE

John Johansen-Berg, UFP Vice-President and Vijay Mehta
closed the conference with a few final remarks.
Report by FRANK JACKSON (With thanks to Brian Cooper and
John Johansen-Berg)

5

UNITING for PEACE

NEW VISION FOR PEACE – UNESCO CONFERENCE
conflicts now were mainly civil
wars, ethnic and religious strife,
foreign interventions: at the
same time, “non-military ‘wars’
are fought in the financial and
economic realms, creating
victims and disruption as
traditional wars used to:
“aggression is now evident in
many non-military spheres.”

New security frameworks for a
multi-threatened world, strengthening the UN, grassroots actions
for development for peace, the
moral dimension in creating
harmonious global relations, and
education for world citizenship,
were keynote themes at the
international conference on ‘A
New Vision for Peace and Human
Development – Together Realising
the Millennium Development
Goals’ held at UNESCO, Paris, 1213 April 2012, attended by over
330 NGO representatives. Under
the Special Patronage of former
UN Secretary-General Dr. Boutros
Boutros-Ghali, it was convened by
Universal Peace Federation, the
Oman, Kenya and Saudi Arabia UNESCO delegations,
International Institute for Strategic Studies, Geneva Inter-Faith
Alliance and specialist African NGOs.

Stressing as a military man
“war is so terrible it must
always be the very last resort”,
Admiral Dufourcq said to build
peace and ‘sustainable security’
three
foundations
were
necessary: ending ‘wars from
the past’ by overcoming past
vendettas, creating human security by meeting people’s basic
needs, and developing ‘cultural security’ – cultures not being
under threat. Early intervention and local community accords
were essentials for dealing with conflicts at an early stage. These
analyses all pointed to the need for a far stronger UN. As Prof. Ali
Rastbeen, President, Academy of Geopolitics (Paris), said: “the
only way to tame (misuse of) power is by globalisation of power:
the UN framework must be given real power, with regional cooperation structures needed to guarantee peace.”

Setting the conference tone, His Excellency Dr. Musa Bin Hassan
of Oman, President of the 33rd UNESCO General Conference, said
that facing grave challenges, “humanity needs new strategies for
peace. Co-operation is a necessity, not optional. We must renew
hope and trust, and build a culture of peace and love as sons and
daughters of this planet – otherwise we remain prisoners of our
past failures.” Dr. B. Boutros-Ghali’s message stressed the
international community faced many new conflicts by non-state
groups, but ‘mobilised itself too rarely’. Preventive diplomacy,
regional initiatives, ‘micro-disarmament’, and tackling economic
and social causes of strife, were priorities for avoiding conflicts.
The wide range of dangers to security today must be recognised,
said Prof. Akiko Yamanaka, former Deputy Foreign Minister of
Japan: ethnic and religious conflicts, drug traffic, terrorism
including cyber-terrorism, financial crises, natural disasters and
new diseases. Traditional narrowly military notions of security
were out-dated: “Individual and social welfare is becoming the
security priority, involving military, economic, social,
environmental and other factors”. A ‘new security framework’ was
needed for the necessary comprehensive approach to human
security. She believed Japanese technology could help secure
food and energy security for much of Asia. “A new agenda of
disintegration in economic, political and religious values”, with
violent responses to crises, and “growing inequality of income
globally, and within both developed and developing nations”,
were identified as further sources of conflict by Ambassador Dr.
Walther Lichem of Austria.

Several NGO representatives reported hopefully on grassroots
actions advancing MDG. In Solidum President Nelly Camberville
spoke of job creation for West African young people and women
through small enterprises and eco-villages (eg. in Senegal).
Maguite Lorcy, Founder of Grouping for Action & Initiatives for
Africa, linked its food and medical aid to Togo to involving its
young people in clean water projects and organising seventy
farming groups. Khalil Raihani (Council of Europe) said youth
employment was vital in potential conflict zones to avert violence.
Brigitte Wada, President, Women’s Federation for World Peace
(France), said worldwide yearning for peace was seen in myriad
local peace actions, eg. WFWP projects in Zambia and Niger, and
its twinnning links between women of former enemy countries,
eg. Japan-Korea, healing the wounds of history.
Moral education for global citizenship, especially by young people
engaging internationally in MDG projects, meeting for mutual
awareness of global problems and overcoming stereotypes, eg.
peace encounters of Israeli and Palestinian youth, was widely
urged. Lotifa Begum of Islamic Relief UK said in a world of 1.4
billion people in extreme poverty, it was vital “to educate youth
in global citizenship awareness”, a stance exemplified by Austrian
UPF member Ewald Schenkermayr who had helped build a school
in Africa: “I learned to go beyond myself, to live for others.” This
core value for peace was echoed by Buddhist, Christian, Muslim
and Sikh faith representatives.

