UNITING for PEACE
SPECIAL 1st ISSUE

SUMMER 2010 • £1.50
“There is no way to peace. Peace is the way” Mahatma Gandhi

World peace is not a Utopian dream. It can be
realised by overcoming forces of destruction,
violence and warmongering. Uniting for Peace is a
civil society organisation helping to do just that.
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“Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the
minds of men that the defences of peace must be
constructed.”
UNESCO, Declaration of a Culture of Peace

In 2009 two peace organisations – Action for UN Renewal and World Disarmament Campaign – voted to unite, to take
forward more effectively their common agenda of promoting peace, disarmament and a stronger UN. In 2010 the new
organisation – Uniting for Peace – was publicly launched at the Spring Conference and Erskine Childers Memorial Lecture
events. This is the first edition of its magazine, incorporating the Act UN Newsletter and World Disarm! publications.
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EDITORIAL: FORWARD WITH UNITING FOR PEACE
Welcome to Uniting for Peace, the new
organisation formed upon the merger of
Action for UN Renewal and World
Disarmament Campaign, with thanks to
our members for all your support to
make this union a reality. Its formation
enables us to concentrate in a more
focused way on the current complex
global challenges: international and
regional wars, civil and ethnic conflicts, nuclear proliferation,
the widening gap between rich and poor, and the financial
and environmental crises.
We have embarked upon an ambitious 2010-2011 agenda.
Following the landmark March 27 AGM/Spring Conference
on 'Peace-Building in an Unstable World', Sir Richard Jolly
superbly addressed our annual Erskine Childers Lecture
(June 15) on 'Inequality and Millennium Development Goals',
with a lively response from Lord Frank Judd - a memorable
event attracting much media interest. At the July 1 annual
Edinburgh Inter-Faith event on 'World Faiths - Creating
Peace Now', fifty people heard Baha'i, Christian, Hindu,
Muslim and Unification speakers on grassroots peace
actions across the globe. Uniting for Peace was represented
by myself at International Peace Bureau's June conference
with exhibitions, debates and many events, jointly
sponsored by the City of Geneva.
For the September Peace Days (19-21), we are promoting
local events UK-wide by faith communities and
peace/justice groups, with 20 notified to date; we will have a
Peace Stall at the Labour Party conference in Manchester
(September 26-30). Besides these activities, this publication
marks the first issue of our new magazine (comments
welcomed!), which will aim to document our activities,
engage with our membership and inform and challenge over
a range of peace, disarmament and UN-related issues.
2010 saw the UK General Election: apart from some
discussion of Trident renewal, peace-related issues were
barely discussed and overall the Peace Movement made
little impact. In the light of that, and the final outcome of the

election as a Conservative-Liberal Democrat Coalition
government, Uniting for Peace has decided to hold a major
conference on the theme of 'Britain's Role in the World, in
the New Era of Coalition Politics', with special reference to
the role of the Peace Movement and how UN-centred
policies can be best advocated. The Peace Movement must
work out how it can develop and best present credible 'soft
power' policies offered in critical dialogue with the Coalition
Government in the years ahead.
The British political context has fundamentally changed, and
continues to do so; with severe austerity measures being
announced at the expense of public services, the jobless,
pensioners and disabled, the case for re-assessing Britain's
international role, and especially for drastic cuts in Britain's
excessive military expenditure, urgently needs to be
presented. 'Cut Warfare, not Welfare!', should be the rallyingcry!
The present world situation is very dire with Iraq still
desperately unpeaceful, war in Afghanistan escalating,
Pakistan on the brink of becoming a 'failed state', the
Israel/Palestine conflict far from resolved, US global
hegemonism undiminished, and terrorism on the rise.
Despite the global financial crisis and recession, world
military expenditure continues to increase, with the latest
figures (June 2009) at $1.53 trillion, the highest-ever since
the end of the Cold War. US and its allies continue to be
fixated on the notion that security lies in having and using
more weaponry, despite its failure to deliver any solutions in
Iraq and Afghanistan.
Uniting for Peace aims to dispel propaganda myths around
military expenditure and wars. We are here to advocate
alternative peaceful solutions, promote disarmament policies
and dialogue-based conflict resolution, nurture the
development of a 'Culture of Peace', and affirm non-violent
approaches to peace-building. Throughout all of this, we
want the UN Charter upheld, and UN institutions
strengthened. In all this endeavour we will require the
support of all our members - for there is much to do!
VIJAY MEHTA, Chair, Uniting for Peace

