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UN Symposium: UN, the Great Powers - and World Peace
UNITING FOR PEACE AGM AND SPRING CONFERENCE 2018
Over two hundred people including representatives of refugee aid,

conflict resolution and climate change NGOs packed the Attlee Room
at Portcullis House, Westminster, Theme:
for UfP's 30 October 2019 Annual
Conference themed 'UN, Great Powers and World Peace'. The event
was chaired by Rita Payne. UfP Chair Vijay Mehta, analysing UN's
current situation, lamented its "severe cash crisis" with many states
not paying their dues at this very time its effectiveness - so urgently
needed when the world faced so many pressing problems - was
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EDITORIAL – 2020 – New Decade, New Plans for Peace
Building awareness, spreading information, promoting discussion,
resourcing activists and lobbying on key peace issues is our core
mission in Uniting for Peace. With all this in mind, our forthcoming
annual Spring Conference [Wesley's Chapel, London, March 28] on
'Peace Priorities - Building the Future We Want - will highlight
Middle East wars, Climate Change, Nuclear Build-up, Rising Inequalities, and related issues such as terrorism and misuse of religion, as
priority peace challenges facing the global community, which is
threatening the rules based international world order and multilateralism.

capitalism - are very evident from Paris to Hong Kong, across Latin
America, and many places elsewhere. Such are signs of hope in a
world desperately needing it.
Creating centres for peace-building and establishing Departments
for Peace for building community harmony offer another way
forward. UfP Chair Vijay Mehta's book advocating their potentially
transformative role - How Not To Go To War - has sparked debate
across UK and far beyond. The 18-21 June international London
Peace Summit Vision 2020, co-organised by Global Alliance for
Ministries and Infrastructures for Peace [GAMIP] and Uniting for
Peace, promises a world forum to advance this idea whose time has
come. International speakers and delegates from large number of
countries including USA, Canada, Nigeria, Sweden, Netherlands,
South Africa, Argentina and many more are attending the World
Peace Summit.

Climate Change and Nuclear Build-up are truly existential threats.
Despite some progress, it remains an open question whether the
global community can act swiftly and decisively enough to prevent
the former's potentially cataclysmic effects. US rejection of East-West
nuclear arms control agreements, weapons 'modernisation' by the
major powers, and China's relentless nuclear build-up, are deeply
troubling trends. On both issues, effective UN action and far-sighted
statesmanship, impelled by popular mass movements, hold the keys
to change. Such movements - mainly protesting against deteriorating climate change crisis, gross inequality caused by globalised

Please join us for both events - and be part of our 'change for peace'
movement for this new decade.
Vijay Mehta [UfP Chair] & Brian Cooper [UfP Vice-President]

Rotary Gathers Peacemakers for World Conference in Ontario, California
Vijay Mehta hosted two breakout sessions – Global Priorities – War
or Peace? And the second one on Establishing Departments for Peace
– A Radical Path to Peace. He also distributed UfP newsletters and
other literature and sold his books.

On 17 & 18 January, Rotary brought peacemakers together from
around the world to Southern California. The World Peace Conference
was held at the Ontario Convention Center.
Rudy Westervelt, Chair of Rotary World Peace Conference 2020, and
his team of Rotarians from eight Rotary Districts dedicated two years
to produce this conference. Over 1000 registrants assembled to learn,
share and then take action to produce peace in their personal lives,
homes and communities locally and internationally.

Over 100 breakout sessions had experts with solutions to human
trafficking, child abuse, spousal abuse, cyber-bullying, trauma
therapy, sexual harassment, unconscious bias, violence prevention in
our cities, homes, and schools and much more.
An exhibitor hall showcased more than 60 organizations providing
solutions to needs in our communities.

