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On 3rd March 2021, wearing a black T-shirt emblazoned with the 
message “everything will be okay”, 19 -year- old dancer Ma Kyal Sin 
participated in a peaceful pro-democracy rally in Mandalay. The 
teenager was shot dead by a military sniper.

She is the powerful symbol of the youth �ghting and dying to 
restore democracy in Myanmar.

I call on Malala Yousafzai and Greta Thunberg to rise up and mobi-
lize the youth of the world for Ma Kyal Sin, for the people of 
Myanmar.

The Myanmar military believe they are the only guarantors of the 
country’s territorial integrity. In truth it is a vast, armed to the teeth 
conglomerate, notorious for pillaging, rape and massacres of 
civilians, a thuggish and incredibly incompetent military leader-
ship too involved in openly illegal businesses to have time to 
actually develop a professional force of disciplined soldiers, let 
alone being capable of jumpstarting the economy and improving 
the lives of the impoverished people.

During the decades of military fake socialism, the military thugs 
managed to turn a once world's biggest rice producer into South-
east Asia’s poorest country while Thailand, Malaysia, Cambodia, 
Laos, Vietnam and the Philippines registered dramatic improve-
ments.

Threats to Myanmar’s territorial integrity do not come from outside 
its border, even as its strategic location and vast resources are a 
magnet for regional powers. Apart from World War II, major wars 
involving Burmese forces and those of the Kingdom of Siam and 
China are centuries old now, dating back in the 1770s.

The only wars the Myanmar military have ever fought since 
independence from the British in 1948 were against their own 
people, including the numerous armed insurgents of the excluded 
nationalities. These, at one point numbering as many as 100,000, 
were never a uni�ed group. Some sought political and economic 
devolution, while others were and are unscrupulously engaged in 
illicit money-making activities, also looting their own country. But 
they all have as common enemy, the military that has ruled them 
since independence, abysmally failing to unify the ethnic mosaic 
that is Myanmar.

Generations of thugs leading the Tatmadaw (the o�cial name of 
the army) are the only ones to blame for the miserable state of the 
country. The sole rulers for 60 years, they never embraced or 

empowered their incredibly diverse people. They have instead set 
themselves up as the ruling class pillaging their nation’s vast 
wealth, their hands in every pie, unrestrained in their greed, their 
vast fortunes stashed in safe houses or sheltered in regional banks.
Their loot was/is always well safeguarded by those who profess 
non-interference in each other’s “internal a�airs,” as if theft, murder, 
mass killings, rape, and burning of entire villages are a state’s sover-
eign privilege.

Some time in July 1994 I traveled up the Moel river in a wooden 
canoe, and disembarked at a major Karen camp in Mannerplaw, 
Burma. The Karen ethnic nationality, mostly Christian, and battling 
the army for decades, had �rm control on what constituted the 
Karen State bordering Thailand.

In 1990 with friends in Sydney we had founded the Diplomacy 
Training Program and incorporated it in the Law School of the 
University of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia, where it 
remains almost 30 years on, providing innovative and practical 
intensive courses on international human rights, the UN system, 
advocacy and lobbying, media, etc. That July, 1994, I and some 
colleagues embarked on this perilous journey to deliver a two 
week human rights and diplomacy workshop for Burmese pro-de-
mocracy activists sheltered in Karen territory free from the army.

Being in the mosquito infested jungles of Burma, I asked myself 
whether I was being honest, imparting lessons on human rights 
treaties and workings of the UN system and international diploma-
cy to people stuck in the thick jungles? What’s the point? How 
useful would these international human rights treaties ever be for 
them?

 

Myanmar, what now?
We must rise up for Ma Kyal Sin

9 MARCH 2021, 
JOSÉ RAMOS-HORTA

Thousands turned out for the funeral of 19-year-old Ma Kyal Sin,
 who was gunned down at a protest on the streets of Mandalay
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weakening faith in democracy, and con�ict-prone Middle East, as 
further very serious challenges to a peaceful world order. 

He deems essential general acceptance of the 'no �rst use of nucle-
ar weapons' principle, and creating new frameworks for their 
reduction. European security, now at risk from East-West tensions, 
would be best achieved by re-asserting the 'common European 
home' principles agreed at end of the Cold War [1990 Treaty of 
Paris], and building a new EU-Russia strategic partnership. 
Post-2000, "Russia's attempt at constructive interaction was not 
acknowledged by the West" ; the latter's NATO expansion to 
Russia's borders threatening its legitimate security interests, was at 
root of subsequent East-West suspicions and tensions.  

Negative consequences of unconstrained globalisation driven 
primarily by neo-liberal economic agendas were now manifest, 
with bene�ts unequally distributed  and inequalities deepened: "in 
many developing countries, many people consider globalisation a 
new form of colonialism." A new economic model had to mean: "a 
sustainable environment...a healthy population in the broadest 
sense, education, culture, social cohesion and bridging the gap 
between prosperity and poverty."

The succinct six-page section on 'the Environmental Challenge' - 
among the best I have read - stresses human activity is now 
"undermining the Earth's ability to generate drinking water, clean 
air and productive soil", and that "air pollution and contaminated 
water kill more people every year than all wars and acts of violence 
put together." Radical change in energy, industry, transport and 
other sectors, and in personal behaviour, was demanded to reverse 
global warming - but it could be done, and widespread shift to 
renewable energy was a hopeful sign.