A NEW BEGINNING
Since 1945, the human race has lived under the threat of a global nuclear war, resulting from a deliberate nuclear attack by
one state upon another, from escalation of a conventional war, from malfunction of a nuclear weapons system, or from
terrorists acquiring nuclear explosives. We have become so accustomed to living on the brink of disaster that we are scarcely
aware of it.
The 1968 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and subsequent five-yearly review conferences; further regimes to arrest nuclear
proliferation and restrict new weapon developments, and various arms reduction and disarmament measures all testify to
diplomatic activity aimed at preventing a nuclear catastrophe. Yet the number of nuclear-weapon states continues to escalate.
The "Final Document" of the 1978 UN Special Session on Disarmament set out wide-ranging measures to achieve
comprehensive nuclear disarmament. In the UK, Philip Noel-Baker and Fenner Brockway established the World Disarmament
Campaign to lobby for its implementation, with broad support from politicians, churches, trade unions and other bodies. The
1982 UN Second Special Session failed to maintain the momentum, but did launch a campaign to mobilize public support for
the disarmament process, adopting the Baker-Brockway title - "the World Disarmament Campaign".
The succeeding years have seen successes and failures, the latter resulting partly from the fragmentation of the Peace
Movement, and partly from structural defects in the UN, particularly the Security Council. Both the World Disarmament
Campaign and Action for UN Renewal have over the years addressed these issues. With so much in common, we came to
believe that if they were to join their resources and efforts, their effectiveness would substantially exceed their individual
weight. The last twelve months have witnessed the uniting of the two movements. Whether it is a marriage made in Heaven
remains to be seen, but future generations may see it as a new beginning.
LORD ARCHER, President, Uniting for Peace
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WAR, AUSTERITY – AND ALTERNATIVES
UfP Vice-President TONY FARSKY Urges Radical
Campaigning
War and Peace?
Why are there so many military
conflicts in our world? What
causes war? It’s all a matter of
power-political and economic
control. From the 18th century
until 1939 Britain was the major
world power. In 1945 the USA became the dominant
global power. It rapidly established military bases all over
the world and between 1945 and 2000 was involved in 45
military invasions, including Vietnam. In the past 10 years
the major US military activity has been in the Middle East
in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Over the past 60 years Britain has been reduced to a
junior partner in the exploits of US imperialism, but in
relation to the Middle East, Iraq and Afghanistan, Britain
has been crucial in giving some legitimacy to the US role.
Without Blair’s support for Bush in Iraq, events may have
taken a different course.
When will we be told the truth about the rapidly worsening
situation in Afghanistan – that the offensive in Helmand
province has failed? The Times’ (10/6/10) investigation
concluded: ‘UK went into Helmand with eyes closed and
fingers crossed...’ US warned Britain in 2003 – you must
send more troops! This advice was ignored. British troops
were spread too thinly and often pinned down under
heavy attack. Military ‘security’ has not been achieved:
UN reports “Half the country is off limits” to its aid
workers. Over 300 British soldiers have been killed, and
many more seriously wounded. The Government’s
answers as to why we are in Afghanistan are
unconvincing, its predictions of a withdrawal date
contradictory. The simple truth is that being there is part
of US world domination and to provide a secure passage
for oil from Russia. International coalition forces are 90
per cent British and US. The rest of the world has doubts
about being there or are totally opposed.

The Budget Deficit
The main thrust of the Con-Dem demolition government
policy is cutting government expenditure in a way that will
create unemployment, reduce benefits and impact on
essential services. Some government expenditure should
be cut, especially a whole raft of costly defence projects,
such as the Trident replacement, which, together with
other projects could contribute a £80 billion reduction in
spending.
I quote from the preface to a National Pensioner
Convention pamphlet, The Politics of Pensions. Rodney
Bickerstaffe’s inspirational message applies to peace
activists as well as pensioners: “I understand that politics
is about priorities. Billions have been spent on war, more
earmarked for the Trident nuclear submarine programme
and the banking industry has had more than its fair share
of bail-outs. Up to £100 billion of legitimate taxation –
largely from big business – is uncollected....The case is
made, now we have to shout it out from the roof tops.”
UNITING for PEACE
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According to the ‘Rethink Trident’ campaign, the
following spending cuts would considerably reduce
the present budget deficit:

• £4.4 billion

– cost so far of the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars

• £ 20
• £ 16
•£ 4
• £ 20
• £ 15

billion
billion
billion
billion +
billion.

