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Introduction
Distinguished speakers, chair and delegates, welcome to the United Nations: 21st
Century Global Challenges and Prospects for Peace meeting.
Allow me to start with a provocative remark – if the United Nations Charter was
put to a vote today, would it pass?
I say this because UN has failed miserably in its Preamble Charter aim of
“...to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war which in our lifetime has
brought untold sorrow to mankind.” (Preamble to the Charter of the United
Nations)

21st Century Global Challenges
It is evident from continuing wars in Syria, Iraq and Yemen genocide in Myanmar,
the UN has no power to prevent conflicts, ethnic cleansing, war crimes and crimes
against humanity. The negative consequences of continuing wars is the world
military spending is at its highest at $2 trillion ever.
The UN cannot prevent military spending which is currently at $2 trillion mainly
by its permanent members of the UN Security Council (US, China, Russia, France,
UK) who are the 5 permanent members of the UN Security Council; they are also
the biggest arms makers and war mongers and they conduct military operations
in violation of UN Charter and international law.
If that was not the case why there is continuation of wars, also why in a world of
plenty in the 21st Century, 3 billion people are forced to live on $2 a day while
according to a report by Oxfam, 8 rich people own as much wealth as 3.6 billion
or half of the humanity.
The present confrontation of China and Russia and signing of Military AUKUS
(Australia, United Kingdom, USA) alliance are further signs of aggression which
could bring the world to the brink of major war or World War III.
How UN can respond to the geopolitical problems – continuous wars, COVID-19
pandemic, climate change, inequality and violation of Human Rights? What
policies and practices it can adopt to save the planet and our lives.
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Prospects for Peace – Strengthening the Role of the United Nations
and its Secretary General for Building a Peaceful World
Dear Friends, for building a peaceful world and for UN to be a global player, it
needs to be transparent, accountable and implement far reaching UN Reforms in
the areas of:
International Peacekeeping and Security, Security Council, General Assembly,
Human Rights, Climate Change, Poverty Reduction, Combating Terrorism, Gender
Equality, Media and Public Relations and Funding of the UN.
The Security Council needs to be large enough to be representative, but small
enough to do business. It should reflect real power in the world which means
countries not represented in decision making like India, Brazil South Africa
should be given a Security Council membership which will legitimise decision
making.
As UK being among the one of the five security council’s permanent members, it
can play a vital role in the decision making process of the UN. In that respect it
can help establish peace keeping mission and place sanctions on countries. Being
a Security Council member of the UN it can help to make an effective and
strengthened UN for ending wars and interventions, maintenance of international
peace and security. It can set an example by actively helping to implement the
newly agreed Sustainable Development Goals, work for nuclear disarmament and
also for the recently concluded Paris Climate Agreement.
UK must put its values at the heart of its foreign policy. It cannot be silent at the
cruel Saudi war on Yemen, while continuing to supply arms to Saudi Arabia or the
crushing of democracy of Egypt or Bahrain or the tragic loss of life in Congo, and
fail to condemn the violence committed against the Rohingya in Myanmar. So let
Britain’s voice be loud and clear for peace, justice and cooperation.
The Secretary General Antonio Guterres should as a matter of urgency implement
the following recommendations for reform to strengthen the United Nations:
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1. The UN Secretary General should adopt United Nation’s General Assembly
draft resolution: ‘Building Ministries or Departments for Peace’ within
governments to strengthen the culture of peace (draft resolution ref
4/26/10).
2. UN should strengthen the role of developing countries (the South) over the
industrialised states (the North) to eliminate the status quo of
marginalisation of developing countries.
3. The Secretary General should tackle propaganda of war as aggressive
media hype leads to pursuing a logic of war and rejecting other options
such as negotiations and diplomacy.
4. The SG should use his unique moral authority to uphold the rule of law
which is a vital element of conflict prevention and peacekeeping as the
rules – based international system is enshrined in the Charter of United
Nations.

Way Forward
What else has changed is that the threats and challenges of today are increasingly
global, like terrorism, climate change and financial crises. They are so vast and
huge that it cannot be tackled by one single country no matter how powerful it
may be. We are living in an interdependent world, a global village in which cooperation and not rivalries will work for the survival of mankind.
Dear Friends, do we still need the United Nations? The answer is YES. It is the
only inclusive global institution suitable for bringing a peaceful future and offers a
common vision for a safer and better world which includes peace, respect,
tolerance, unity, friendship, diversity and inclusion as all of us have a desire to
protect the planet and advance the welfare of the humanity
Positive actions all us can take are to invest in peace education and Culture of
Peace, promote the diversification of arms industries, swords into ploughshares.
‘Where nations work together, hope prevails and collective solutions can be
found.’ Said Secretary General of UN, Antonio Guterres. History demonstrates that
if multiple stakeholders NGOs business community, regional and local leaders and
individual citizens work together global risks can be addressed effectively. The
adoption of Ottawa Convention, creation of Millennium / Sustainable
Development Goals, the coalition which created the International Criminal Court
and the Paris Climate Agreement are such examples of the UN success.
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Conclusion
Dag Hammarskjold, 2nd UN Secretary General said, “The UN was not created to
take humanity to heaven but save it from hell.”
Remember there is no challenge that is beyond our capacity to achieve as human
beings. If we can send a man to the moon, end slavery, then we can with the help
of knowledge and technology, cooperation implement systems in the UN system
to realise the UN Charter Goals of “...to save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war which in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind.”
If we can fulfil the above goals, UN will not be a talking shop, worthles or
irrelevant, but a global player fit and strong to tackle the challenges facing the 21st
Century. Then we can all enjoy the fruits and dividends of peace.
Thank you for Listening.
Any part of this lecture may be transcribed without permission giving credit to Vijay Mehta as
the author of the article/speech and providing a link to Uniting for Peace website
(www.unitingforpeace.com). Download the full speech at www.unitingforpeace.com
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‘Peace Beyond Borders’ (New Internationalist, 2016). His current book is ‘How Not To Go To War’
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and the environment, who along with his daughter Renu Mehta has set a precedent for striving to
change the world” (The Sunday Times, February 01, 2009).

In 2014, Vijay Mehta’s bio “The Audacity of Dreams” appeared in the book form “Karma Kurry”
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“Thank you for all you do Vijay – both the organisation Uniting for Peace and yourself are
inspiration and give us all hope that both yourself and the organisation can bring a world without a
war. Indeed it is possible, even in our own time.” – Mairead Corrigan Maguire, Nobel Peace
Laureate 1976

“Vijay Mehta proposes in his book How Not To Go To War that in countries and communities, in
governments, private institutions and media, Peace Departments and Peace Centres be established
to report on and promote peace.” – Jose Ramos-Horta, Nobel Peace Laureate 1996 and Former
President of Timor-Liste
“I’m happy to give my support to Ministry for Peace whose responsibility would include being a
consistent voice for non-violent means of settling disputes” – His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Nobel
Peace Laureate 1989

In 2017, Vijay Mehta’s article, ‘Reforming the UN for the 21st Century’ was included in the
anthology ‘Approaches to Peace’ edited by Prof. David P. Barash published by Oxford University
Press, New York. The anthology feature classic and contemporary selection of work on peace which
included Leo Tolstoy, Martin Luther King Jr., Pope Francis, Dalai Lama, Desmond Tutu and Noam
Chomsky among others.
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