Middle East remains deeply unstable due to foreign interventions, 
religious divisions and the unsolved Arab-Israeli con�ict. States 
acting "with no regard for world opinion" risked more instability, 
terrorism and mass migration. Economic inequalities, competition 
for resources, and "informational and cultural expansion by the 
West" perceived as threats to cultural identity, all bred fundamen-
talisms. How "to make it possible for di�.erent cultures and 
religions to peacefully coexist and encrich one another" was the 
region's key challenge.

On Russia, Gorbachev generally backs Putin for saving Russia at a 
critical time, and is hopeful for its future. Russia had made many 
advances under Putin, but fundamental issues were unresolved: 
building more e�ective political parties, re-balancing state power 
and citizens' rights, and the over-dependence of political process-
es on the president. Developing civil society was essential for 
Russia's progress towards true democracy. This timely book, 
strongly urging re-a�rmation of morality in global relations, is of 
value out of all proportion to its 120 pages. 

Mikhail Gorbachev - What is At Stake Now: My Appeal for Peace 
and Freedom. Polity Books. £9.99 ISBN: 9781509-543212.

Rev. Brian Cooper, Vice President, Uniting for Peace

Boris Johnson's decision to increase British nuclear stockpiles by 
over 40% from 180 to 260 warheads - contrary to UK obligations 
under the Non-Proliferation Treaty [NPT] - reveals the sinister 
dimension of his 'Global Britain' agenda, and boosts an out-of-con-
trol arms race. Along with US-UK declaration of a new Cold War by 
categorising China and Russia as 'enemies', such dangerous 
policies can only increase global instability and con�icts. UK 
continuing participation in the Yemen War and slashing its human-
itarian aid there, are a moral outrage. Return to humanitarian 
values, proper diplomacy, creative dialogue and con�dence-build-
ing measures is urgent.

Institute for Economics and Peace [IEP] estimates the economic 
cost of con�ict around the world including Middle East and North 
Africa and 75 million refugees stands at $14.4 trillion, equal to 
10.5% of Global Domestic Product [GDP].The global Covid-19 
pandemic, which has so far cost over 2 million deaths worldwide, 

has added immeasurably to humanity's current su�ering, also 
heightening inequality and tensions. It is time for world leaders to 
cooperate on a fresh-start constructive peace agenda of re-build-
ing lives, communities, health systems, economies and so much 
else - and public opinion must hold them to account for this.

Such key issues are the agenda for our "Peace-Building in a 
Post-COVID-19 World" conference [26 June, Wesley's Chapel, 49 
City Road, London ECIY IAU] - made possible by lifting of all 
government restrictions on social contacts and larger events. We 
cordially invite and welcome all our members and supporters to 
join us for our 're-launch' event. Let us together put our energies 
into initiatives to advance peace and justice.

Vijay Mehta, Chair, Uniting for Peace 
Brian Cooper, Vice President, Uniting for Peace

Editorial :Global Unity and Cooperation is the Way 
Forward from the Coronavirus Crisis. 

Mikhail Gorbachev on Current Global Challenges
Architect of end of the 
Cold War, last Soviet 
leader and Nobel Peace 
Laureate, Mikhail 
Gorbachev in old age 
sustains wise re�ection 
on global issues and 
Russia today, as shown by 
his new survey of global 
challenges, What is At 
Stake Now. He sees 
US-Russia nuclear arms 
competition, 'militarisa-
tion of world politics' and 
climate change, as great-
est threats to humanity, 
with mis-use of globalisa-
tion, rise of populism and 
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I had been out of my country, East Timor, for quite a while at the 
time, living in the US, Australia and Europe, so I was no longer 
accustomed to tropical diseases; but what malaria can do to one 
was still very fresh in my memory. I had the indispensable mosqui-
to net and at night as I retired to my room I would burn several 
Chinese mosquito coils �lling the room with intoxicating smoke. I 
did leave the jungles of Myanmar successfully avoiding a bout of 
lethal cerebral malaria.

Fast forward to 2002. Against all odds East Timor, now Timor-Leste 
was free, the �rst new democracy of the millennium. Soon after as 
my country’s Foreign A�airs Minister I visited Myanmar to sign the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between our two countries. I 
met with the Prime Minister and at least a dozen ministers in full 
military attire.

Not far from my hotel was Aung San Suu Kyi, con�ned to the old 
home of her parents. Her father, Aung San, called the Father of the 
Nation, who had founded the Myanmar Armed Forces, was 
murdered in 1947 along with most of his trusted cabinet members 
just a few months before independence. His only child, Aung San 
Suu Kyi, was raised by her mother, Maha Thiri Thudhamma Khin 
Kyi, a diplomat.

Some years before that trip, in Bergen, Norway, I met Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s British husband Michael Vaillancourt Aris, lecturer on Bhuta-
nese, Tibetan and Himalayan history and culture. Sadly, not long 
after, in 1999 I travelled to Oxford, this time to attend Aris’ crema-
tion. Suu Kyi chose not to travel to UK to be with her dying 
husband during his prolonged illness and for the funeral as the 
military refused to assure that she would be allowed to return 
home. The macho military men were truly fearful of this elegant 
petite Burmese woman; they knew she was a potent magnetic, 
eloquent spokesperson for the vast masses of the people.