– successor to Trident
– Future Rapid Effect System
– Two aircraft carriers
– Eurofighter Typhoon
– other military projects

Another World is Possible
An alternative economic and political programme is
required to campaign around in opposition to the deep
and devastating cuts planned. Such a programme is
outlined in Another World is Possible – A Manifesto for
21st century Socialism by John McDonnell MP. “Britain’s
international policies fail to offer the prospect of peace
and security or economic justice in any part of the world”.
It is a vision of the only possible way to a different world
from that provided by capitalism.
Internationally, Latin America is currently showing the
way. Cuba’s continued existence, despite decades of US
blockade, inspired democratic movements to resist US
domination, resulting in a wave of popular radical
governments in Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador, Brazil,
Argentina and elsewhere. In Brazil, democratic
participatory budgeting in 1990’s in Porto Alegre saw
“significant redirection of infrastructure investment by the
local state towards the needs of the poor and working
class.” Socialism is not a discredited dream. It’s alive and
playing a vital role in the struggle for a different world.
In Britain, the Peace Movement must urge new
priorities in our international policy:
• Troops out of Afghanistan
• Ending the Gaza blockade
• The establishment of a Palestinian state
• No Trident replacement
• A programme for UK & global Nuclear
Disarmament
• Cancellation of all other unnecessary military
projects
• A declaration for Britain to be a leader in support
of the developing world
• Reform and restoration of the United Nations as
the World Forum for peace and security.

There is much campaigning to do!
TONY FARSKY
(Abridged & edited version of original article in Education for Tomorrow, Summer 2010)
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PEACE-BUILDING IN AN UNSTABLE WORLD
positive note: “Relations between individuals and groups are
generally now much more peaceful than before.” Noting
2010 marked the 50th anniversary of the Peace Research
Movement and 60th anniversary of the European Coal and
Steel Community, precursor of the European Union, he said
“progress comes when traditional knowledge is rejected,”
citing the EU as a new model for peaceful conflict resolution
and respect for diversity. After its long history of inter-state
conflict, Europe had re-constituted itself as a peaceful entity.
“Europe must resist US pressure to be more militarised – US
equates ‘creating peace’ with making war.” Europe needed
broader definition to ensure wider peace: Gorbachev’s ideal
of the “Common European Home” embracing Russia and all
Eastern Europe with the EU should be revived to promote
pan-continental stability. In an inter-dependent world,
emphasising national interests is dangerous: “We must
create the sense of a ‘common human family’.”

From Left: Vijay Mehta, Dr John Jacob English, Lord (Peter) Archer, Rev. Brian Cooper

“Peace-Building in an Unstable World”, theme of the
2010 Uniting for Peace Spring Conference at Wesley’s
Chapel in the City of London (March 27), was discussed
by four speakers.
The continuing instability of the Middle East remained a
major threat to world peace, stressed Jeremy Corbyn
(Labour MP for Islington North and CND Vice-Chair).
Competition for resources, US interventionism and its
‘encirclement’ of Iran with military bases, Israel’s
potential nuclear threat to the whole region, and the
absence of any prospect of a just solution to the
Israel/Palestine dispute, were all key factors causing an
unstable Middle East. Reporting on a European
parliamentarians’ delegation to Gaza, he described it as
“one and a half million people in a virtual prison, barely
surviving. It is a huge humanitarian crisis: there is vast
destruction, after the Israelis attacked civilian targets; the
only reconstruction is the building of mud houses.”
Justice for the Palestinian people was pre-requisite for a
peaceful Middle East.