Over 160 experts from across the country and around the world were
secured and assembled to share their solutions to the major issues of
our time. The general sessions included Dr. Fozia Alvi, a Nobel Laureate Nominee; Steve Killelea, the CEO of Institute for Economics and
Peace; Michelle Brooks, the Chief of Staff of the Peace Corps; Mary
Ann Peters, a former Ambassador and CEO of the Carter Center;
Kenneth Cloke, the father of modern mediation; Michelle Nunn, the
CEO of CARE USA; Ira Helfand, a 2017 Nobel Peace Prize recipient
and co-president of International Physicians for the Prevention of
Nuclear War, Vijay Mehta, Chair, Uniting for Peace, Trustee, Fortune
Forum Charity and Author, How Not To Go To War and more speakers

On Friday evening, a Community Heroes Awards dinner was held to
honor nine finalists. Fritz Coleman, from Channel 4, joined to emcee
the event. Ines Allen, President and Founder of IMAHelps received
the honor of being the Community Hero of the Year.
As an adult, Ines Allen volunteered as a dental assistant with the
Flying Doctors for 20 years of dental missions to Mexico. She later
founded IMAHelps to provide not only free dentistry, but medical
care and life-changing surgeries for impoverished people around the
world. Since 2000, she has developed a team of more than 130 volunteers, who have provided free medical, dental, surgical and prosthetic
care to over 100,000 patients in nine countries. Her volunteers have
performed over 2500 cleft lip, cleft palate and club foot repairs and
installation of pacemakers. In the past three years, her volunteers
have provided nearly $20 million worth of free medical care to almost
20,000 people in Paraguay. She is planning for her next mission to
Jamaica in July of 2020.

Rotary International President, Mark Maloney gave an opening
address and explained Rotary’s role in creating peace in the world.
Actress and singer Kat Graham, who is a spokesperson for UNHCR,
the UN Refugee Agency and a Rotary Goodwill Ambassador, updated
us on the extent of the current refugee crisis and the need for continued assistance. Christine Ahn, who founded Women Cross DMZ,
explained how she assembled 10,000 women and women Nobel
Laureates to cross the DMZ in Korea from the North and South to
connect in peace. She is focused on bringing peace to the Korean
peninsula and ending the Korean War. She was awarded the Dr.
Henry Oster Memorial Peace Maker Award. Henry’s widow, Susie
Oster joined Rudy Westervelt on stage to present the award.

In addition to the two-day conference for adults, over 250 high
school Interact students from across Southern California and Arizona
gathered to learn and train in conflict resolution skills. They rotated
through classes led by Peace Fellow Ana Patel, Outward Bound
Peacebuilding, Peace Fellow Patricia Shafer, New Gen Peacebuilding, Positive Peace Activators with the Institute for Economics and
Peace and a Heather Sadlier, a professor from Maine. As a service
project, they packed 10,000 meals, which were donated to San
Bernardino Catholic Charities food bank.

Azim Khamisa addressed the audience to explain his loss and how
the power of forgiveness helped him heal. When Azim’s son was 20
years old and delivering pizza, he was murdered by a 14-year-old for
his gang initiation. The 14-year-old was being raised by his grandfather. The young man was sentenced to life in prison. Azim and the
grandfather came together to understand their personal pain and
established a foundation and now speak to inner-city school children
on the impact of the choices they make in life.

Contributed by Rudy Westervelt, Chair of Rotary World Peace
Conference 2020 and Edited by Vijay Mehta
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LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE, BRIGHTON, 22-25 SEPTEMBER 2019
Labour's 2019 Annual Conference coincided with the Global Week of
Action for Peace, the Climate, SDGs and Nuclear Abolition, promoted
worldwide by Abolition 2000 and Basel Peace Office. Each day was
devoted to one of these themes. Day 1 was also the UN International
Day for Peace, so this was emphasised. Uniting for Peace was joined
as usual by Labour Action for Peace, under the banner of Peace and
Disarmament Centre.
A postcard with a simple quiz, focusing on the military impact on
climate change – military spending and the carbon “bootprint” of the
military - was a very effective way of starting a discussion on the
wider issues, and several hundred were handed out to spread the
message further. A variety of literature, some free and some for sale,
including Vijay Mehta's latest book, HOW NOT TO GO TO WAR, was
distributed.
Press Releases were produced each day, including the day before and
the day after conference. The latter was still part of the Global Week,
and also the UN International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear
Weapons. At the UN Headquarters in New York a high level ceremony
for the signature and ratification of the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons took place. This now has 75 signatures and 34

Left to right: Vijay Mehta, Shanti Mehta, Colin Bastin and Frank Jackson
ratifications towards the 50 need to bring it into force. Labour Party
Conference was a great networking opportunity with lots of
delegates signing as Uniting for Peace supporters.
Frank Jackson [ UfP Vice-President]

'NoWar2019' - Pathways to Peace Conference, Limerick, Ireland
‘NoWar2019 Pathways to Peace’ was the urgent theme of an international anti-war conference held at Limerick’s South Court Hotel,
Ireland on 5th and 6th October 2019 organised by WorldBeyondWar.
Irish and international concerned parties met to consider the extent
of militarism in Ireland and elsewhere, and to work towards preventing the war response everywhere with all its inhumane impacts.