In spite of the demonization of this woman by the pious Western 
conservative and liberal elites over her excuses of the military’s 
savage crackdown on the Rohingya, Suu Kyi’s popularity remained 
sky high among her people.

I was literally alone in alerting the international community, includ-
ing the UN Secretary-General, to understand Suu Kyi’s precarious 
hold on o�ce, without any say and authority on defence and 
security matters, her every move watched by the army leaders.
But she did challenge the military. Though aware of the army’s top 
brass strong rejection of international scrutiny of their actions, Suu 
Kyi did invite the late UN Secretary-General Ko� Annan to assist in 
resolving the Rakhine State decades old social, economic and 
political crisis. With her urging the Advisory Commission on 
Rakhine State was established in 2016, chaired by Ko� Annan and 
comprising six senior personalities, three internationals and three 
nationals.

After one year of consultations held across Rakhine State and in 
other parts of the country and the region, the Advisory Commis-
sion submitted its �nal report to national authorities on 23 August 
2017.

I visited Myanmar that month and met with Suu Kyi as Ko� Annan 
was expected to deliver his report to her. She did receive it and 
pledged to implement in full its recommendations.
Even then, in spite of her audacity in inviting a high visibility 
international mission to poke into the “internal a�airs” of Myanmar, 
her outside critics in Europe, US, Canada and Australia did not 
relent. It was during this period that I repeatedly said that it was 
unwise to demonize Aung San Suu Kyi. I speci�cally said, the 
military are the culprits – your ire and actions should be focused on 
them.

The military leaders, of course, were only too pleased to see their 
number one enemy brought down to earth, and were calculating 
that her national status would be dented as a result. But the 

November 2020 elections delivered an even bigger landslide 
victory for Suu Kyi and her National League for Democracy. The 
head of Tatmadaw, General Min Aung Hlaing, and his acolytes were 
shell shocked. They were frightened that an emboldened Suu Kyi 
would use her near complete control of the parliament and popu-
lar support to start serious reforms across the board, phasing out 
the army involvement in businesses, reforming and professionaliz-
ing the armed forces.

The military leaders had bet on Donald Trump winning a second 
term. The election of Joe Biden meant that the military had to 
move now and move quickly - while the new US Administration 
was too preoccupied with the transition, Covid-19 and vaccines, 
and more important urgent matters.

But this time, the military are facing a nation that has enjoyed �ve 
years of freedom and improvements in their lives, and a citizenry 
that has not forgotten Myanmar’s pariah status of the recent past. 
They are determined to �ght on. And �ght they will. So far the 
international community has failed the people of Myanmar. 
ASEAN’s much touted “centrality” sounds hollow and its muted 
response to the coup risks making it irrelevant.

The US is correct to take �rm, prompt action, condemning the 
coup, demanding immediate release of Aung Suu Kyi and all 
elected leaders, and a return to democracy. Its imposed sanctions 
are well targeted.

But more is required. The UN must not recognize the usurpers of 
power. Countries around the world hosting Myanmar Embassies 
must continue to recognize the envoys accredited by the 
legitimate government. A special fund must be set up managed by 
the UN to make payments to Myanmar Embassies loyal to the 
legitimate government. Ambassadors and all personnel who 
change allegiance to the military must have their visas terminated 
and expelled.

Obviously China and Russia would veto any attempt at having a UN 
Security Council mandated sanctions against Myanmar military. So 
the US and the EU should coordinate action with other G7 and G20 
countries as well as multilateral and regional �nancial institutions 
to impose worldwide sanctions targeting speci�cally military 
individuals, their interests and their families. Arrest warrants by 
INTERPOL should be considered against senior Myanmar military 
and their civilian cronies. Financial institutions must freeze all 
transactions with Myanmar banks and companies.

The US, EU, Canada, Japan, Korea, Australia should increase 
support for Myanmar students to study abroad and welcome 
asylum seekers and refugees. Special funds should be allocated for 
civil society and pro-democracy organizations in Myanmar and 
abroad.

Ma Kyal Sin, a 19-year-old protester who was shot in the neck and 
killed while wearing a t-shirt that said “everything will be okay,” is 
the face of the Myanmar citizens determined to hold onto democ-
racy and freedom. We must not fail them.

José Ramos-Horta
Ramos-Horta is an East Timorese 
politician who was the President 
of East Timor from 20 May 2007 
to 20 May 2012. Previously he 
was Minister of Foreign A�airs 
from 2002 to 2006 and Prime 
Minister from 2006 to 2007. He is 
a co-recipient of the 1996 Nobel 
Peace Prize.

His Excellency José Ramos-Horta 
reading Vijay Mehta’s book, 

Peace Beyond Borders
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Naomi Klein: ‘We Shouldn’t Be Surprised That Kids Are Radicalised’
Patrick Barkham | The Guardian - TRANSCEND Media Service

9 Mar 2021 – When Naomi Klein toured North America with her 
2019 book about the Green New Deal, she and her assistant 
liaised with local campaigners from the Sunrise Movement. This 
youthful climate action group was organised to set up a table at 
each event, with petitions and actions, so audiences could 
become activists, right there. When they reached Palo Alto, they 
discovered that the Sunrise Movement contact they’d been “boss-
ing about” was a 13-year-old, who was organising the whole thing 
between her classes.