The special joint WDC – Act UN Annual General Meeting,
thus the first of Uniting for Peace, heard Executive members
report on the 2009-10 year of co-operation and progress in
implementation of the merger, as already overwhelmingly
endorsed by both memberships.
Co-ordinator B. Cooper outlined achievements, including
key public meetings:
‘World Faiths – Bridges for Peace’
‚
(Edinburgh, June 09); ‘Beyond Obama – Priorities towards
Nuclear Abolition’ (London, July); Hiroshima/Nagasaki
service (Glasgow, August); ‘War in Afghanistan – Can Peace
Return?’ (London, November); ‘Clash of Civilisations – or
World Harmony?’ (Edinburgh, January 2010). Briefing
papers had been issued for 2009 European Election and
2010 UK General Election. Merger progress included
forming two executives into a united one, with a temporary
constitution; sub-committee to draft permanent one;
finances to be merged post-AGM; new magazine and
website to be launched. “It is vital we pool resources and
experience, and go forward”, declared UfP President, Lord
Peter Archer.

Rev. Brian Cooper, UfP Churches & Inter-Faith Secretary,
identified regional power rivalries, the global arms trade,
world financial crisis and the socially destructive effects
of globalisation, as among key drivers of instability, but
noted misuse of religion – whether by pro-war
fundamentalist Christians in USA or anti-Western
Jihadist movements across the Muslim world – as adding
to global instability. “In Middle East, Balkans and
Caucasus, religion has been misused as a divisive force
to exacerbate national and ethnic tensions – but in these
regions, and Africa too, many grassroots actions by
different religions together are building peace locally and
regionally.”

Co-Chairs Vijay Mehta and Frank Jackson reported
respectively on participation at international and UK
conferences. Celia Bower, retiring as WDC treasurer, was
thanked and honoured for her years of service. Finally Tim
Wallis from the Brussels office of Nonviolent Peace Force,
gave a presentation on NPF activities.

Vijay Mehta, UfP Chair, judged the global security
situation as “now more dangerous than the Cold War,”
because of multiple causes of instability and conflict.
Escalation of small arms availability through illegal
trafficking; prevalence of extremist ideologies;
widespread hunger and deprivation, with one-sixth of
global population existing on $1 per day; rising number
of ‘failed states’; US global hegemonism with 750 military
bases in 130 countries – all fuelled global instability.
Building a more peaceful world required moving to the
primacy of ‘soft power’ instead of military methods.
Promoting a culture of non-violence, solving disputes
through reconciliation and dialogue (e.g. with Taleban in
Afghanistan), creating ‘cities for peace’, and holding
‘peace leadership summits’ to advance a ‘culture of
peace’ were priorities.

[Co-ordinator’s, Co-Chairs’ & Churches’ reports available from Edinburgh office – send s.a.e.]

Keynote speaker Dr. John Jacob English, director of the
Free University of Ireland (Dublin), peace philosopher and
author of ‘The Collapse of The War System’, struck a

The conference venue was historic Wesley’s Chapel (49 City Road, London), place of
many WDC events over the years. As well as being Britain’s most famous preacher,
John Wesley initiated social welfare projects and opposed the slave trade. (Wesley’s
House & Museum: Admission by donation, 10.00-16.00, Monday-Saturday).
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INEQUALITY & THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
The 2010 Erskine Childers lecture on
the above theme was given by
Professor Sir Richard Jolly, former UN
Assistant Secretary-General. Held on
June 15 at Friends House, London,
and attended by over a hundred
people, this memorable event also
marked the public launch of Uniting for
Peace.
The MDG debate had to start by recognising that levels of
inequality in the world today are a scandal – slowing progress
towards the MDGs. Inequality has been ignored in recent
decades, nationally and internationally. This needs to be
changed if faster progress is to be made.
In the UK today, Robert Peston, BBC Economics
Correspondent, reported that in 2006 the typical FTSE boss
earned 75 times the pay of a typical employee. Just one
year's pay rise for that typical boss was £400,000, 17 times
the total pay of a typical employee. In 1989, the ratio of
bosses' pay to that of employees was 19 to 1. In developing
countries, soaring inequalities have also been the pattern for
the last two or three decades. In a sample of 71 countries, six
out of ten people live in countries where inequality has
worsened in recent years.

and other Latin American countries applied such policies in the
early 2000s. In earlier decades, redistributive growth took place
in Ecuador, Sweden, Malaysia, India, Costa Rica and Germany.
Earlier cases can be found in Taiwan, Colombia, El Salvador and
Sri Lanka and in the earlier history of UK, France and the US.
There are other arguments. Extremes of soaring inequality, as
recently, present major problems to the majority of people in all
societies, better off and rich as well as poor. The Spirit Level, by
Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett, shows that in more unequal
societies, even the better off do worse than they would if the
society had been more equal. To combine growth with
diminishing inequalities, the priority need is for measures which
help raise the production and incomes of poorer groups –
increases in the productive assets of small farmers, of urban
informal sector workers and a wide variety of other small scale
enterprises. They are good examples of redistribution with
growth.