The event wrapped up on Sunday afternoon with a rally near
Shannon Airport, in objection to the airport’s use by US military in
violation of Irish neutrality. Shannon’s exclusive civilian function
ended in 2002 with the Irish government’s decision to support US
vengeance missions after the 9/11 bombings, as elucidated at the
gathering by academic and activist John Lannon. Chairperson and
founder of Veterans For Peace Ireland, Edward Horgan added that in
permitting this traffic, the Irish government is facilitating wars in the
Middle East. Horgan estimated that since the First Gulf War in 1991,
up to a million children have died in the region as a result: “roughly
the same number of children who died in the Holocaust”. 100,000
Irish people marched in 2003 against the country’s proposed
complicity. Even though America then wavered, protesting citizens
were over-ruled and the new military-friendly regime installed at
Shannon.

Speakers included seasoned Irish and American activists, contributors from Germany, Spain, Afghanistan, journalists and others. A
video link enabled MEP Clare Daly to join from Brussels. Presenter and
producer of RTÉ Global Affairs series What in the World, Peadar King,
attended a screening and post-discussion of his 2019 documentary,
Palestinian Refugees in The Lebanon: No Direction Home, which
features extracts of King’s previous discussion with Robert Fisk on the
issues. Panel discussions covered topics such as awareness of army
bases, nonviolent protest, the arms trade, Irish neutrality, sanctions,
divestment, space militarisation, and refugees. Most of the presentations are now online at WorldBeyondWar.org YouTube channel, while
#NoWar2019was the Twitter hashtag used.
A highlight was the presence of Nobel Peace Laureate Mairead (Corrigan) Maguire from Belfast, co-founder of The Peace People, who
movingly participated on Saturday and delivered the impassioned
and erudite speech of the weekend on Sunday, as published by the
International Press Agency, Pressenza.

Two special guests at the Limerick conference were the American
Veterans For Peace Tarak Kauff and Ken Mayers who were not only
recently arrested but were also banned from leaving the country. Mr
Kauff is 77 years of age, Mr Mayers 82. They were imprisoned for
thirteen days and held on remand at Limerick Prison for entering
Shannon Airport and causing a ‘security breach’ on St. Patrick’s Day
2019. They were freed on bail paid by Edward Horgan but the revocation of their visas is currently being contested in the Irish courts. They
shared experiences and ideas with those present.
The conference was a networking opportunity with peace activists
from many parts of the world, especially Ireland. Uniting for Peace
had a stall at the conference and it distributed newsletters and other
literature including selling some of the Vijay Mehta’s latest book, How
Not To Go To War.

Vijay Mehta, Chair of Uniting for Peace, a keynote plenary speaker,
addressed the conference with the speech on “Departments for
Peace and Peace Centres – Why Every Country Should Have Them”
followed by Q/A session.
The conference doubled as the annual gathering of World BEYOND
War members. Co-founded by acclaimed journalist, author, activist,
Nobel peace prize multi-nominee and radio host, David Swanson in
2014, World Beyond War ‘is a global nonviolent movement to end
war and establish a just and sustainable peace’. Under the ‘how’
section of the international organisation’s professional website,
instruction is given about taking practical actions. Their award-winning book A Global Security System: An Alternative to War offers a
wealth of innovative and viable material showing means to proceed
towards the 50 need to bring it into force.

Report by Caroline Hurley and Edited by Vijay Mehta.
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Book Review: Revolutionary Peacemaking
Daniel Jakopovich
Publisher: Democratic Thought (2019)
Price: £10
Buy from: Amazon.co.uk

and Reconciliation Commission, Palestinian Peaceful Resistance)
highlights relevant peacebuilding insights with a stress on non-violence. His own essays are challenging –“The World War Against
Children,” chillingly so: 30,000 children die daily from hunger-linked
preventable diseases, which means 11 million each year in this
unreported mass killing. Sections on “Philosophy of Peace and
Freedom” and “Praxis of Radical Peacemaking” include criticism of
Arendt’s “failure to grasp the importance of structural violence,
opposition to… humanitarian and egalitarian perspectives and goals
in political lives limited conception of public freedom.”