This shock inspired Klein, who began her activism in her 20s with 
the anti-corporate bible No Logo, to write her �rst book speci�cal-
ly for young people. How to Change Everything joins a burgeon-
ing library of new books seeking to mobilise a new generation: 
alongside the iconoclastic Jay Gri�ths’ Why Rebel, and youthful 
activist Hendrikus van Hensbergen’s How You Can Save the 
Planet, an excellent down-to-earth handbook for teens and 
pre-teens.

Klein describes her books as “ammo for activists” and she tells her 
increasingly precocious readers that there are three �res in the 
world today: climate change, rising anger, fear and anti-immigrant 
sentiment, and young people. This third �re might save us all. “The 
more sparks the �re has, the brighter it will burn,” she writes. “I 
invite you to add your spark.”

For all that, How to Change Everything is not incendiary in tone 
but a calm, detailed exposition of the climate crisis and what we 
can do about it. Adults will �nd it a useful primer when our under-
standing of the importance of climate justice or the shortcomings 
of carbon capture and storage fails us.

Given her accumulated wisdom over 25 years of activism, it is 
tempting to view Klein, 50, as a mother �gure for the latest wave. 
But that might wrongly imply that she is didactic or unwilling to 
learn from the young. Speaking from her home in British Colum-
bia, Canada, Klein believes that social media makes it “in�nitely 
harder” for young activists today than when she experienced the 
“incredibly overwhelming” success of No Logo in 1999.

“When I look at Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Ilhan Omar and this 
new generation of political leaders, I don’t know how they cope 
with that amount of input, both positive and negative, and still 
keep their centre. And they do.” Partly, she thinks, it is because 
youth leaders “have each other’s backs”. She gives the example of 
Disha Ravi, the 22-year-old Fridays for Future activist in India, 
who was arrested and charged with sedition and criminal 
conspiracy. “One of the most amazing things is the way the 
Fridays for Future movement globally rallied around her,” says 
Klein. “They’ve woven this incredible truly international web of 
children and young adults. Frankly, its internationalism puts the 
adult climate movement to shame.”

Klein’s vision of activism was changed by the words of another 
young activist, Tokata Iron Eyes, who was only 13 when they �rst 
met at Standing Rock in Dakota. “I feel like I have my future back,” 
Tokata said when her Sioux community won its �rst battle against 
an oil pipeline threatening their water supply.

“This is what people are �ghting for – their right to a future,” says 
Klein. “And it’s such a deep right. That’s realigned a lot of the 
writing that I do. It’s about the right to a future.”

Klein and everyone else with a 1960s, 70s or 80s childhood, was 
raised with a terror of nuclear war. Many people – including Klein’s 

family – protested against future-ending nuclear weapons. Are 
today’s youthful fears any di�erent? US college students who were 
drafted for the Vietnam war felt their immediate future was in
jeopardy too, says Klein, but she thinks that today’s young feel 
profoundly “unprotected” – not because of accidents or mistakes, 
but by the normal functioning of the political and economic 
system: “I grew up with nuclear fear where something could go 
wrong, somebody could push a button, and we would be in peril. 
Whereas with the climate crisis, it’s the system literally just contin-
uing to do business as usual that brings us to collapse. The system 
itself is a failure. The system itself needs to change. And that is 
what is radicalising.”

Activism may be uniquely young today but older people have 
seen multiple generations of youthful uprisings fail to dent global 
capitalism. How can the youth change it all? “I’m not arguing that
they should do it on their own,” says Klein. “We need a mass, intergen-
erational movement. Young activists really bridle against this idea that 
their job is to give hope to older people. The fact that they are sacri�c-
ing so much of their childhood doing what they shouldn’t have to do 
is all the more reason for older generations to do more and take 
leadership from them.”

The global leader Greta Thunberg inevitably features in How to 
Change Everything. “I look to her as the North Star in so many 
ways, because she is just so unimpressed with talk,” says Klein. 
“Now that Trump is out of o�ce, there’s lots of politicians saying 
the right thing. I just think of Greta and ‘enough with the blah blah 
blah’, as she said in Davos. OK, show me the carbon. Or the lack of 
it.”

There’s a lot of blah blah blah about how the coronavirus pandem-
ic will change everything, too. I pessimistically fear it has swamped 
the youth climate movement, just as 9/11 drowned out anti-cor-
porate globalisation protests, but Klein is con�dent the movement 
will return, “with a lot of force and probably with some surprising 
new tactics that we haven’t thought of”.

What the pandemic has changed, says Klein, is our understanding 
of how to respond to an emergency. When youth movements 
called for climate change to be treated as an emergency, govern-
ments responded with �ne words but little urgency. “The big 
di�erence post-Covid is we now know what it means to treat an 
emergency like an emergency. We’ve all seen our governments do 
it. They can change things dramatically overnight. And that’s not 
something those of us born after the second world war had 
experienced. Our expectations and our ability to di�erentiate 
between just talk and actual change is heightened. And the 
pressure is going to be even greater on political leaders.”