MDGs 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 – universal primary education, gender
equity, primary health care, the reduction of child and maternal
mortality, combatting HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases – all
require additional financial resources, nationally and
internationally: taxation, aid and other forms of financial
assistance. Economic growth will help but the need for public
finance will increase faster than the rate of economic growth. So
the tax revenue must be raised. How tax is raised is highly
influential on levels of inequality in a country. The move from
For those who argue that it is economic growth that matters
progressive income taxes to regressive value-added taxes needs
not inequality, a UN analysis of growth from 1984-2001
to be reversed. Where soaring inequalities are a serious problem,
showed that in most cases, incomes of the poorest grew
redistributive taxes and other progressive
more slowly than those of the rich – or
measures are needed.
they had no growth at all. Unfettered
"Wherever there is great property,
market policies made structural
there is great inequality. For one
MDG 7, environmental sustainability, also
adjustments a condition of loans in
very rich man there must be at
needs additional revenue and taxation,
more than 50 countries, with
least five hundred poor, and the
with incentives to cut dangerous
disastrous effects. Inequality soared,
affluence of the few supposes the
emissions, to encourage the adoption of
while growth in Latin America and
indigence of the many"
environmental protection actions and
Sub-Saharan Africa sharply fell. In
(Adam Smith). moves to a structure of green economic
contrast, from 1945 to 1980 inequality
growth and diminished inequality.
declined in many developed and
developing countries. Also in the last ten years, inequality has
The need for additional revenue brings in the third link - aid and
been reduced in a few countries. Eleven countries in Latin
finance as part of the global partnership, MDG8. The promotion
America adopted redistributive policies in the early 2000s,
of free market globalisation will be judged by historians as a
most notably Brazil. Presidents Cardoso and Lula pursued a
contributory cause of the present global crisis and as a major
number of deliberate policies, including social protection by
cause of the soaring inequalities.
cash transfers to the poorest groups in the country. These,
The final area for strategic change is human security. Many
unfortunately, have been the rare exceptions.
developing countries are spending 2, 4, 6 or more percent of
Inequality is linked:
national income on armies and military budgets – ostensibly for
the protection of a country's national borders against threats
• to the rate and structure of economic growth;
from abroad. Yet the real threats today are threats to people,
• to public expenditure and taxation;
from disease, from earthquakes, from urban crime and gender
• to aid and conditions of international support;
violence – from a whole range of man-made threats to the
• to the factors which influence who gets access to security of a country's population. In many countries, rising
inequality has been a major cause of rising poverty and the
education and health, girls and boys, as well as the
failure to achieve the MDGs. Policies for the reduction of
marginalised and deprived;
inequalities combined with redistributive growth need to be
• and to human security.
made part of MDG strategy.
For MDG-1, the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger,
Opening discussion, Lord (Frank) Judd welcomed the
economic growth is crucial. But to reach this goal, the poor
Government’s commitment to maintain overseas aid spending,
must achieve higher growth rates than the non-poor; ie, we
and urged it to give leadership at UN towards achievement of the
need redistributive growth. Specific policies should aim at
Millennium Development Goals. NGOs like Uniting for Peace
this. There is much misunderstanding over redistributive
must continue lobbying for this.
growth. It is not "taking from the rich and giving to the poor".
FRANK JACKSON
There is a case for this, but under redistributive growth the
(edited)
better off and the poor both gain. As already noted, Brazil
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EUROPE’S GENOCIDAL CENTURY
In 1990s the ferocious violence and intense hatreds
unleashed in the Balkans, Caucasus and Central Asia
amid break-up of federal Yugoslavia and the Soviet
Union, shocked the world. Long-suppressed
nationalisms and revenge for World War Two atrocities
are cited as explanations, yet such recent minigenocides (including Rwanda) must be set
within the total grim panorama of the 20th
century as an era of genocides, of which the
Nazi Holocaust was the most horrific
expression.
Such reflections are prompted by Cathie
Carmichael's landmark study, showing that
"far from being isolated and impulsive
instances of prejudice, genocides have
formed part of a general historical
phenomenon" in Central and Eastern Europe
since the 19th century, one firmly established
before the rise of Nazism. The latter's horrors
consciously continued this lethal tradition:
"Who now remembers the Armenians?"
Hitler remarked, believing that once wiped
out, the Jews would likewise be forgotten.
‘Modernising’ Europe according to the national principle
caused the break-up of the multi-ethnic AustroHungarian and Ottoman empires, while Imperial Russia's
fall led to huge population displacements under Stalin. In
pursuit of political and racial homogeneity, ‘whole
civilisations vanished’, with atrocities frequently wreaked
on religious and national minorities by dominant national
groups driven by a new ‘eliminationist’ credo. The
empires themselves committed atrocities to quell rising
nationalisms: the 1870s' Ottoman massacres of
Bulgarians were the most notorious, while Romanov
expansion into Caucasus caused dispersion and death
among huge numbers of Muslims. (Two million
Circassians were reduced to 200,000, with half-a-million
deported to Turkey and over a million deaths).
Christian communities in the Near East were virtually
wiped out. "Armenian Christians, subject to widespread
massacres in 1890s and 1909, were effectively
obliterated in Anatolia during the First World War....about
one million Armenians died." (Turkey still refuses to
acknowledge the great 1915 Armenian genocide.)
Jews in Imperial Russia, Balkan Muslims, Ottoman
Christians and Habsburg Serbs in Bosnia and Serbia, all
faced huge pressures on their very existence from 1870s
to 1918. Serbia lost some 800,000 people, one-quarter of
its population, in the First World War, from starvation,
disease and war injuries, with over 60% of Serb men
aged between 15 and 55 perishing 1914-18. (World War
Two levels were almost as horrific). The 1919-22 GraecoTurkish War saw atrocities on both sides. Eliminationist
programmes against Jewish communities, from Czarist
Russia's pogroms to massacres in nationalist Ukraine
(1918-19), helped create the moral degradation and
psychic climate which made Nazi extermination camps
possible.
The author cogently argues the collapse of Central and
Eastern Europe's great empires and consequent power
vacuum, "was one of the primary causes of the
Holocaust, as the National Socialists attempted to
UNITING for PEACE