Manifest compassion for all humanity suffering oppression and
exploitation, deeply informed zeal for global socio-economic justice
and transformative people power, illuminating discussion of theory
and practice of peace-building and great concern for humane
treatment of animals – such are key themes of Revolutionary Peacemaking by former UfP Executive Member, Daniel Jakopovich,
(publisher Democratic Thought, Zagreb, Croatia). Peace campaigner,
human and animal rights activist and guest sociology lecturer at
various universities including his native Zagreb, the author is Peace
and Disarmament Programme manager for the Quakers.

Jakopovich’s dense socio-philosophical style will frustrate some
readers; lack of dating of essays is a drawback. Also, issues of climate
change and social justice in the digital age are not addressed. Trillion
dollar military expenditure in a world of mass hunger stands
condemned, but analysis of the impact of the Military Industrial
Complex is inadequate. Nevertheless, Jakopovich very powerfully
and thoughtfully reaffirms the priority of human dignity, freedom
and peace in a world where all are so denied and threatened by
neo-liberal exploitation.

Subtitled, “Writings for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence”, this
collection of 22 academic essays and some beautiful poems, powerfully argues the structural and cultural violence of contemporary
capitalism afflicts many aspects of Western and global society, from
exploitative trade and conformist education to mass manipulative
opinion makers and rise of far right. Robust analysis of key writers (i.e.
Hannah Arendt’s Theory of Non-Violence, Gramsci on Democratic
Transformation), Institutions and Movements (i.e. South Africa’s Truth

Brian Cooper, UfP Vice President

UfP Supports International Conscience Conference, November 2019, Edinburgh
Uniting for Peace supported the 15th International Conference of
Conscience - War Tax Resistance ['no tax for military expenditure'] and
Peace Tax campaigns - held in Edinburgh 28 November - 1 December
2019, with key participation of UfP Chair Vijay Mehta and publicity
among Scottish members. Brian Larkin, Edinburgh Peace and Justice
Centre, noting Edinburgh had at least 37 war memorials but none to
conscientious objectors, explained EPJC's 'Opposing War Memorial'
project to establish one in Princes Street Gardens, central Edinburgh.
Artist Kate Ive explained her 'tree with leaves of peace' design with a
model. [More information: [https://opposingwarmemorial.wordpress.com/]
Peter van den Dungen, Emiritus Prof. University of Bradford, on
"Paying for Peace: Peace Philanthropy through History" spoke of
many philanthropists who have supported peace initiatives, such as
Andrew Carnegie - who founded the Peace Palace at the Hague Alfred Nobel, Bill Gates. Sharing information on war tax resistance
and peace tax campaigns in various countries was an important
feature of the conference with reports from Germany, Belgium, USA,
Canada, Russia and Switzerland. The General Assembly of Conscience
and Peace Tax International, the showing of the film War School,
discussion on working with churches, and a visit to the Faslane nuclear-weapons submarine base on Scoland's west coast, were also held.

left to right: Robin Brookes and Vijay Mehta
In another special session on "Campaigns/Activism for Peace: What is
My Role?" Vijay Mehta tested the knowledge of war and peace in a
peace quiz, explored present day threats and challenges, examined
the root causes of war and obsession with weapons and talked about
activism by institutionalising peace with establishing Ministries and
Departments for Peace and Peace Centres, a new radical concept of
building a culture of peace for individuals, civil society, NGOs and
governments.

UfP Chair Vijay Mehta made two major contributions: a discussion of
key themes of his book How not to go to War on the importance of
establishing Peace Departments and Peace Centres - including stressing that "peace could become a profitable industry". In his talk, he
debunked the myths that war is inevitable, just, necessary, or beneficial. On the contrary, he outlines the evidence that non-violent
methods are the most effective and lasting tools to resolve conflicts.
He provides a blueprint for ending war, demilitarising security,
containing conflict non-violently and creating a culture of just and
sustainable peace by establishing Departments for Peace and Peace
Centres.