A distinctive analysis of security issues was given by Admiral Jean
Dufourq, Director of Studies at Ecole Militaire (Paris) and former
senior NATO official. “The early 21st century world is in a
situation of neither war, nor peace.” For several centuries Europe
had known varying periods of peace separated by wars between
states, but “this condition of ‘great peace, great war’ ended fifty
years ago, which became clear 1989-2011. We have witnessed
the end of wars between states in the developed world, which are
unlikely to return – those in Africa are a hangover from the past
– but at the same time increasing conflicts and crises globally”.
World population at 7 billion meant rising competition for
resources, raw materials, energy and other necessities, causing
many new conflicts and conflict factors, a reality worsened by
increasing diversity in the world. Rarely between regular forces,
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This conference, at which I represented UfP, stressed a multidimensional ‘New Vision for Peace’ requiring initiatives by
individuals, NGOs and governments, within a strengthened UN
system, all under-girded by ‘a re-awakened moral and spiritual
consciousness’ (Ven. M. Thao Chan, Buddhist).
(Fuller report on application to Co-ordinator – please send s.a.e.)
Report by Brian Cooper
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EDINBURGH EVENT: RELIGION and the ARAB SPRING
were now present in the Gulf states
’Religion, the Arab Spring and
whose Muslim emirs mostly
World Peace’ was the theme of the
practised religious freedom. B.
4th Edinburgh Christian-Muslim
Cooper added Bahrain was torn by
inter-faith peace event co-hosted
conflict between the majority Shia
by UfP Churches & Inter-Faith
population and the Saudi-backed
Work and Annandale Street
Sunni monarchy, and the Saudi-led
Mosque, at the latter venue on
Sunni states were in increasingly
Saturday May 19 2012. Attended
dangerous rivalry with Iran-led Shia
by fifty-five people, it began with
communities.
mosque official Mohammed N.
Rumi reflecting on Koran verses
Dr. Alhagi M. Drammeh (Muslim)
with a peace theme, and Rev. B.
from Gambia, Head of Department
Cooper reading the Beatitudes of
for Study of Islam and Muslims at
Jesus. Giving the political context
Al-Maktoum College, Dundee,
to the theme, B. Cooper said the
recalled precedents for Christianrulers of Tunisia, Libya, Egypt and
Muslim dialogue, then analysed
Yemen had fallen “to an uprising of Left to right: Dr. Alhagi M. Drammeh, Mr. Mohammed Aslam, Rev. Brian ‘The Role of Islam in the Arab
Cooper and Prof. Hugh Goddard.
the powerless who had finally lost
Spring’, stressing the popular drive
their fear” after decades of oppressive , corrupt regimes backed
for dignity and freedom. “Both are key Muslim concepts. People
by US/West for oil and strategic interests, causing loss of Arab
had lost both under oppressive, unrepresentative regimes”;
pride, and economic hardship. With 60% of the region’s
“universal freedom is basic to Islamic discourse.” Examining the
population under thirty, and this younger generation well
rise to power of Islamist parties in Tunisia (the Ennahda under
informed by satellite TV and internet, demography and media had
Rachid Ghannouchi) and Egypt (Muslim Brotherhood), he said
been key influences.
most Muslim leaders had experienced freedom and democracy in
the West, and believed in sound institutions and civic values, “but
Religion in the region was ‘a complex tapestry’ of different Muslim
Muslims are divided in their response to democracy, and the
and Christian communities, said Prof. Hugh Goddard (Christian),
future is very open.”
Director of Edinburgh University Alwaleed Centre for the Study of
Islam in the Contemporary World. Sunni Islam predominated in
In Open Forum, participants stressed religious leaders bore
North Africa and much of the Middle East, with Saudi Arabia the
special responsibility to be open and inclusive, and to reach out
spiritual focus, and the Hanafi, Malaki and Shafi schools most
across faith divides to achieve community harmony. Speaking
influential; Shia Islam was the majority in Iran, Iraq, Bahrain and
from experience in Northern Ireland and Egypt, Rev. Robin Lee
Yemen, and significant in Lebanon; the Ismaili, Druze (Syria and
said in the Middle East and elsewhere “religion has now become
Lebanon) and Alawi (Syria) were major non-mainstream Muslim
a tool of identity, which can be mis-used to reinforce division”.
sects. Sunni-Shia relations were ‘clearly worsening’. Christian
Bringing people together across such divides was essential
minorities, notably important in East Arab lands, were the ancient
foundation for lasting peace. Mr. M. Aslam and Mr. B. Malik of
Churches of the East (eg. Armenia, Coptic, Orthodox), and
Annadale Street Mosque, event co-organisers with B. Cooper,
Catholic and Protestant groups: they experienced situations from
concluded by strongly reiterating the duty of Christians, Muslims
historic toleration to Christian-Muslim tensions and harassment.
and those of other faiths to work tirelessly for world peace, and
Coptic Christians, 10% of Egypt’s population, faced a very
for faith to contribute “a moral basis for politics today.”
uncertain future. In Iraq, Christians had lived usually peacefully
Rev. Brian Cooper
under Islam for 1400 years, but conditions after the US/UK
UfP Churches & Inter-Faith Secretary
invasion had caused some 70% to go into exile. Many churches