reorder Eastern Europe into a new 1000-year Reich."
(p.116). It is difficult for British readers, whose national
experience pre-1914 had been spared mass killings, to
grasp that by 1914, genocide, massacres and atrocities had
been the experience of millions across Central and Eastern
Europe and Near East. Suddenly from 1914, the reality of
mass slaughter engulfed the British, French and
German nations in the First World War trenches.
Yet these European powers, and Western states
such as Belgium and Holland, shared a dark
history of colonial oppression which included
genocide: Belgian atrocities in the Congo
reduced its 25 million population of 1891 to 8.5
million in 1911, while Germany had committed
mass killings of Africans in German South-West
Africa (Namibia). Nazi genocidal practice was
unique in its mass industrial methods and
political-philosophical rationale, but not
otherwise, and anyway also used wellestablished 'traditional' techniques – mass
shootings by its forces and those of client
states, and death by disease and exhaustion
from labour in intolerable conditions. (The author reminds us
that while nearly 6 million Jews were killed in extermination
camps and massacres, 3.2 million Soviet prisoners of war
perished amid the harsh conditions of German army
camps).
Referring to the 'genocidal crisis of 1912-1923', the author
states "it is a great paradox (it) occurred when desire for
universal human rights had significantly increased," (p.26),
and "outrage at genocide and other extreme abuses of
human rights was one of the intellectual building-blocks
leading to the creation of the League of Nations and the
United Nations." Already, humanist and religious concerns
had achieved the Hague and Geneva Conventions, but until
the mid-1940s, social Darwinism, and "the real-life narrative
of struggles between races and the inevitable extermination
of the 'weakest'...remained dominant in much of Europe. It
permeated European life at every level, putting whole
groups outside...human responsibility and obligation."
(pp.57-8). The author could have added that in destroying
Fascism, the major political structure of this narrative, the
Allies morally degraded themselves by descending into
mass killing of civilians from Dresden to Nagasaki.
Post-1945, "it became obligatory for signatories of the UN
treaty to accept the necessity for intervention to prevent
genocides from occurring...the signing of a Genocide
Convention represented both a significant repudiation of
previous years and the catastrophic failures of
eliminationism." (pp.157-9). The author does not assess
how far UN states have honoured these obligations
(appalling failures such as Rwanda come to mind), but offers
both grim history and ever-relevant warning against ruthless
powers and sectarian forces using nationalist and religious
extremisms for lethal ends. Rigorous legally-enforceable,
national and UN human rights structures, safeguarding of
minorities, ready human compassion and necessary
courage, all under-girded by moral value-systems of
tolerance and respect, political commitment and constant
public vigilance, offer best protection.
Cathie Carmichael: Genocide Before the Holocaust (Yale
University Press £25.00 pp.244, ISBN:978-0-300-121179).
Reviewer: BRIAN COOPER
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PROMOTING SEPTEMBER 2010 ‘PEACE DAYS’
music, can strongly affirm
this purpose. Can you
arrange such an event in your
locality?