The event was a networking opportunity with people from different
parts of UK and abroad. Thanks for all the efforts by Anne McCullagh,
Monica Frisch, Robin Brookes and many more who made the conference a success.
Report by Monica Frisch and Edited by Vijay Mehta and
Brian Cooper
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Edinburgh Event Highlights Faith Persecution Challenge
Religious persecution wreaking great human suffering and destruction of community peace was highlighted by Uniting for Peace's joint
event in Edinburgh with Annandale Street Mosque on 13 November
2019 at the mosque, themed "Religious Freedom, Religious Persecution and World Peace".

taught nor by being forced into acceptance." The Quran urged 'a
common understanding' between Jews, Christians and Muslims - the
People of the Book. Historically, Muslims had shown 'absolute
respect' to those of other faiths - but unfortunately now much of the
Islamic community, due to ignorance, had 'lost sight' of its foundational ideals and universal message. It was vital to recall the Prophet
had laid down laws for peaceful coexistence and harmony of all
faiths, protection of non-Muslims and in Medina all inhabitants to be
'one nation'.

Rev. Brian Cooper, UfP Inter-Faith Secretary, stressed the struggle for
religious freedom historically had been the fundamental human
rights struggle, leading to later democratic struggles. Such aspirations in many countries became finally enshrined in the 1948 UN
Universal Declaration of Human Rights - Article 18: "Everyone has
the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right
includes freedom to change religion or belief, and freedom either
alone or in community with others, and in public or private, to
manifest religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship or observance." Such rights were now violated in 38 countries, with North
Korea and Saudi Arabia the worst, Muslims persecuted - in China with
hundreds of thousands of Uighur Muslims of Xinjiang in 're-education' camps, and in Myanmar with thousands of Rohingya Muslims
expelled, even massacred - and Christians now the most persecuted
group globally. Middle East Church leaders now told of "a new age of
martyrs": ISIS killed many thousands in its territories; post-2003
invasion Iraq's Christian population had shrunk from 1.5 million to
250,000; anti-Christian terrorism occurred in Egypt, Libya, Philippines
and Sri Lanka. Anti-Jewish violence in France and Germany, Islamophobia across much of Europe, and aggressive secularism, were
further serious issues. This reality of religious persecution, often
stirred up by divisive politicians, demanded action at state and UN
levels.

John Mason MSP, Convener of the Scottish Parliament Cross-Party
Group on Freedom of Religion or Belief, which includes politicians,
and faith group and NGO representatives, explained its work. "Its
purpose is to promote freedom of religion and belief for all. It has no
formal decision-making powers, but is part of the parliamentary
processes. It has an international perspective." Hearing reports on
faith freedom issues, and making representations on behalf of faith
groups under pressure, e.g. by letter writing, were important aspects
of its work.
David Kenvyn, of Scottish Episcopal Church Global Partnership
Committee, discussed the Bishop of Truro's Report on Religious
Freedom, commissioned by Jeremy Hunt MP when Foreign Secretary
to shape UK foreign policy on the issue, to defend religious freedom
globally as a basic human right. "Christians are targets of about 80%
of all acts of religious discrimination or persecution." Especially in
Middle East, Christians and other minorities should be protected by
UN. 22 August should be designated UN Day for victims of religious
violence.
Open Forum stressed religious persecution caused suffering and
national divisions, destroyed community peace and provoked
tensions between countries.

Imam Abdul Adim Elgehani of Annandale Mosque stressed Islam's
historic commitment to religious freedom based on "one's free
choice to follow God's path. One cannot follow a religion based on
what parents have

Rev. Brian Cooper - UfP Inter-Faith Secretary

Book Review: Making the Arab World
Towards Deeper Understanding of The Middle East
Author: Fawaz A Gergis
Book Review: Making the Arab World
Towards Deeper Understanding of The Middle East

This perceptive and always balanced dual biography of Nasser and
Muslim Brotherhood thinker Sayyid Qutb, 'whose deeply anti-Western political cultural writings made him, “father of many branches of
radical political Islam” has been rightly acclaimed.