How to Change Everything by Naomi Klein is published by 
Penguin Random House

 
 

With How to Change Everything, the activist has written her �rst book for young people. 
She explains how she has been inspired by a new, very young generation of protesters.



The entry into force on 22 January 2021 of the Treaty on the Prohi-
bition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) was a signi�cant achievement, 
well deserving of the award of the Nobel Peace Prize, and a great 
boost for the campaign for a nuclear-weapon-free world. As of 
March 2021, 86 non-nuclear countries had signed it, representing 
27% of the world’s population and 30% of the world’s landmass. Of 
these, 54 had rati�ed the treaty.  The key clauses are:

 Article 1, Prohibitions, 
 Each State Party undertakes never under any circum  
 stances to: 
 (a) Develop, test, produce, manufacture, otherwise   
 acquire, possess or stockpile nuclear weapons or other   
 nuclear explosive devices; 
 (b) Use or threaten to use nuclear weapons or other   
 nuclear explosive devices;

There is, of course, much more than this, a very long Preamble and 
20 Articles, with sub-clauses, but these two are the crucial ones. So 
does this make all nuclear weapons illegal? Sadly, not quite. A 
treaty may have moral in�uence, but it is only mandatory on its 
member states. And all the nuclear weapon states (NWS) have 
stated that they will never sign it, claiming that it undermines the 
step by step approach of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). This is 
despite the preamble to the TPNW speci�cally supporting the NPT. 
It rea�rms ‘…the full and e�ective implementation of the Treaty on 
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, which serves as the corner-
stone of the nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation regime, has a 
vital role to play in promoting international peace and security.’

It can be argued – and I tend to concur - that nuclear weapons have 
always been illegal under international law, international humani-
tarian law, Geneva Conventions, Law of Armed Con�icts, and 
indeed ordinary criminal law: a threat to murder is a criminal act. A 
threat to murder millions, which is what “deterrence” means, is 
surely not only immoral and illegal, but indeed criminal. But there 
is not yet enough public understanding of this to in�uence the 
NWS. 

In 1996 the International Court of Justice (ICJ) handed down an 
advisory opinion in which it found that the threat or use of nuclear 

weapons would generally (my emphasis) be contrary to interna-
tional law. It also reiterated that, under the NPT, “there exists an 
obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to a conclusion 
negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects 
under strict and e�ective international control." Unfortunately, it 
left a tiny loophole which the NWS have exploited cynically ever 
since. Even this loophole was rejected by a minority report, includ-
ing the President of the Court, but this has simply been ignored by 
the NWS. Such negotiations have never taken place. 
 
So what is new in the TPNW? All the states that voted for the treaty 
in 2017, that later signed and rati�ed it so that it could come into 
force, were already non-nuclear and committed to remain so under 
the NPT. What it does do is spell out in much greater detail their 
obligations under that commitment. There is provision for a NWS 
to join, with the steps it has to take to qualify for membership 
detailed. But rather than even considering how to implement 
those steps, the NWS are all “modernising” and upgrading their 
arsenals. The latest announcement by the UK government that it is 
increasing its stockpile of nuclear warheads to 260 is a �agrant 
breach of its obligations under the NPT, let alone a step towards 
adoption of the TPNW. And the Trident replacement programme, 
with its many billions' cost, is still going ahead, with its service life 
planned to last until the 2060s. That the Labour Party, under Keir 
Starmer's leadership, should be supporting this is shameful.

Despite its limitations, the TPNW does give a new tool in the 
campaign for a world free from the fear of a nuclear holocaust. The 
pressure on the NWS must be kept up and increased. There are 
other campaigns and initiatives, using di�erent approaches, but 
the same ultimate aim, which add to the pressure for change. They 
should also be supported. However, whatever the rest of the world 
does, only actions by the NWS can achieve the nuclear-weap-
on-free world that almost everyone professes to desire. Only when 
they have the political will to turn words into deeds will the world 
be safe for the future. The �rst leader who achieves that will go 
down in history as the greatest statesman/stateswoman ever. 

Frank Jackson, Vice President, Uniting for Peace

NUCLEAR WEAPONS NOW ILLEGAL? NOT QUITE!
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Guns, Bombs & War: A Love Story
This humanist documentary explores the way in which human 
relations are held around the world. How and why are we at “War” 
with ourselves and others? Where does this addiction to violence 
come from and can we go  from a humanity thirsty for blood and 
tears to a world at peace and vibrating with love with one voice. 

The �lm is written, directed and produced by Emmanuel Itier, and 
written, edited and co-produced by Tina Love. Among the promi-
nent interviewee of the documentary are: Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Mairead Maguire, Dr Ira Helfand as well as host of activists 
such as Vijay Mehta, Marianne Williamson, Dr Sue Morter, Joe 
White, David Swanson, David Krieger among others. Please see the 
trailer by visiting: https://vimeo.com/488254405