Uniting for Peace is promoting three days in September
2010 as ‘September Peace Days’ – September 19, 20
and 21. This observance follows the 2009 switch from
the end-of-January ‘Weekend of Services and Vigils for
World Peace and Disarmament’, promoted for two
decades by World Disarmament Campaign, to the
September days derived originally from initiatives by
World Council of Churches and United Nations.

In recent years, various local
bodies (churches, UNA
branches, etc.) have held
September 20-21 events.
2009
faith-based
ones
included services, prayer/meditation vigils, inter-faith
forums, pilgrimages, drama
and music. For 2010, UfP
urges members and affiliated
bodies to hold local events or
co-arrange
with
other
groups. UfP 2010 events so
far notified include at Brechin, Cambridge, Chelmsford,
Chester, Chislehurst, Hinckley, Leicester, London, Malvern,
Port Erin (Isle of Man), Redditch, Rochester. (UfP Edinburgh
for details). Stroud events (Gloucester Diocese), contact:
linkear@freeuk.com & Oxford Peace Plaque ceremony:
djfpeace@aol.co.uk.

September 20 has been designated as the International
Day of Prayer for World Peace, and is observed by
Christians and those of other faith traditions in many
countries. The World Council of Churches invites
participation in this concluding year of its 2001-2010
decade to Overcome Violence Programme, and some
major UK Christian denominations, such as the Baptist
Union, Methodist Church and United Reformed Church,
are also promoting it among their congregations. As
September 20 falls on a Monday this year, many
churches may prefer to observe it on the Sunday,
September 19, and Uniting for Peace has accordingly
extended its ‘Peace Days’ to include that day.
An overnight Sunday through to Monday morning peace
prayer and information vigil, can be an imaginative way to
link the two days – especially for the younger age-group!
Information sessions, poetry, music, DVD and other
visual presentations, can all feature in prayer-for-peace
vigils. The aim is informed prayer and reflection leading
to a specific locally-based, internationally-related peace
action or project.

Resource pack – £5.00 – from: Peace Services, WDC, PO
Box 28209, Edinburgh EH9 1ZR. (Cheques to ‘Peace
Services’).

UN officially designated September 21 as its
International Day of Peace, which has become
celebrated in many countries worldwide with events
“commemorating and strengthening the ideals of peace
within and among all nations”. In the UK the day is
increasingly marked by civil society bodies – local UNA
branches; peace & justice and environmental groups;
churches and other faith communities. OVERCOMING
CONFLICT can be a key theme, as UN urges the
international community to observe September 21 as a
‘Day of Global Ceasefire’ in conflict zones. Faith-based
groups can hold a single event, uniting both days’
concerns, and/or join with local secular bodies for a UNfocused event.
Rev. John Johansen-Berg, UfP Vice-President & International Director
Community for Reconciliation (left) at Dahanu Tazuka, Maharashtra,
India, with activists in local development and peace/justice projects.