Publisher: Princeton University Press
Price: £24.95
Buy from: Amazon.co.uk

Brian Cooper, UfP Vice President

Post-1918, British-French division of Middle East created today’s
states and respective imperial spheres. Post-1945 retreat from empire
saw their dissolution, clearly confirmed by British humiliation in
Palestine and Suez. Interventionism lost favour; USA built up a
dominant military presence; alliance with Saudi Arabia and Gulf
states was alongside wary relations with nationalist regimes. 9/11
and Islamist resurgence changed everything: Afghanistan, Iraq and
Libya disasters followed. Yet nothing has been learned from decades
of policy failure – hence current US anti-Iran posturing, lack of
support for oppressed Palestinians, and arms sales for Saudi’s
murderous Yemen war.
The peace movement must be vigilant against any revival of UK
interventionism – and cultivate deep understanding of the conflict
-torn region whose people have suffered unimaginably. Fawaz A
Gergis “Making the Arab World” (Princeton University Press £24.95) is
an essential reading for this purpose. Subtitled, “Nasser, Qutb and the
clash that shaped the Middle East.” This magisterial work by London
School of Economics International Relations Professor shows the
decades long conflict between Pan-Arab nationalism pioneered by
Gamal Nasser of Egypt and espoused by Saddam Hussein, Gaddafi
and Assad – all secular leaders of Muslim majority states and radical
Islamist movements such as Muslim Brotherhood and ISIS are the key
to understanding the modern Middle East.

Distinguished Speakers and
Youth Activism Workshop
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Establishing Peace Centres – A Holistic Vision
An Idea Whose Time Has Come
Programme

It is not often that a book and its author’s ideas take a life of its own.
There are examples in history when that has happened like Karl Marx
Communist Manifesto and George Orwell’s 1984 which have
influenced and shaped the society. Fortunately for me, after publishing my latest book, How Not To Go To War: Establishing Departments
for Peace and Peace Centres Worldwide, some individuals and organisations have taken the mantle to take forward the concept of Peace
Centres to the next level of creating one.

-Peace
Centres
will have a holistic
approach
to
peace and social
betterment
programmes
- It will be a place
of peace education and learning
centre promoting
Culture of Peace
and prevention of
war and military
spending.

Why we need Peace Centres
London hosts 8 war
museums but not
one Peace Museum
or Peace Centre.
Over the last decade
in United Kingdom,
over 3,000 libraries,
community centres
and youth clubs
have been closed.
Hence the reason for
disenchantment in
society, which is one
of the major reasons

- It will be a learning and resource programme suitable for schools,
universities, teachers, leaders, policy makers, individuals, charities,
community groups and businesses.
- It will be a multi cultural centre that promotes harmonious relation
between diverse communities and also will work as a centre addressing divisions and misunderstanding in the society.

including unemployment which has led youth to knife crime, burglary, shooting and general purposelessness increasing violence and
tensions in the society.” To fill the gap, as a civil society we need to
establish Peace Centres in all major cities. Through advocacy, leadership, dialogue, peace education, these centres will work towards
averting violence, hate and divisions in our society and build a world
of joy, peace, harmony and happiness.

- A multi-faith centre with studios for prayer, study room and quiet
room.

Vision

- The Peace Centre will have an interactive display of the history of
peace and war. It will host a reading room, a reference library, and a
reminder of the past deadly conflicts (World War I, World War II ) and
the display of the work of the peace luminaries like Gandhi, Nelson
Mandela, Martin Luther King, Dalai Lama etc.

- It will work as an incubator for finding future peace projects and
social enterprises which will include programme and ideas for peace
leadership, shared values, ethical business plans, reduction of
violence and fostering harmony in society

The vision of the Peace Centre is cultural change via promotion of
peace, non-violence and eventual abolition of violence, arms trade,
militarism and wars by adopting non-violent techniques to transform
warmongering society to a peaceful one, increasing understanding,
tolerance, solidarity and peace.

- Peace Centre will promote and disseminate Vijay Mehta’s latest
book, How Not To Go To War, which advocates opening of Peace
Centres to deliver and implement the message of peace.

Peace Centres will
strengthen
the
social
fabric
of
society and reduce
the scope of criminal
and civil violence by
providing
safe
environment
for
youth and civil
society to congregate and socialise,

Conclusion
In 2015, Pope Francis remarked before joint session of the United
States Congress, “Why are deadly weapons being sold to those who
plan to inflict untold suffering on individuals and society.” Sadly, we
know the answer. Sales of weapons and profit that is drenched in
blood, often innocent blood is the reason. In the face of culpable
silence, it is our duty to confront the problem and culture of militarism.

thus avoiding horrendous rates of street violence and murders that
has plagued cities like London, Chicago, New York, Glasgow and
many others. Its overall goal will be inculcating Culture of Peace
towards a non-violent, egalitarian, humane and peaceful world.