If you wish to host a screening of the �lm, please get in touch with 
the �lm producer Emmanuel Itier
(emmanuel@lavictoirefrancaise.net)



conference on Departments and Infrastructures for Peace rebuilding a 
Culture of Peace and nonviolence globally. He will be speaking with 
special reference to his latest book How Not To Go To War 
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Pope Francis' three-day 'peace pilgrimage' to Iraq in early March 
brought a much-needed message of hope, inter-faith tolerance and 
faith-grounded national renewal to a people weary from two decades 
of su�ering. After seemingly forgotten by the international communi-
ty, tens of thousands of Iraqis of all faiths thronged the Pope's public 
events, welcoming his presence and themes of brotherhood across 
sectarian divides, inter-faith cooperation for rebuilding Iraq, and 
dialogue to heal communal wounds. First pope ever to visit Iraq, he 
urged its Christians - reduced by persecution and forced emigration 
from over a million in 2003 to some 250,000 now - to stay in Iraq to 
help rebuild their nation after its terrible su�ering and destruction 
wrought by the US-UK invasion, sectarian con�icts and ISIS horrors. For 
Christians and many Muslims - especially the young crowding around 
him or being volunteer helpers - his visit signi�ed hope for the future.

Profound symbolism marked high-pro�le events. At the outset of his 
visit, in Baghdad's Our Lady of Salvation Church, where al-Qaeda 
terrorists massacred �fty worshippers in 2000, Francis declared it 
"hallowed by the blood of our brothers and sisters who paid the 
ultimate price of their �delity to the Lord and his Church". At the 
Presidential palace, he condemned misuse of faith for violence: "The 
name of God cannot be used to justify acts of murder, exile, terrorism 
and oppression. May the clash of arms be silenced." In telling sign of 
inter-faith solidarity, Christian, Shia, Sunni and Yazidi religious leaders 
attended his Mass in Church Square in Mosul, amid piled concrete 
ruins of four churches destroyed by ISIS. Referring to the latter's 
attempt to annihilate the city's multi-cultural civilisation, Pope Francis 
declared: "Today, we rea�rm that fraternity is more durable than 
fratricide, hope is more powerful than hatred, peace is more powerful 
than war." In Qaraqosh in the Nineveh Plains, where ISIS expelled all 
Christians in 2014, he urged those who had returned "to restore not 
just buildings but also the bonds of community." In Ur, birthplace of 
Abraham, 'father' of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, an inter-faith 
occasion reiterated inter-faith tolerance and cooperation as vital for 
successful nation-building.

Erbil, capital of Kurdistan region deemed a sanctuary for many Iraqi 
Christians, saw its stadium thronged by many thousands for Pope 
Francis' Mass. One participant felt his message of forgiveness triumph-
ing over revenge was powerfully relevant: "We are brothers with the 
Kurds, Yazidis, Kakais and every other religious group in this land."  An 
implicit sub-theme of Francis' peace pilgrimage was the need for 
harmony and end to sectarian con�ict between rival Shia and Sunni 
Muslim communities. In Najaf his private audience with Grand Ayatol-
lah Ali al-Sistani, Iraq's foremost Shia cleric, stressed anti-war and 
anti-sectarian themes. For Pope Francis their meeting "felt good to my 
soul", noting the Ayatollah had said "men are either brothers by 
religion or equal by creation". Pope Francis sees bridging this duality as 
'a cultural journey'.

Following his earlier peace pilgrimage to Israel/Palestine and his 
predecessor Benedict XVI's historic reconciliation visit to Lebanon, 
Pope Francis' demanding tour of Iraq - he is 84 and walks with a limp - 
brought its people fresh hope for a peaceful, rebuilt nation, rea�rmed 
the Vatican's solidarity with people of all faiths in Middle East and the 
urgent need for peace across the region.
 

Rev. Brian Cooper, UfP Inter-Faith Secretary and Vice President

POPE FRANCIS' PEACE PILGRIMAGE TO IRAQ

Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani (left) with Pope Francis (right)

No War 2021 – Virtual Global Conference
World Beyond War is hosting on 4-6 
June 2021 a No War 2021 virtual 
global conference which will be 
around the topic of CANSEC North 
America’s largest weapons expo and 
the global Arms Trade Fair.

Vijay Mehta, Chair of Uniting for 
Peace will be addressing the 

– Establishing Departments for Peace and Peace Centres Worldwide. 
The moderators for the session are Liz Remmerswaal of Paci�c Peace 
Network, New Zealand and Saul Arbess, Director, Canadian Peace 
Initiative.

The three day conference will cover the following themes: Depart-
ments for Peace, Peace Education, War’s Ecological Impact, War Tax 
Resistance, Weapons in Space and No To NATO among other themes. 

Among the prominent speakers who will address the conference are: 
David Swanson, Phill Gittins, Jodie Evans, Robin Brookes, Bruce 
Gagnon, Leah Bolger, Dave Webb, Kathy Kelly, Brent Patterson, Sam 
Perlo-Freeman, Susi Snyder, Barry Sweeney among others. It seems to 
be shaping up to be a great conference.

Uniting for Peace AGM and Spring Conference 2021

PEACE-BUILDING IN A POST-COVID-19 WORLD
Venue: Wesley’s Chapel
49 City Road
London EC1Y 1AU

Date: Saturday 26 June, 2021
Time: AGM 10:30 – 11:45
Conference 12:00 – 17:00 

Chair:
Rita Payne
President Emeritus, Commonwealth Journalists Association
Speakers: 
Agnes Callamard,
Secretary General, Amnesty International (invited)
Vijay Mehta
Author and Chair, Uniting for Peace 
Other distinguished speakers to be confirmed
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Introduction
Hello and good to see you all. It is an honour to be speaking at 
Global Alliance for Ministries and Infrastructures for Peace (GAMIP) 
AGM. It is an organisation whose members are working tirelessly 
for establishing Ministries and infrastructure for peace in the world. 
This is a campaign near to my heart as I have discussed it at length 
in my latest book, “How Not To Go To War – Establishing Depart-
ments for Peace Worldwide.” 