The inter-faith dimension is especially significant and
timely. Many conflicts around the world today are fuelled
by religious intolerance and violent misuse of faith. Yet all
religious traditions uphold ‘THE SACRED GIFT OF LIFE’
and should be promoting peace, locally and globally. It is
vital people of different faiths come together to affirm
common commitment to building peace – by overcoming
divisions, working for economic and social justice, and
supporting disarmament and reconciliation processes –
and creating a harmonious global human community.
INTER-FAITH EVENTS FOR WORLD PEACE, with statements, readings from sacred scriptures, meditation and

He commends observation of the September Peace Days.
“In a world of conflict and war, it is fitting and essential that
Christians and people of other faiths strive together to
advance God’s purpose and human yearning for a world of
peace and justice. Without vision the world and its people
will perish. With vision the earth and its inhabitants will be
renewed. Please join this effort by holding an event in your
area”.
REV. BRIAN G. COOPER Churches & Inter-Faith Secretary

SEPTEMBER ‘PEACE DAYS’ – MAKE IT HAPPEN!
SEPT. 19 – PEACE SERVICES • SEPT. 20 – WORLD PEACE PRAYER DAY • SEPT. 21 – UN PEACE DAY
UNITING for PEACE
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EDINBURGH INTER-FAITH PEACE EVENT

To avoid conflicts and create global harmony, 'We must share!',
stressed Mr. Amrit Lal (Edinburgh Hindu Temple). A just sharing
of the world's food, resources and wealth, and 'mutual service'
as basis for society, were essential to create peace, according to
the 'light of truth' from the ancient Hindu scriptures and other
world religions. Pointing in like direction is the worldwide Baha'i

'Arising to Serve' programme, said Maureen Hunter (Edinburgh
Baha'i Community). Her visually illustrated report gave an exciting
glimpse of 41 across-the-globe conferences of some 120,000
Baha'i members, and linked local welfare actions. Christian
Peacemaker Teams are 'on the front line' of non-violent peace
action in Middle East. Maureen Jack reported on her CPT work at
Al-Tuwani, a Palestinian village in South Hebron often threatened
by militant Israeli settlers. "We go in Christ's way, in 'active
pacifism', putting ourselves between those on either side of the
conflict, standing with the oppressed Palestinians against the
Occupation violence, but never supporting any violence against
Israelis."
On 'Peace in the City', Nahid Aslam ( Annandale St. Mosque)
discussed the Muslim Women's Group of Edinburgh's growing
contribution to inter-faith relations and community cohesion.
Harumi Currie, Chair of Women's
Federation for World Peace (Scotland),
brought the global dimension by
reporting on a visit to North Korea with
WFWP's aid programme for its poor
families (UN reports one in three underfives in North Korea are malnourished).
This scheme is supported by WFWP
women worldwide, including in Scotland.
Maureen Hunter's beautiful peace music,
especially her harp recital, was an
inspiring feature of a memorable evening
deemed 'informative and uplifting'.

ADVANCE NOTICE • UNITING for PEACE CONFERENCE
November 19 2010 ~ 2.00-4.30pm & 6.00-8.30pm • House of Lords • Room 4a

“Britain in the World & the Peace Movement’s Role in the New Coalition Era”
An opportunity to explore priorities for Britain in the world, and the contribution of the Peace Movement, in the post-election political context.

Dr Frank Barnaby (former Director, SIPRI) • Simon Hughes MP (tbc)
Tony Kempster (Vice-President, IPB) • Lord Peter Archer Q.C.
Dan Plesch (S.O.A.S) • Moeen Yaseem (Global Vision)
For registration and advance booking: (please send at least £6):
UNITING for PEACE 97 Commercial Rd. London E1 1RD [V.Mehta • 0207 377 2111 • vijay@vmpeace.org]
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ELIZABETH MARSHALL

Global and grassroots
activities for peace by
faith communities were
highlighted at the 2010
annual summer Edinburgh
Inter-Faith Peace Event
(July 1) on the theme
'World Faiths – Creating
Peace Now', attended by
fifty people. Rev. Brian
Cooper, Churches & InterFaith Secretary, said: "The
coming
together
of
different faith groups to advance the cause of peace is
particularly relevant and significant at this time when, in some
parts of the world, religion is being exploited and sometimes
directly contributing to divisions and conflict, in denial of the core
faith truth to 'hallow the sacred gift of life'. This was echoed by
Rev. Mary Catherine Burgess (Edinburgh University Chaplaincy)
who reported on the Parliament of World Religions (Melbourne,
December 2009). Its theme, 'Make a World of Difference' –
upholding the value of difference within a common humanity –
affirmed a vital factor in lasting peace-building.