The establishment of Peace Centres – holistic approach to peace will
work for creating and promoting a global culture of peace, disarmament and sustainable development.

Strategy

Vijay Mehta, Chair of Uniting for Peace and Author of How Not To Go
To War and he can be reached at vijay@vmpeace.org

Peace Centre will be a vibrant meeting place and incubator for pro
peace activism and education. A longer term plan will be to open
peace centre franchises worldwide, first one perhaps in London
second in Los Angeles. The aim of the Peace Centres is to inspire and
implement Culture of Peace and non-violent alternatives to end
conflicts at local, national and international level.
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Global Priorities – War or Peace?

Preventing War and Military Spending and Promoting a Culture of Peace
Below is a transcript of the lecture given by Vijay Mehta at the Rotary World Peace Conference, Ontario, California on 17th January 2020
Introduction
f ) Rise of populism, racism, nationalism, xenophobia leading to
decline of freedom, rule of law and international values
Welcome to the Global Priorities – War or Peace session in which I will
g) Violations of human rights, freedom and democracy leading to loss
explore present day threats and challenges, examine the root causes
of civil liberties and right to protest
of war and obsession with weapons and talk about a solution of
h) Climate change, migration, refugee crisis
establishing Departments for Peace and Peace Centres, radical
i) Unwarranted power of the right wing media, reporting unashaminstitutions for building a peaceful world in the 21st Century. As we
edly, reporting lies, falsehoods and war agenda
enter a new decade it is essential to have new plans for just and
j) Direct violence (physical violence), structural violence (apartheid,
sustainable peace.
slavery, imperialism, capitalism) and cultural violence (music, television, Hollywood films)
My talk debunks the myths that war is inevitable, just necessary or
beneficial. On the contrary, I have outlined the evidence that non-vioInstitutionalising Peace – Establishing Ministries / Departments
lent methods are most effective and lasting tools to resolve conflicts.
for Peace Radical 21st Century Institutions
I’ve provided a blueprint for ending war, demilitarising security,
Dear friends, we need to change this culture of militarism, populism
containing conflict non-violently and creating a culture of peace by
and extremism or we will face the scenario of what John F Kennedy
Department for Peace and Peace Centres.
said in his speech to the UN in 1961, ‘Mankind must put an end to war
Global Threats and the Crazy Obsession with Weapons
or war will put an end to mankind.’ This dire situation demands strong
collective action, with new institutions to strengthen the internationThe World is beset with an unprecedented range of problems.
al rule-based order, as you never change things by doing the same
Climate change, armed conflicts, terrorism, militarism, human rights
things again and again. People are taking to the streets and demandviolations, poverty, inequality injustice and continued existence of
ing new institutions to harness change. To change something, build a
thousands of nuclear weapons with the capacity to destroy the
new model that makes the old model obsolete. My new book, How
whole civilisation literally in a flash. A major current danger with rise
Not To Go To War has a way out. It examines how governments can
of populists, far right movements and authoritarian leaders around
bring these new institutions about.
the world, has resulted in politics of hate and discord. It has lead to
erosion of international values and rule of law which has been the
cornerstone of international relations since the Cold War. But there
are no military solutions to any of these huge problems menacing
humanity – only death and destruction.

It is a shameful fact that although almost every country has a Ministry
/ Department of War / Defence, very few have a Ministry / Department for Peace. There is an urgent need for ground-breaking institutions like Departments for Peace which will create the infrastructure
for peace at governmental level. These departments will promote a
culture of non-violence both at home and abroad, by seeking
common ground through dialogue, diplomacy, negotiations and
alternatives to war. Departments for Peace will institutionalise peace
in the same way that war has been institutionalised by Departments
for Defence.

The obsession with weapons is crazy. US, Russia, China and many
other countries are all striving to obtain absolute military supremacy
with developing and producing more dangerous and lethal weapons. But this is an illusionary aim, and unfulfilled hope. Hegemony by
one single country is not possible in today’s world. The result is destabilisation, a new arms race and unpredictability of global politics. The
security of every country including the United States will suffer as a
result. The key to resolving security issues lies not in weapons or a
new arms race, but in politics, dialogue, diplomacy and engagement.
We don’t need apocalypse, we need peace.