PEACE DAYS 2012 – SEPTEMBER 21 and 23
readings, prayers and sermon, and/or an ecumenical
peace service with other churches. This special Sunday
reminds congregations that peacemaking and helping to
heal a broken world are core Christian responsibilities. UfP
also recommends INTER-FAITH PEACE EVENTS, where
locally possible, as a powerful witness to ‘world faiths for
global harmony’ at a time when, sadly, many conflicts are fuelled
by religious divisions and intolerance. Major world religions
proclaim the sacredness of life and the divine purpose for
harmony in creation and humanity: events with different faith
participants giving readings from sacred Scriptures, statements,
meditation etc. affirm these values.

Ufp promotes the September Peace Days: UN
International Peace Day September 21, and closely
linked churches’ Peacemaking Sunday September 23.
Both observances offer opportunity for special events for
information, reflection and action on peace themes. The
UN aims its day to be one of peace – urging a ‘Global
Ceasefire’ in all conflict zones – and for peace, calling public
bodies and civil society to hold events to “commemorate and
strengthen the ideals of peace within and among all nations”, and
publicise UN endeavours for peace-building, peace-keeping,
development and emergency aid. UfP’s Erskine Childers Lecture
on Building Momentum for Peace by Jan Pronk, (Sept. 10 : details
rear page) is a key London pre-event; other events will be
on/around Sept. 21-23 (contact London office 0207-377-2111;
Edinburgh office 0131-446-9545 for Scotland events).

UfP hopes many members will get involved in September Peace
Days events, where possible arranging/co-organising local
activities. Please contact London or Edinburgh offices for
resources. (For resources for faith-based events, send at least £5
(‘Peace Services’) to Rev. B. Cooper, 144/1 Whitehouse Loan,
Edinburgh EH9 2AN. Donations welcome!)

Peacekeeping Sunday Sept.23 gives opportunity for local
churches to reflect on peace, justice, reconciliation and the UN,
within a regular Sunday service with appropriate hymns, Bible

UNITING for PEACE
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The World up in arms
– Global Military Spending rose to $1.74 trillion in 2011
– Is that the future we want?
The latest global military expenditure figures for 2011 were
released in April this year by SIPRI (Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute), showing the arms trade numbers have
gone up to $1.74 trillion. USA is still number one in military
spending at $711 billion, with China at $143bn and Russia at
$72bn rising fast.
Most remarkable is the seismic shift of military spending to Asian
countries with the frightening prospect of the start of a new cold
war in Asia. India ($48bn) now is the world’s largest importer of
arms, along with the three next largest buyers of arms, all in Asia:
South Korea ($30bn), Singapore ($9bn) and Pakistan ($6bn).
Asian countries are now diverting a vast portion of their revenues
to buying military weapons and armaments, despite millions of
their people being deprived of basic rights, food, shelter,
education and health care.
The former Cold War has been over for more than two decades,
yet the world continues to increase its military spending every
year as if we are living at a time of unending conflict. Immense
damage all over the world is perpetrated by wars and increased

military spending. It leads to violence, barbarism and untold
suffering to humanity, the consequences of which are extreme
poverty in the developing world, environmental damage and
financial hardship even in richer countries.
My book, The Economics of Killing, (see page 2) has explored the
alternatives to this tragic scenario: military reduction, cutback on
global arms trade, reforms of the monetary system, addressing
root causes of violence, wars and terrorism, and creating
incentives for a peace economy. Accordiong to the Global Peace
Index, if countries were to cut back violence at a rate of 25% for
example, it could save the global economy up to $2 trillion.
Eradicating violence altogether could create a stimulus of $8
trillion, enough to tackle the financial and climate change crises
and wipe out extreme poverty.
Stopping militarism will leave a lasting legacy for generations to
come ensuring the continuation and progress of our sacred
civilisation and humanity. So let us start by taking the first action
– becoming a member of Uniting for Peace (see form below).
Vijay Mehta

2012 ANNUAL ERSKINE CHILDERS LECTURE
“BUILDING MOMENTUM FOR PEACE – A WORLD
FREE FROM WARS, WANT AND FEAR ”
SPEAKER:

Jan Pronk

Former Minister of Development, Netherlands
& Deputy Secretary-General, UNCTAD
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 10 6.30 – 8.30pm
HILTON EUSTON HOTEL • 17-18 UPPER WOBURN PLACE, LONDON WC1H 0HT
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