Dear friends, the aim / goal of the GAMIP campaign and the 
message of my book is the same, that is to establish Ministries / 
Departments for Peace in every country. I compare GAMIP 
campaign on par with Anti-Slavery or the abolitionists of 18th 
Century, Abraham Lincoln being the most famous one, the 
women’s right to vote movement and the Civil Rights movement, 
and ICAN (International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons). 
There is one thing common in them: all these were campaigns 
which with the pressure of public opinion were legislated into bills 
and �nally treaties or laws.

In my presentation today, I will highlight what is Infrastructure for 
Peace, why the role of this great institutional concept is supported 
by UN Resolution and UNESCO Declaration of Culture of Peace 
giving two successful examples of Departments for Peace in Costa 
Rica and Ethiopia and suggest that why we need a well organised 
campaign to take forward this great idea to the next level to be 
adopted by each countries in the world. For this, we will have to 
make this concept a mainstream idea, to push it to the next level to 
make it happen. 

What is Infrastructure / Architecture for Peace?

Infrastructures for Peace can be summarised as the processes, 
policies and institutions that help design, support and enhance 
social resilience to violent campaigns and build sustainable peace. 
It’s a network of interdependent systems, resources, values and 
skills held in joint co-operation led by government, civil society 
and community institutions that promote dialogue, diplomacy 
and culture of peace to prevent con�ict, violence, hate and 
divisions occurring in the society. In short, it is a crisis prevention 
and recovery mechanism from violence and con�ict. 

Architectures for peace can be described in many di�erent forms 
and activities, such as organising a national dialogue, establishing 
a network of local mediators easing tensions among communities, 
providing quiet support for national e�orts to reach a political 
agreement, assisting with implementing with an early warning 
and response system by governments and civil society organisa-
tions, supporting advocacy campaigns for peace and establishing 
or strengthening peace committees at all levels.

The role of GAMIP as an organisation is to design a bill containing 
policies and regulations that support the establishment of peace 
infrastructure in di�erent countries suitable to their speci�c needs. 
The bill is important as we need to give governments a 
ready-made meal to eat making it easy for them to create Minis-
tries / Departments for Peace with a Minister or Secretary of State 
for Peace. For example, I am in contact with Shadow Minister for 
Peace and Disarmament Fabian Hamilton MP of UK to take this 
concept forward.

URGENT RESET – A Major Breakthrough
Establishing Ministries and Infrastructures for 

Peace Worldwide
Why Every Country Should Have Them

Vijay Mehta – vijay@vmpeace.org

These infrastructures will 
include peace committees, a 
national Peacebuilding Platform 
/ Forum, con�ict analysis and 
early warning and response 
system. A peacebuilding 
support unit, a bill on infrastruc-
tures for peace are all vital build-
ing national capacity for peace 
and involvement of insider 
mediators, promotion of a 
shared vision of society and 
culture of peace, peace educa-
tion, a budget for peace building 

This speech below was delivered at the AGM of Global Alliance for Ministries and Infrastructures for Peace. 

and con�ict resolution and �nally establishing and implementing 
monitoring mechanisms for Infrastructure for Peace. In other 
words, creating building blocks for a more e�ective system to 
prevent violence.

When a country creates a Ministry / Department for Peace, they will 
allocate funds or a budget including appointing a Minister / Secre-
tary of State for Peace and Disarmament. With that in mind, the 
functions of the Ministry or Departments for Peace will include:

 Ministries / Departments for Peace will support and   
 promote peace, diplomacy, international law, general   
 and complete disarmament, including nuclear and   
 conventional weapons, non-violent soft power approach 
 es to security and ending of the arms trade and 
 armaments. 

 Institutionalising a centre for peace, diplomacy and   
 international law

 Contributing to peace and disarmament education
 
 Promoting alternative and peaceful approaches to 
 security 

 Linking up peace and disarmament with environmental  
 and social justice

 Developing con�ict resolution and peace-building work

 Realising arms conversion and reducing military 
 spending

 Advancing nuclear disarmament and the nuclear
 ban treaty

 Ensuring the participation of women and gender  
 perspective policy making

 Engaging with civil society

 Diverting individuals' Tax contribution to support non-vio 
 lent approaches to security

 Monitoring elections and assisting in preventing violence  
 prior or during or after elections