Departments for Peace will promote a foreign policy of live and let
live principle. US, UK, France, Germany and other European countries
should not apply threats, sanctions and bombings and instead it
should have less confrontational approach to Russia, China, Iran and
North Korea.

Root Causes of War
Former CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) Official and Author have
this to say about the motives of war, “It is the function of CIA to keep
the world unstable, and to propagandise and teach the American
people to hate, so we will let the establishment spend any amount of
money on arms.”

Departments for Peace all over the world will work for the promotion
of culture of peace and eventual abolition of war. Secretary of State or
a Minister for Peace will be a voice at the Cabinet table to speak up for
non-violent conflict resolution and alternative to war. It will advise on
policies which can be developed to reduce the potential of conflict. It
will provide and coordinate government resources to foster understanding in the world of how war can be avoided and peace
achieved.

According to Pew Research Centre’s annual study 2017, Islamic State,
the biggest perceived threat by a country worldwide are ISIS, climate
change, US and China’s power and influence, global economy, cyber
attacks and large number of refugees from Syria, Iraq and other
countries. Looking at this report it looks that the biggest thing they
have omitted is the wars in the Middle East and North Africa region.
However, in deeper reflection, it becomes clear that all these threats
one way or the other are interlinked or effects of wars around the
world.

It will work to undo the systems that result in violence including the
arms trade, racism, environmental destruction and shift the focus
from war making to a culture of peace advancing practical
techniques to avoid outbreaks of violence before they arise. Peace
departments will also support and promote research into the causes
and impacts of conflicts, monitoring potential areas of conflict and
implement policies for conflict resolution. It will produce materials to
be used by Congressmen / women and public debates promoting
negotiations and alternatives to conflicts.

There are many motives and causes of war which are holding back
the advancement of peace. They are all interlinked and not addressing one of them can threaten peace. Some of them are below:
a) Human tendency of making profit from wars
b) Ineffectiveness of United Nations in bringing peace in the world
c) Big power rivalries to gain access to resources backed by militarism, exploitation and repression
d) Engineered war on terror generating mayhem, insecurity and
culture of fear giving opportunity for military to get more funds
e) Inequality, exploitation of the poor, social injustice leading to
unrest

7

Ministries and Infrastructures for Peace will include local peace
committees, peace councils, peace institutes, early warning systems,
truth and reconciliation commissions, education and training
programmes for peace building, schools and universities implementing peace education. So really, thinking about the comprehensive
architecture from local communities to state, provincial, national,
regional and global levels doing peace work and advocacy with
projects, programmes and actual institutions and architecture like
Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 7
Departments for Peace and Peace Centres to implement peace.
Successful Examples of Departments for Peace – Costa Rica and
Ethiopia
Among the countries that have already established a Department for
Peace, Costa Rica and Ethiopia are shining examples of shifting the
focus away from war-making. In 1948 Costa Rica abolished its
military, allowing it to spend more on health, education and international peace. That is one of the main reasons Costa Rica, a Central
American country of 5 million people, tops the Happy Planet Index,
which measures personal well-being.

Promoting a Culture of Peace
Dear Friends, Philosophy of peace can be summed up as, the practicality of individuals and nations resolving conflicts without resort to
violence and wars. In other words, the capacity of human society
transcending collective violence to become peaceful.
In this present time of unique danger and difficulty, we the people of
this planet earth waste time, resources and energy as well as our lives
fighting among ourselves or preparing to do so. How to overcome
violence that human beings commit or threaten to commit against
each other and frequently having a recourse to war.

The ultimate purpose of Department for Peace and Peace Centre is
cultural change. It would focus tax payer resources on to the promotion of Culture of Peace, and eventual abolition of war. United Nations
defined Culture of Peace as ‘set of values, attitudes, modes of behaviours and ways of life that reject violence and prevent conflicts by
tackling their root causes to solve problems through dialogue and
In 2018, Ethiopia established a Ministry for Peace and in a
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In contrast most of the countries with huge military budgets and
possessing nuclear weapons have a level of peace which remains far
below the global average. According to the Global Peace Index 2018,
the ranking of UK is 45, France 60, China 110, USA 128, Russia 154.
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