Continued on page 8



Clive Wilson

Designing The Purposeful World – A Brief Review By The Author Clive Wilson

The full title of this publication “Designing the Purposeful World – the 
Sustainable Development Goals as a blueprint for humanity” is deliberate.  
I was inspired in December when I �rst read the draft for the UN Sustaina-
ble Development Goals during my Christmas break.  The world being 
described for the 2030 time horizon was exactly the one I held in my heart 
and mind’s eye.  I had just �nished writing “Designing the Purposeful 
Organization” and had mused in the �nal chapter that the principles 
outlined in the body of the text could very easily be applied to the whole 
world.  There are eight principles in all and the �rst two are purpose and 
vision.  It seemed to me that world leaders at the UN had amazingly 
described a very plausible and inspiring vision at the 2030 time horizon 
and this was my call to write a sequel.  In my new book, I use a very similar 
construct, taking the reader (chapter by chapter) through eight robust 
“conditions” for success – explaining them in the context of global sustain-
ability.  I was also particularly inspired by Al Gore’s “Reasons for Hope” 
which explain how climate change is being mitigated and I have therefore 
o�ered a “Reasons for hope” chapter of my own peppered with mini case 
studies for each of the seventeen SDGs ranging from massive interventions 
like the work of Tesla’s Elon Musk, through famous achievements like that 
of Malala Yousafzai, the Pakistani activist for female education and the 
youngest Nobel Prize laureate – right through to inspiring contributions 

from lesser known ordinary people doing amazing things for our world.
The book is a call to action for every one of us to engage with the world 
around us and simply follow our hearts into action in support of the world 
we want to leave for future generations.
Clive Wilson is the Chair of the Harrogate branch of the United Nations 
Association (UNA).
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 Engaging and training youth in Peace Building and   
 con�ict resolution

 Establishing Truth and Reconciliation Commissions in   
 countries to develop relations and build trust between  
 and among divided communities to start a dialogue and  
 negotiations to resolve con�icts

 To introduce and implement peace education in schools,  
 universities and wider civil society.

 Assisting with new technology and other innovative   
 initiatives for Peace Building.

Successful Examples of Departments for Peace – Costa Rica 
and Ethiopia
Among the countries that have already established a Department 
for Peace, Costa Rica and Ethiopia are shining examples of shifting 
the focus away from war-making. In 1948 Costa Rica abolished its 
military, allowing it to spend more on health, education and 
international peace. The law in Costa Rica requires Peace Education 
to be taught in every school. That is one of the main reasons Costa 
Rica, a Central American country of 5 million people, tops the 
Happy Planet Index, which measures personal well-being. 
In 2018, Ethiopia established a Ministry for Peace and in a 
ground-breaking move, its Prime Minister, Abiy Ahmed, brokered a 
peaceful resolution to a 20-year-old border con�ict with Eritrea 
which had claimed more than 100,000 lives. Relations between the 
two countries have improved, with �ights and communications 
resuming, separated families reunited and Embassies reopened. 

UN Resolution supports building Ministries / Departments for 
Peace
United Nations General Assembly draft resolution (REV. 4/26/10) 
supports building Ministries / Departments of Peace within 
governments to strengthen the Culture of Peace. The UN resolu-
tion cites all documents written on Culture of Peace since 1945. 
These include Charter of the UN, Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR), UN Year, Decade and Programme for Culture of 
Peace and Nonviolence, constitution of UNESCO and global 
partnership for prevention of Armed Con�ict. All of them point out 
the need of a Ministry / Department of Peace. So this idea is 
reinforced by United Nations and has legitimacy for building a 
peaceful world.

Way Forward

Dear friends, 7 countries (Solomon Islands, Costa Rica, Ethiopia, 
Nepal, South Sudan, East Timor and Afghanistan) have Ministries 
for Peace. Other countries including USA, Canada and UK are 
aspiring to have one. I think the tide is turning and things are 
moving forward. Most of the people have never killed anyone. 102 

countries have abolished death penalty. 22 countries including 
Costa Rica, Iceland, Haiti, Liechtenstein, The Marshall Islands and 
many more have no armies. 47 countries in our planet have 
relatively peaceful societies including European Union, Batek of 
Malaysia, Hadza of Tanzania, Martu of Australia, Lepchas of Himala-
yas and numerous others. No one has attacked those countries, so 
in reality non-killing cultures and building a peaceful society is a 
work in progress. So we can build foundations of peace by adopt-
ing non-violence as a mode of action by establishing ministries for 
peace as a way forward for real and positive change.

Conclusion
Dear friends, in conclusion, let me say the cost of con�ict is so huge 
and the cost of peace is negligible. The peace movement can and 
must establish a strong institutional base (Departments for Peace) 
from which to grow. We need a peace industrial complex (that 
pro�ts from preventing con�ict) sustained by the same combina-
tion of public and private enterprises that keeps the military indus-
trial complex going, generation after generation. War has been 
institutionalised, yet all these weapons have not made the world 
less violent. Only by institutionalising peace at many levels of 
society can the peace movement become coherent and powerful 
enough to face down the many commercial and o�cial networks 
that have a vested interest in armed violence. We must get peace 
baked into our institutional framework, in the same way that 
warfare is already budgeted for. 
In conclusion let me say that dreams never get ful�lled, commit-
ments do. It is protest and activism which brings change and 
always have. The publication of my book, How Not To Go to War, 
and establishing Departments for Peace and Peace Centres world-
wide, are steps in the right direction, which will permeate non-vio-
lence and a culture of peace. This will ultimately put an end to a 
culture of militarism, violence and war. This is an aspiration for 
which I am willing to devote the rest of my life. 

Thank you for listening.
Vijay Mehta is an Author and Chair of Uniting for Peace
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